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'l lrirrkirrg tlirorrglr unackrrrxr'leclgc(l malc privilege ils a Phellorllellorr, I rcal-

izccl tlrrrt sirrcc lricrrrrchics irr our socich arc interlockirrg, tltcre \\'as lllost likclv a

phcrronrcrrorr of ulritc pririlcgc nlticlr *:ts sinrilarli' clcnietl ancl. llrotectecl. As :r

11[itc pcrs61, I re:rlizcrl i lrird bcerr t:nrght lborrt racisllr as sortretlting n'lrich puts

1;tlrcrs rrt a clisarlr'arrtaqc, llrt lrrrcl bccn tauqht trot to sce olte of its crtrollarv aspects,

rrlrilt piirilcgt. ulrit lr l)lll\ lll(' rtl ;ttt lttlr':tttlrtqt

I tlrilk rifritcs urc c:rrcfulh tarrqht rrclt to recogrtize ultitc privilcge, as trl:rles are

talglrl rrot to rccogrrizc rrr:rlc plivilcge. So I lltr,e bcgtrrt iti att trrlttttoreci u'av trl ask

,rl,,,t it is likc kr lirrrc nliitc pririlcgc. I lrar''e cortre to see rl'hite privilcge rts rilt_itl-

risiblc package of rrneurrrccl asscts rihich I catr cortttt orr casltitrg irl each dar', brrt

:16orrt rilrich I lus "nrearrt" to rcnlrin oblivious. \\thite privilcge is like illl illvisi-

Ic 1e iglrtless krrapsirck of spccill provisiotts, rl]ilPS, P:lssP(lrts, codebooks, r'isils,

clothes. krols arrcl blank c'lrccks.

l)escrilring nlritc privilcge rrrakes onc nenlt'accorrtttable. As ri'c in Wonren's

Strrrlics,u,,rk iu ro.cal nralc privilcge arrd lsk trtctr to give tip sonlc of their porver,

so o1c rilrg qritcs aborrt lraving lrliite privilege nrttst ask, "Havilig describecl it,

nlrat nill I ckr to lcssctr or crrcl it?"

Aftcr I rcrrlizecl tlrc ertcrrt to rilrich nrcrr nurk fronr:l base rtf tlttackno\\'lcdged

prir,ilcgc, I rrrrclcrstoocl that rrruch of their op1;rcssivcttess \\'As tlltcorlsciorts.'l'hcn I

r"',,r"1rlr"r"d thc flcclrrcrrt chargcs frortt n'otnctt of color that ri'hite n'otlretl n4lon-t

thcy crrcorrrrtcr arc opprcssir,e. I begarr to tutclctrt;tttcl rrhv uc rrc jrrstlv seell as oP-

preisiyc, cvcrr rrherr ne clon't sec orrrsclr,es that uai'. I began to corult the ',1'avs ilt

1'|ich I cnjoy unearnccl skirr privilege ancl have becn conclitiolted ilrto oblivion

:rlrorrt its cristerrcc.
\lr ' ,.1r,,,,1i1q qir\(.tnL'rr,r lrlrirrirrq irr rtc'ittq rrrrs.lfi15 ittt ()Pl)re\\()r. ils ltll tlll-

frrirlr acirantrrqcd pcrson, or rls a participant irr a clarriagecl ctrlttrre. I rvas tatrght to

scc i1r'sclf as :rrr incliviclrral rilrose rrtor:rl state clcpertclccl ott ltcr incli','iclual rnoral

nill. NIr sclroolirrg follon'ccl tlrc irattcrn urv collcague liliz;rbcth N'lirrlich has

ll6i1tcd orrt: rilritcs rrrc lauglrt to tlrink of their lives as rtiorallv netrtral, tlorttlative,

,,rrd ,,r'"r,,g", lrcl rrlso ideal, so ihat ulrcn u'c nork to ltctrcfit rttltcrs, this is secrl as

riork rilriclr riill allori "tlrcrri" to l>e ttiorc like "trs."

