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'\fr-icarr-r\rrrcr-icans arcl Lrrtirros rlr-c uudcrgoing rl pairlful l)erio(l of politic:rl urcl

ccorrorrric ircljrrstrrrent.'l'lrcv rrlc finclirrg thlt tlrc stnrqglc for poucr altd rccogrli-

iiorr nill be lorrg rurcl clifficrrli.'l'lrc nars irr tlrc L.,'\. (lotrrttv jrrils arc a tnrgic, dc-

plorll;lc svtttptottt of tlrat.

iqe

"ls THrs A Wnrrn CouxrRY,,
OR WH AT?"

Lilliarr Rtrbin

"'l'hcr'rc lettirrg all thesc colorccls conrc irr artr'l soon tltcrc n'ort't be atn'plrrcc lcft
frrr nhitc 1>eoplc," broocls 'Iirrr \\Ialsh, a tlrirh-thrcc-relr-olcl ulritc constntctiou
norkcr. "lt nrakcs vou vnotrclcr: ls tlris a u'hite cotttrtn, or n'hat?"

It's a rlrrcstion tlrlt rags at rihite Arrrcrica, one pcrlraps that's articul:rtctl rrrost

ofter arrcl nrost clcurlv bi' tlrc rncrr aricl u,orrrcrr of the ixirkirrg class. I''or it's tltc,v

nho fcel nrost r,lrlncrable. nlro lrlvc srrlferccl tlrc ccottotnic cotttractiotrs of recettt

dccadcs nrost kccrrl',, n'ho see tlrc ncn'inimigrants rrrost clcarll as clirect conrpeti-
tors fur tlrcir jobs.

It's not ulritcs alonc nlro stcu aborrt inrnigrarrts. Natir"e-borrr blacks, kro, fcar

tlrc ncnconrers rrcarlv as mrrclr us nlritcs-ancl f<rr tlrc salllc ccolonric rcasurrs. Bttt

ftrr ulritcs tlrc issrrc: is corrrporrnclccl lrv racc, bv tlrc fact th:rt tlrc r)c\\'colllcrs rtre pri-
nrarilr'pcoplc of colrlr. l,'or tlrcrn, thcrcfrrre, thcir ccortottiic anxietics lta','c cotu-
bincd riith the clrargirrg fircc of ;\rrrcrica to crcatc a profotrrrcl rttrcasiness al>ottt

irrrrrrignrtiorr ir tlrcnrc tlrat nas sorrnclccl bv rrcrtrlv c)0 perccrrt of tlrc nhitcs I
rrrcl, cvcn ll' tlrosc n'lro are tlrcrrrsclvcs firsi-gcneratiorr, albcit u'ell-assirrrilatccl,

ir nn rigrtrr rts.

Sorrrctirrrcs tlrcv spoke:rborrt tlris irr rcsl>onsc to nrv cltrcstiorts; eqrralli'clfterr tlre

subjcct of irnrnigratir)n lrrosc sporrlarrcorrslr' :rs pcoplc gavc voicc kr tlrcir coltcerlls.
llrrt bccrtrrsc tlrc ncri irnnrigrrrrts rrrc clourirrarrtll pcoplc of color, thc cliscottrsc n'as

rrlurost alnavs cust irr tcnrrs of racc as n'cll ls irrrrrrigrltion, u'itlr thc talk slipl>ing

fnnr irriltigt-rrtion t<t r:rcc arrcl l>ack again as if thesc arc rtot tuo scltlratt ltltctrotn-
cna. "lf ric kccp lctting all thcrrr frrrcigrrcrs irr, prcttv soon tlrcrc'll bc tnorc of thcrll
tlrrrrr rrs lrrcl thcrr n'lrat n'ill this c:orrrrtrv bc likc?"'l'inr's ri'ifc, Nlarv Antrc, frcts. "l

()olxriqlrt ( 19()+ l)\ Lillirn ll. ltrrbir. Oriqirnllr prrlrlislred l;r llurpcrOollins. l{cpritrtccl lx thc
pcrrrrissiorr of l)rurllnr l,ilt'lrrr rrs rgcrl for tlrc rnrtlror.
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nrcarr, tlris is ottr cotttitn, but the riav thinqs rrrc going, ulritc ltcoplc riill ltc tltc
rninorih irr orrr on'n corrrrtrr'. Nou clocs tlrat rrltkc anr scrrsc?"