I clcciclecl to tn to tvtlrk ott nl'sclf at Icast llv identiff irrq sollie tlf the clailr' ef-

fccts of nlritc pririlcgc ir rrrr'lifc. Ih:rrc choscri thosc cottclitiotrs n'lrich I think in

1r\ clsc atlach xntett'httt nutre kt skin-utlor prhilege than to class, religion, cthnic

,l,rhrs, or gcograplrical locatiorr, tliorrglr of course :rll these other factors are illtri-

catelrl irrtc.-rtriir,ccl. r\s far ls I can r"", r,t, i\frican,'\tnericatt co-'nlorkers, fricncls arld

ac(llluilltanccs riitlr rilrorn I conrc irrto clailr or freqtlcltt coritact in tlris particular

lirrrc, pllcc, tlld linc of riork carrrrot count on rlost of tliese cortclitiolrs.

I c:rtr ii I riisli ltrrlrngc to bc itt tlic cottrl>arrv of llcoplc of rrll'race nlost of

llrc tirrc.
If I slrorrl<l rrcccl to tuovc, I catt bc ltretty sttrc of rcrttirlq or purch:rsirlg

lrorrsing irr urr urc:r n'lriclr I carr affcrrtl alcl in ri'hich I n'oLtlcl u'altt to live'

l.
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3' I carr bc llrcth'strrc tlt:tl rrrv rreiglrlrors in srrclr a locutiorr riill bc rrcrrlral or
ltlclrsrrrit to rrrc.

-l' I crrrt.go slroPPirrg rtlottc tttost of lhc tirrrc, Prcth ricll assrrrccl tlrat I *ill rr.t
bc follouccl or lrrrnrssccl.

5' I clil tttrrt tttt tlrc tclcrisirln or ol)en to tlrc fr.orrt p:rgc of thc papcr ulcl scc
1>coplc oi rrrv racc ii idclr rcprcscrrtccl.

6' \\rlrcrr Iarrr tolcl rlltottt ortr rr:rtiorrrrl lrcritagc or rrborrt "civilizati.,rr," I u'r
slrorirr llrlI llcoplc ofrrrl color rrrrrclc it rilr:rt it is.

7' I carr llc strrc tlr:rl rttv childrcrr nill bc givcrr crrrricrrlar rrratcrials llrat tcs-
tifv kr tlrc cristcrrcc of tlrcir racc.

8' If [ $arlt to, I carr ltc ltreth surc of firrcling a prrblislrer frrr tlris piccc ,rr
ri hitc prir ilcgc.

9' lcltn go irrkl ll tltttsic shol> ancl courrtorr firrclirrg tlrc nrrrsic ef rlr.racc re'-
rcserltcd' ittto a strltcnrtalkct:tttcl llrrcl tlrc rtuplc f.orls rrlriclr fit g.ith rri'
crrlturai traclitirtns, irrkr a lrairclrcsscr's shop ar,,l firr,l soulcollc r, 1,,,.,,,, .,.'t
nrv hair.

10. \\lhctlrer [.sc clrccks, crcclitcarcls, 
'rcaslr, 

I car corruto' r]lvski' col,r
rr.t kr *ork agai'st tlrc aPPcrrrarcc.f firrarrci;rr rcriarririh.

ll' I catt arrarlgc t<l ltrotect rrrv clrilclrcn nrost of thc tirrre fr-,rrrr pcr,plc u,6cl
rrriglrl rrol likt' llrt rrr.

l2' I carr s\\'ear' or clrcss irt sccortcllurrcl clothcs, or rrot unsri,er lettcrs, ri.itho.t
lravilg peoplc attriltrrte tlrcsc clroices b tlre bacl nrorals, tlrc Porcrh,.r tlreilliteracr of rrn' racc.

IJ. I c:rrr sPe:rk irr prrblic to r poncrful unlc grorrp u.ithour l>uttirrg 1r' racc
olt tn:]l.

l1' Icarr clo ricll irr a challcrrgirrg sitrratiorr riithorrt beirrg callccl a crcclit to
lllV racc.

I rt'rrc'cr ask_crl t, sPcrk ftrr rrll tlrc Pc.plc of rrr'racilr gr,rrP.
I carr rcrrrairr obliviorrs of tlre languagc arrcl crrst,,rnr,rf 1r.rr,,,rr,,f .,rl,,, rylrg
colrslitrttc tlrc uorltl's rrraioritv uitlrorrt fcclirrg in rnv crrltrrrc arl pcrralty
f,,r trrt lr olrlrr iorr.

I t.
16.

I t-. I carr criticizc orrr go\.cnrnrcnt urrcl talk aborrt
arrcl bchrrvior.uitlrorrt bcirrg scer as a crrltrrral
I crur bc 1>rcth srrrc tlrat if I ask kr talk to ..tlrc

flrcirrg a l)crsolr of rrn, racc.

hou rrrrrclr I fcar its policies
orrtsidcr.

l)crsoll in clr:rrgc," I rlill bc
18.

19.

20.

2t

lf a t'rffic crP P.lls 'rc o'cr 'r if tlrc IRS arrdits rrr' tar rctrrrrr, I crrrr bc
stttc I lravcrr't bccrr sirrglccl orrt l;ccarrsc of rrrv r.rrcc.
I crrtt c:r-silr lrrrr'Postcrs, Postcrrrrls, Picttrrc b,rt,ks, grccting carcls, clolls, lors,
lrrd clrildrcr's rrrlrgazirrcs fcaturirrg y>coltlc of rrrv lrcc.
I c'art g. lr.rric fr.rr rrr.st.r.cctiriqs .f 

'rgarriz,ti'rrs I bclorrg kr fcclirrg
sorttcrilrrt ticd ir, ratlrcr tlnrr isolatccl,,,irt-,,f1>l,rcc,,,,,t,,.,,,ilr"r"c1, rrrr-
lrc:rrcl, lrc]rl:rt a clisllrrrc,c, or fcarccl.
I calt titkc a job riitll arr lffirrtrativc lc'tiorr crrrplovcr n.itlrorrt lravirrg c.-
norkcrs orr tlrc job srrspcct tlrat I got it bccarrse of rrrv racc.

)")
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23. I carr clroose prrblic ilccorlrlllodirtiorr lilhorrt lcarirrq tlrlt pcoplc of rrn
r:rce cunnot get ill or riill be rrristrcatecl irr tlrc pllccs I llrvc clroscrr.

2'1. I c:rn be srrrc tlrat if I rrcccl lcgal or rrcclicul lrclp, rrrv nrcc nill rrot uork
lgzlinst nie .

25. ]f nn clar, ncck, or \ear is goirrg badlr, I liec(l not rrsk r.rf crrclr regativc
cpisodc or sitrratiorr nlrctlrcr it lurs rrrcilrl ovcrtorrcs.

26. Icarr clroosc blcrtrislr covcr or l;arrdaqcs ir "f-lcslr" color rrrtcl lltvc tlrcrn
nrorc or lcss rrr:rtclr rrrl skirr.

I rcpcatcdlr frrrqot crrclr of tlrc rcalizatiorrs orr tliis list rrrrtil I urotc it clonrr. l,'or
nic nlritc pririlcgc lras ttrrrrccl oLrt to bc urr clrrsire arcl firgitivc srrbjcct.'llrc pres-

srrrc lo :rroicl it is grelt, ftrr irr llcirrg it I nrrst gilc rrp tlrc nntlr of nrcriiocr.aci. lf
tlrcsc tlrirrgs are trttc, this is lot srrclt a lrcc corrrrtnl orrc's lifc is rtot ulltt orrc

nrlkcs jt; rrutrrv cluors opcrr fcrr ccrtilil pcoplc tlrxnglr rro virtrrcs of tlre rr,.rrirr.
hr rrnpacking this irivisiblc krrapsack of rihitc pririlegc. I h:ne listcd corrditiorrs

of rlailr cr1;cricricc nhicli I once took frrr grantcd. Nor did I tlrirrk of arrv of tlrcse

pcrrlrrisitcs ls lxrcl for thc lrolclcr. Inos'tlrirrk tlrat uc rrcccl u rrrorc firrclr,
cliifcrcrrtiltccl tuxrrr<.rrrrv of pririlcgc, fur sorrrc of tlrcsc variclics:rrc oulr rrlrrrt,,nc'
noulcl naul frrr cvcnonc irr l jrrst societr', ancl othcrs give liccrrsc to bc iqrr,rr-;rrt.