Srttlt ft:tttitr( lr()l lttrt. \tttt'rititttslrrr,'rrlrurrru,,rlt i,',1 ;rlr,,rtl llrt sllrrrrqt.r'rulr,,
catrtc to ottr sliorcs, fcirrirtq tlral thcr rioulcl cor-rLrpt orrr socictr', clilrrtc orrr crrltrrrc,
cleltrtsc ottr valttcs. So I rcrrrirrcl \lltrr','\nrrc, "\\tlrcri \orrr rlrrccstors cllrrc lrcrc, pc<>

ltlc also tlrttLrglrt \\'c \\'crc llloriirrg too rrrrrrrr'frrrcigrrcrs irrkr ilrc counln. \'ct tlrosc
carlicr irrrrrriqr:ttrts tvcrc srrcccssfirllr irrtcgnrtccl inkr tlrc r\nicricrnr socictr'. \\'lrat's
tlifl'crt'rrt rronl"

"Oh, it's diffcrcnt, all riglrt," slre rc1>lics sitlrorrl hcsitrrtion. "\\'lrcrr un pcoplc
carrrc, thc irrrurigrarrts riere all nhitc.'l lr:rt rrrakcs a big clillircncc.

Listcrrirrg kt \lan Atitrc's riorcls Iuas rcnrirrdccl lgain lron']ittle uc.\rrrcricaus
lottk to histon'firr its lcssorrs, ltori irnpovcrislrccl is orrr lriskrricrrl rrrcrrron. l,'or, irr
flrct, ltcirrg uliitc diclrr't tti:rkc "rt big diffcrcrrcc" lor rrunrv of tlrosc carlicr irrrnri-
grants.'l'lre dark-skirrnccl Itali:rrrs and tlrc cnsterrr l,irrropcari Jcns uho crrrrrc in tlrc
latc rrinetccrrtlr ancl carlv tuentictlr ccntrrrics cliclrr't look vcn nlritc kr tlrc f:rir-
skirtnccl Atttcricatts n'lto nere lrcrer then. lrrcltctl, tlrc sirrrrc p.,,1rl. ric rron'call
uhitc-ltllians, fcus, lrish-rvcrc secll as lriotlrer lrct rrt tlrlt tirirt. Not bluck or
,\siarr, it's tnrc, but an alicrr other, a lrcc apart, rrltlrorrglr orrc lhat rliclrr'l luvc rr

clclrlv clcfirrccl tratnc. Nloreovcr, tltc racist icars urcl farrtasics of nirtir,c-lrorn,\rrrcr-
icatts ucrc tlr lcss cotttaittccl tlrcrr th:rrr tlrcl ure rrou', l:rrgclr l;cclrusc thcrc nerc
fen' sociul constrairrts on tlrcir crprcsri,rir.

\\1lren, durirrg thc rtirrctcctrth ccrrhrrr', for clrrrrple, sorrrc Itali:rns n'crc tukerr
fttr ltlacks arrcl lvnchccl irr the Soutlr, the incidcrts passecl virtLurllv rrnrroticccl. And
if llan Artue aticl'l'irn \\/alslr, both of lrislr urrcestrr, lrad conrc to tlris cuurrtn clrrr-
ing tlrc great Irislr inrnrigration of that pcriocl, tho rioulcl halc forrrrcl tlrcnrsclvcs
dcfinecl as art iriferior racc ancl dcscribecl tith tlrc sarrre langrr:rgc tlrrrt ri:rs rrsccl to
charactcrize blacks: "lon-bron'cd uncl s:rvagc, grorcllirrg uncl bcstirrl, llzv arrd n'ilcl,
sirrriatt atrcl scrtsu:tl."1 Not orlv cluring that pcrio<l brrt frrr a lorrg tirrrc irftcnlarcl as

ucll, thc [].S. (lerrstrs Burcatt cotttttccl tlrc lrislr ls a distirrct rrrrcl scpar:rtc groul),
nttrclr us it clocs krclav nith tlie catcgon it i:rbcls "llisplrric."