obiiviorrs, arrogurrt irncl clesinrctirc.
I sec u prttern rttnning throrrglr tlrc rrratrir of ulritc privilcgc, :r prrltenr of rrs-

sutttptiotrs u'hich ticre passcd ort to rrrc lrs u u'lritc l)erson.'l'herc rras orre rrr:.rirr

piecc of crrltrrrirl trrrf; it nas nl\'o\\'lr tLrrf-, arcl I uas unrong thosc u'lro corrlcl corr-
trol tlre trrrf-. r\ll sl<itt color u'(ls (lir ttsset lor dn\'tnorc I r''os echrcotcd kt :r-'ttrtI to
rrtoke.I coLricl tlrirrk of ntvsclf rts bclorrgirrg irr nr:rjor nrns, arrd of rrraking social sr,s-

tcttts riork f<rr nte. I corrltl fr-ccli'clisparagc, fcar, rrcglcc't, or bc obliviorrr [.;1111-
thing orrtsidc of thc clonrinarit crrltrrral firrrrrs. llcirrg of thc nrair cultrrrc, I coulcl
also criticizc it lairlr frcclr.

Irr proportion as nrv racial grolll) \\'as l)c;r)g rrraclc corrficlcnt, corrrfrrrtlblc, ancl

obliviorrs, otlrcr groLrps ncrc likclr bcirrg rrracle incorrfidcrrt, urrcorrrfrrrlablc, and
alicrratccl. \\'lritencss protectcd rrrc frorrr rrlrrrv kirrcls of lrostilitr, <listrcss, rrrrcl lio-
lence, nhicli I rias lrcirrg subtlv h-:rirrccl to risit in trrnr ultorr pcoplc oicolor.

l"or tlris rcirsolr, tlre riorcl "pririlcgc" ro\\'scclns kr nrc nrislcadirrg. \\1c llslllrlll
tlrirrk of privilcgc as lrcirrg rt finorccl stalc, ulrctlrcr canccl or corfcrrccl lx birth or
lrrck. \'ct sorrrc of ilre corrclitions ] lralc dcscrilrccl lrcrc uork to svstcnraticrllv
olcrcnrpo\\'er ccrtaill groul)s. Suclr privilegc sinrplv crnlers clrntirtorrce bcclrrrsc of
ollc s lilcc or sc\.

I n:utt, llren, kr distinguislr bctnccrr cunrccl strengtlr arrrl rrrrcarrrccl 1>oucr cott-
lc'rrecl svstcnricallr'. l'oncr fr-orrr trncarncd pririlcgc carr look likc strcrrqth ulrcrr it
is in fact pcrrrrissiorr to escupc or to rlorrrirlrtc. BLrt rrot lll olttlrc privilcgcs oll lrlv
list rrrc ircvitablr cl:rnrirging. Sorrrc, likc tlrc cxpcctation that rrcighlrors uill lrc cle-

ccrrt to \'ou, or that vorrr rrtcc sill rrol corrnt:rg:rinst vorr irr corrrt, sltortltl bc tltc
nonn irr rr jLrsi soc'ich. Otlicrs, likc tlrc privilcgc to igrrorc lcss porrcrfrrl 1>coplc, tlis-
tort tlrc lrrun:rrih of tlrc lrolclcrs as ucll us tlrc igrrorcd grorrps.

,5 Ilc./rrtoslr l\\,hite pritilega tgl

\\'c rrright at least start lti'distirrgrrislring bctu'cerr positir.e aclvlltlqcs *.hic6
\\e cilll lltlrk to sllrcllcl, ancl ucgativc trPcs of aclvlrntugcs rilriclr rrrrlcss rcjcctccl u,ill
rllt|avs rcirrforce ottr ltrcscrtt lricrarc'irlcs. lior cxarrrirlc, the feclirrg tlrat orre be-
Iorlgs Iitlrin tltc lttttttatr circlc, ls Nltivc Arrrcricans sirr', slrou]cl rrot l>c scelr:rs
lrrililcgcr filr ll fcn. lclcallv it is:rn rLrtettrncd (,ntit!(nt(11t. -\t pr.cscrrt, sirrce .'l' afi'ri lrl|c it' it is rtlt tllrclnle(l aclvlntaqc for tlrcrrr.'l'his papcr r.r.,tt, fr..,,r*
l)roccss of cotttiltg to scc,tlrat srltuc' of tlrc poricr u'lriclr l o,ligi,,allr sirl, as attc'-
clrtrrt rrrt lrcirrg a lttttttrttt bcirrg in thc Ll.S. corrsistccl in ,,,rrr,i,r14 ttclrttrttctge artcl
c:tt r t lerrecl d orn irttt rtca.