Ilrrt thcrc lrc trio iniyrortarrt cliffcicrices bctnccrr tlrcn rrrrrl non, rliffl,rcrrces tlrat
clttt l;c stttttttted ttp irr a ieti riorcls: thc ccorronrr lrrrcl rlrcc.'l'ltcrr, lt gronirrg irrchrs-
trirtl ecottontv nrcatrt tlrat tlrcrc n'crc plentv of jobs frrr lrotlr irrrnriqr:rrt:rrrcl rurtivc
rtorkcrs, sotrrethirtg ilr:tt c:ur't bc saicl fur tlrc corrtrrtctirrg ecortourv irr nlriclr ric livc
toclrtr'.'l'rttc, tlrc:rrrival of tlrc irrrrrrigrants, ulro \\'cr.c lnorc rclililr crl>loitrrblc than
rlrttilc urrrkcrs, ltrrt,'\tttcricutts rt a clislrchuntaqc ltrrcl crc:rtcrl rliscorcl ltctnccn tlrc
trio grorrps. Ncr,crtlrcless, uork ri:rs araillbic tirr bollr.

'l'lrcrt, too, tlrc irrrrrriqrlrrtts-no rttrtttcr lrou tlrcv ncrc l:rbclcd, rro rrulter lrou
rcvilcd tltcv trutl ltrtlc bectr-ucrc rrltinratclr :rssirrrillblc, if frrr rro otlrer rc;rsorr
llr:rrr llrlrl l]rtr rit rr.rrlrilt.. \s llrr.r lltqrrrr 1,, l,'rrt.llrt'rl rrli,..rr u;rrr. il lrttrrrrt Po.si-
lrlc frrr ttrttivc ,'\rrrcriclrns to scc irr thc nlritc cllrrrics of vcstcn'cur u rcflcctiorr of
tltcrltsclvcs. Orrce tlris slrifi il pcr.ccptiorr occrrlrerl, it rr,ir;r,,rri1,lr. 1or tlrc rurtiorr
to itlcorltorrttc tltcrrr, to tltke tlrcrr irr, clrcu tlrcrrr rryr, <ligcst tlrcru, urrcl spil llrcrrr
ottt as Atttcricitrrs-u'itlr srrlrcrrltunrl variatious rrot itlnrrvs kr tlrc likirrq of tlrosc s'h<r
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lropccl to control tlrc nrarrrrcrs arld rnorcs of tlie clar, to be surc, but still rccoqrliz-
abli' ri.hite Arrcricrrr rs.

'loclar''s irrrrrrigrarrts, lron,cvcr, are the racial otlrcr irr a clccp arrd profbrrncl u'ar'.

. . . Arcl intcgrutirrg 1ll:lsscs of 1>cople of color into:r socich ulrcrc r;lcc collsclous-
rrcss lies at thc ven lrc:rrt of our ccntral llervolls s\stem raiscs u ulrolc rrcri' sct of
ltrrric lir'r rrrrtl lt'trri,rtrt.

'l'lrc irrcrcascd risibilitr of othcr racial gr.oups lrrrs fcrcrrsccl u'hites nore sclf-

corrsciouslv tlrarr cvcr ori tlrcir orrn racial iclcntificltiorr. Urrtil tlrc ncu irrruriqra-

tion shiftecl the currplcrior of thc land so 1>erccptiblr, nhiles dichr't tlrirrk of tlrcrn-
sclvcs as rihitc in the s:rnrc uav tlr:rt Cllrirrcsc krton tltcr''re (lhinese and
,'\fricarr-,,\rncricarrs krinri thcr''re black. lle ing rihitc nas sirrrplv a lact of lifc, onc
that cliclrr't rcc;uirc arrr'public statcnrcrit, sincc it \\'as the clefinitrvc sociul valtrc

aqainst rihich all others ncre rrrcastrrccl. "lt's likc cvcn'thing's changecl ancl I ckrn't
knon u'hat hal>pcnccl," conrpl:rins Nlarianne Barckrlirro. ".,\ll of a sr.rdclcri rou hnvc

to bc tlrirrkirrg all tlrc tinrc about tlrcsc r:rce things. I clon't remcnrbcr gronirrq up
thinking :rbout bcirrg n'hite likc I tlrirrk about it uon'. I'nr not sar,ing I clichr't kno',i'
there nere colorecls ancl n,hites; it's jrrst tlrat i clichr't go alorg thinkinq, ()ee,I'nt a

v:ltite persort. I nevcr thought aborrt it at all. Brrt nori' n'ith all thc cliffcrcnt colorccl
pcoplc arouncl. r'ou lrar,c to think about it beciruse tliei're thinking about it all the
ti rr rc. "

"Yorr snv xru feel puslrccl rron,to tlrirrk rrbout bcirrg lrlritc, but I'ni not sure I
rrnclerstancl rihr'. What's changecl?" I ask.

"l told vou," shc replies quicklr, a snrall sniile cor,ering lier imp:rticnce u,itl.r

rrrr,clucstiorr. "lt's bccausc tlrcv ilrirrk abotrt u,hat tlrcr,arc, arrcl thev n'ant tliings
ihcir u,ai,, so llo\\'l lra',,e to tlrirrk about ri'lrat I arrr arrcl nlrat's good for nrc ancl nry
kicls." She 1)allses brieflr' to let her thorrghts catch rrp u'ith lier tongue, then con-
tinrrcs. "l nrcan, if sonrcboclr"s aln'avs vcllirrg at votr about bcirrg black oi Asian or
sorrrctlrirrg, tlrcrr it rrrakcs vou thirrk about bcirrg ri'hitc. Likc, tho, ri'arrt tlrc kids in
school to learn :rboLrt their crrltrrre, so then I think aborrt being ri,hite ancl being
Italian aud sar: Wlrat about rrrv cLrlturc? If tho,'rc goirrg to tcach about thcirs, u'hat
abotrt rrrirrc?"

'l'o n'hich Anrcrica's racial nrinoritics rcsr>orrd r,rith bcriilclcrnrent. "l clon't trn-
clcrstarrcl ulrat nlritc pcr,plc rirurt," vrrs (lucrr'lorrralson. "'l'lrcl sav if black kids
are going to leanr aborrt black crrltrrre in school, then nhitc peoplc n,ant thcir kids

to lcanr about nlritc ctrlturc. I clorr't gct it. \\/lrat clo thq tlrirrk kicls have bcerr

lcarrrirrg aborrt all these vears? lt's all lborrt rihite pcople lncl lrou,tlrci live and
rihat thev accornl>lisliccl. Whcrr I u,as irr sclrnol rou u'otrlcln't liavc tlrouglrt black
pcoplc cristccl for all orrr books evcr saicl llrorrt rrs."

As ftrr the chlrgc that ther"re "thinking irbout racc all thc tinre," as N'lariatrne
Barclolino conrplaints, l)coplc of color irrsist tlrat tlro're forccd into it bv a l.'lrite
norlcl that rrcvcr lcts ilrcrrr firrgct. "lf roLr'rc Clrirrcsc, r'orr curr't forgct it, cvcn if vott

n'unt to, bccausc tlrcrc's ahvar,s sorrrctlrirrg tlrat rerrirds vorr," Clarol Kn'arr's htts-

l;:rrrcl, Arrdrcu', rcnr:rrks tartlr'. "l nrc:rn, if Cllrincsc kjcls gct goocl graclcs ancl gct itrto
thc urrivcrsih,, cvcrrlroclr''s u'orriccl arrcl vou reacl about it irr thc l)al)ers.'
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Whilc thcre's littlc cloubt tlrat racial anricties are at the center of n'lrite con-
ccrlls' olrr histclric rtati'n'istrt also plars a p:rrt iri cscalatirrg rr,]rite alarrrr.'l'lre rreli.
irtinrigrailts bring li'ith therrr a larrguagc ancl nn ctluric culture that's yir,iclli cr-
pressccl ultercver thei'cortgregate. Ancl it's this also, thc corrstarrt rcrrrinrlcr,f arr
alicrr 1>rcsetlcc frottt u'hiclr nlrites are cxcltrclccl, tlrlt's so troublcsonrc to thcrr.
_ 