I lra|c lrrct |cn fcti tttcrt nlto urc tnrlv clistrcsscd al>orrt sr.sterrric, rrrrca'rccl
rrr;tlt',;rtlrrrrl.qt' rrrxl t,rrf,-'1 r.,; ,l,,rrrir,,rr,, t.. i ,i ", ,,;,.:;1,,.,r,;,,,,''n, irrr, :rrrtl otlr-
crs likc rrrc is *lrclhcr *c *ili l>e likc tlrerrr. or rilrctlrer r'c ri.ill get trLrl'clis-
trcssc^d' cVctr otttragccl, lltorrt ttttcarrrccl r:rcrc:rclvunt:rgc lrrcl confcrrccl clorrrirrulce
rllrcl if srl' Iltltt rie nill clo to lesserr tlrerrr. Irr anl casc, nc rrccd to clo urorc,"i.,rk
irr idcntifvirrg lron tlrer actrrallv affcct orrr clriir livcs. N,larrr', 1;erlraps nrost, of
orrr rihite strrclents irr thc [.1.S. thirrk thlt rrrcislt clocsn't affcct thcrn Lrec:ruse
tlr.c'r arc rr<lt lleolllc of color; thcr clo rrot scc "uhiterress" as a racial iclcrtitr.,. I'
'r,]t]ili.rr. .irr.t.r;lt.t'rrrrtl ,t,r;rrt.rrrt llrt.orrlr ,rtlr,r,l,rqirrg,,.r,.,;,r,,i;';;k, ,r.:
rrt'ctl sirrrilarlI ttl crattlirte'thc<lailv crl;ericnce of l,avinq,1gc aclra,rtaqe,.r ctlr-
rric rlcllrttltagc, or 1>lrvsical abilitr, or rclvlntagc rclatccl io natiorrrlitrll rcligio,r,
(,1 \( \ltrtl orit'trlltliotr.

I)ilficrrlties attcl tl:tttgers strrrorrncling tlre task of firrclirrg parallcls are lrrA'\,.
Silrcc racisttl, seristtt,;ltcl lretcrose.isrir arc rrot tlrc san,e, th-c'r,lr,",,t,,qi,,l rrl;;i
rrlcd $ith thcrn slrotrlcl trot bc sccn rrs tlrc sarne. In lclclitiorr, it is lrarcl to cliserrta'-
glc llsllects of trrlearttccl itclrarrtage nhiclr rcst lllore on socirl class, ccgrrglric cl:rss,
rrrcc, rcliqion' ser atlcl ctlrnic iclerrtih'than on othcr fhctors. Still, all of thc o'prcs-
sioris arc intcrlockirtg, rrs tlrc (}rrubirhc,- Rircr (bllcctir.c Statcrrcrrt of 1977 co'-
Itrrrcs to rcrnirrcl us cloctrrcrrtlr..

Orrc f,tctor scellts cl.:tt alrr,ut.rll 'f the intcrlocking opprcssiorrs.'l'lrc' takcll'tlr lrcti'c frrrrrrs *hich \\c c,lr scc arcl crrrbcdclccl frrrrrrs u'hiclr,,r,,,,;.;;]r.;;r;
tllc drrrttitlittrt {rottlt otrc is larrglrt not to scc. In nrv class rrncl pl1cc, I clicl ,ot seetrtlsclf :ts rt rrtcist l>ccattsc I nastatrglrt kr rccognizc rlcisnr ,,r,ll irr irrcliyicllal lcts

llt-]l]c-:,',',:r: 
lx rrrerrrbcrs,,f',rr gr,,,,lr, rrer.cr irr irrriribl.,rO.,,rr.:n,,f"rri,,g,,,,_

I'trtqlrI rrrcirtl cl,rntirrrrrrcc o1t lllv grorrt> f]orrr birtlr.