'fhc rlativist inrpttlsc isrt't, of coLlrse, givcrr kr the rihite rxrrkirrg cluss algrrc.
Ilut for those irt thc rrltpcr rcacltes of thc class :urcl statrrs lricrarclrr,-tlrosc 1,hgse
c'hilclrerl go to privatc schottls, n'hosc closest corrtrrct rritlr publi. trlrrsportatrol rs
the taxi call-thc intrrrigrrtni poptrlation srrpplics a sorlrcecif .lr"rp labor, u,hcthcr
as Iratltties tbr their chilclrerr, nraicls in thcir lrorrsclrolcls, or r,,'urkcru in thcir btrsi-
llesscs. ']'ltet rttav grotlse arrcl conrplairr that "rrobocli spcaks Ii}rglish arrr.nrore," jrrst
:rs u'orkirrg-cl:rss people 

-clo. 
Brrt for tlre people ,,,h,, ,is" inrrnig'rant labor, lcgal or

illegal, thcre's a paroff for the incorrverrience-a paroft- tlrat iloesn't cxist frrr the
lanrilies in tliis stuclv brrt that soutctinres costs tlrcrl clcirrlr.. F'or nlrile it mav be
lrrrc'llrrrl \rrrtric.rrrr rrt,rkcrr lrrerr'l elrqc.r.for-rrrrrrrr ,,|: llre joirs i,,,,,,igr,,utr,,r..'"ifi
irrg to takc, it's also trtre tlrat the prescncc of a large irrrmigrant popLrlatiol-
cspecialli' those n'lto corttc frottr clcveloping cotrntric.s r,l,"rc iivi,rg stancllrcls are
far belon'ottr or,,'tt-hell>s to make tlrese jobs rurclesirable bv kceii,rg u,uqes cle-
1>rcsscd u'ell bclori lr,hat most Arnerican lr,orkcrs are n,illing to acccut. . . .

.lt's not slrprisirtg, thercforc, that r.r,orking-class r,r'orrrcr.-arr.l ,,,",, spe:rk s6 arr-
grilv allout tlte rccertt infltrr of imrrrigrants. 'i'ho., not onlr, sec thcir jobs arrcl thcir
ri'av of life thrcatenccl, thev feel bruised :rncl assaultecl ir1.,,r crrvironnrclt tlrat
sccttls srtcltletllv to lt:rvc trtrttccl cr,rlor and in u,lriclr thcl fecl liLc strtrrgers i1 their
o['n latlcl. So thev chafc arrcl coniplain: "'l'hcl conrc ]rerc to tirke lclralrtage of rrs,
brrt thel dorr't rc:rllr, n'ant to l""ru ur,, lr,rr,r,t' B"u.rlr, Son'ell, a tlrirh-threc-r.ear-
olcl n'llite clectronics asscnrbler, grrrnrbles irritabll,. "'l Lev lirc cliffcreli t|a1 1s; it's
like anotlrer r'"'rtrlcl hon'thcy'livc. Ancl tho''re so c.ia,rnisl,.'l ht.r Lccp to t|errrselycs,
arrcl-tll$'clott't oett frv to leam Firrglisli. You go on tlre bui thcse cl:n,s1nd r,otr
rnight as lvcll bc itr a forcign cotrntrr'; o'en'bc,c1r,i talkirrg sorne other lurig,r"g", i..,..1
krrori', Clrincse or Sitarrish or sorrrethirrg. Lots of thcrn h-ave bccn l'"r. rlo,,i tj,,r..
t.t, btrt thcy clorr't care; the' j'st ri'art t. takc *'lrat tlrc' c:r' gct."

lltrt tlreir conrplairtis rci'eal atr irttercsting para.l,,r, an ilirrrrrinatirrg gliuipse
irrto thc corttraclictions tltirt bcrct nrtivc-bt,rri 

'\rnericans in their ,"lat]uirs rnlith
tliose $ho seck refuge lrerc. On the orre lrancl, thcr sconr tlrc inrrnigrants; ep tlre
othcr, tlrcr llrotcst ltccattsc ihcl "kcep to thcrnsclr.es." It's the s11rc 

-c'oliraclictiol

tllat clorrlirrates black-lvlrite rclations. 1Vh;t", rcfrrse to irrtcgratc blacks bpt arc o1t-
rrlged $'hcrr tlrcv stol> knocking lt tlrc door, n'hen thcv moi,-.tr, 'trstrriir thc separa-
tiort <ltl tllcir txrrr tcrttts-itt bl:rck thcrrre lrorrscs ()ll c.turl)r.rse.\, f,,r cranrple, Lr in
tlre rre."i,lr. cievelopirrg black ruiclclle-class subrrrbs.