,,,,..1,r'),.llr]rr,,r 
inq .f thc' srsterns ri,,,,'i lr" crrorrgh kr charrgc lhcrrr. I t,:rs tarrqht to

:.::llli ll''lt.t"cisrn c.trid crrd if .rhite irrdividrrals cl'angcci tlrcir ltituclcs. lliutl attltttt skitl irr tlrt'(lrritccl Statcs ol)clrs niarl\'cloors foiuhitcs llrct6cr or llor \\.e

iil]lll.")-:_l'ftlte 
rtrtr cl,,tttitt:rttc'c lras becrr c,,r,i"rr",l orr Lrs. hrcliviclrr:rl lcts can pal-rtjtt(.. l)ltl ( ilrIr.| .,n<1. llr..s.. 1lti,lrl1,1I1r.

-, 
'lir rcclcsigrr social ststcttts tic rrcccl first to:rckrronlcclgc thcir colossal rplsec'tllttlcrlsirtlls 'l'lrc silcrrccs:tttcl tlerilrls srrrr.rrrrclirrg privilc'-gc lrc tlrc kci prliticalt,'l ltct'c 'l'l.rer kccl; tlrc' tlrirtkirrg.borrt eqrL:rlill .r cclrritv i.c'rrrplctc, l)roicclllgtltlcltl-tlcd llclrrrrltagc atrtl contl'rrc.l cl,,,r,i,,auc.l bi nr,rkiirg tlresc t:rlreo srrSjects.\l.sl ta]k l^ *llitcs:tlr'trt ctlttal .pp.rtrrrrit' sccrrrs t, rnc,o\\'1.6c rr6orrl cc;rral



182 IrLtrt II (.lrttlcrsttrrtditt! Ilacir-tri. Sc.tirrir. I lalaxxcrisnr. ttrul Olass l'ririlcge

ol)l)orh'rih kr tr-r to qct rrk) u l)osition of clotttitutttcc nhilc clcrri'irrg tllltt st'stsirrs

of clornirr;ttrcc erist.

It secrrrs t6 rrrc tlrlt glrliviorrsrrcss alrorrt slrttc rtclvltrttttgc, likc ollliviorrsrrcss

Ir6.rrt rrr:rlc rrrllruttagc, is kcltt strorrglv irrcrrlttrrlrtccl irl tlre []rrilcd Strrtcs so rts ttr

rrrrirtlrirr tlrc rrrr'llr ,rf r,r.,rii,,.rr,cr, tlrc rrrrtli tlrrrl clcttrocrlttic clroicc is cclrrlrllv

.ririlirlrlc to rrll. Kccpirrg nrost pcoplc urrt\\ilrc tlrrrt ll.ccdorrr of crlrfidcrrt rtttiotl is

tlrcrc flr jrrsl rr srrrall r,,rirl,"r- of pcoplc l)rol)s lll) tltose irr l)o\\'cr' rtttcl scncs to kccl>

poscr irt tltc lr;rtrcls oftltc sltltrc qrolll)s tlilt lrrrvc tttost ofit alr-cacli'
' 'll.,,,,rglr srstcrrric'cllrrrqc f:rkcls rrrarrr dcc'lrclcs. tltcrc itr-c llrcssirrg tlrlcsliorts ftrr

rrc arrcl I irrrlrgirrc for sorrrc otlrcrs Iikc rrrc if sc raise ollr claili' ctlttsci,rllsllcss oll

tlc pclllisitcs of bcirrg liqlrt-skirrrrcd. \\'hat nill nc drl uitlr sttclr kttonlcdgc? As

,," krr,,,, fr-orrr n:rtclrirrg llrcn, it is:rrr opcrt c;trcstiott rilrctllcr lic riill clloosc to ttse

rrrrcur-rrcrl ac[arrtrrgc kr-nclrkcrr lridtlcrr srstcttts of ltclrittttaqc, arrcl ulrctlrcr nc ri'ill

.sc lln\ of <xrr arlrittlrrilr.anlrrclccl Poucr to tn kr rcctltlstrttct lltltvcr ststcttts olt :t

lrro:tclcr blsc.