I uorlclcrccl, as I listenccl to Bevcrl,n'soncll arrcl othcrs likc hcr, n'lrr,,thc sarrc
llcolllc I'i'lro firrcl thc lifcnlts a,rcl l,rrrgr,,rg.s r,f our forcign-l>orn poprrlatiorr offcrr-
sivc also care rilrctlrer ihci."kecp to tlrcrrrselvcs.,'

"llecattse likc I said. ther jrrst sl r.rll{11'1, that's all," llcrcrlv savs shrbborllr'. "lf
tllci"rc qoirrg to conre lrere, thcv slrorrlcl bc u'illing to lcarn ,,,,r r,,rr,r-r,r,, i,,,r*
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nllrt I rrc:ur, bc r-clrl ,\rrrcricarrs.'l'hlt's nlr:rt llrv grrlll(ll)rlrcrrts dirl, ln(l tlrirt's \\llat
tlrq slrorrld clo."

"[]rri vorrr. qrlrdl)rrrcnts l)rol)rl)lv lirccl irr ln ilr]nligrilllt ncighlrorlrood u'lrcn
tlrcr fir-st cartrc lrcrc, kro," I rcrrrirrcl lrcr.

"lt rirts rliffi'rcrrt," slrc irrsists. "l clorr't l\no\\ \\'h\'; it urrs.'l'lrcv rrarrtccl to bc
.,\rtrcricarts; tlrcsc lrcrc PcoPlc rron, I ckn't think tlrcr do. 'l lrcr jrrst rirrrrt to llkc
lclvarrtltgc of tlris coLrrrtr-\. . . .

"l',r'cntlrirg's cllrrrged,:rncl it docsrr't rtltkc scrrsc. \lrn'bc \'ou gcl il, brrt I ckrrr't.

\\'c c:rrr'l tukc crtrc of ortt onn pcoplc :urcl nc' kccp lrrirrging lnorc and rrrorc frrr-
eigllcrs in. Look;rt all tlrc lrorrrclcss. \\'lrr rlo \\c ncc(l nlorc l)col)lc lrcrc nlicrr orrr
ouu PcoPlc lrlrYcrr't qOt rr Pl:rcc to slceP?"

"\\"lrv do tvc rcccl lllolc l)eol)lc llcrc?' lt (lrrcstior.'\rrcric':rns havc rskcd frrr

tnrr cctttLtrics rron. IIisloricallr', cffrrr-ts kr crrrlr irrrrrrigrllion hurc corrrc rlrrrirrq cco-
ttorttic clotltttttrtts, nlriclr srrqgcsts tlrlrt rilrcrr linrcs arc qoocl, ulrcrr ,,\rrrcricurr rirtrk-
crs fcel c'onfitlcrrt rtlroLrt tlrcir fLrtrrrc, tlrci're likclv kr l>c rrrurc qcucrous irr sharing
tlrerir qood frrrturrc riitlr ftrrcigners. llrrt nhcn tlrc cconorlr\'11ltcrs, irs it did irr tlrc
1990s rrnd u'orkcrs uorn ubottt ltavirrg kr corrrpctc firr jobs u'itlr peoplc ulrosc sturr-

clard of lilirrg is lcll belorr lltcir rxlrr, rcsisturrcc lo inrnriqratir)r riscs. "Dorr't get
rlrc \\'rorgi I'i'e got rrotlriirg ilgrrinst tlrcsc pcople,"'l'irrr \\'rrislr clcrrrrrrs. "llrrt thcr,
tlorr't tllk l'inglislr, iln(l tlrc\''rc usccl to a lot lcss, so tlrcv carr nork frrr lcss llonc\'
tlratr gtns like rrrc crlr). I scc it all tlre tinic; tlrci gct lrirccl :llld sonle rihitc qrrr gt.ts

left rnt."
It's this corf'lrrcrrc'c of tirrccs tlrc r:rcirrl alrcl crrltrlral dilcrsih' of our rrcri inr-

nrigrarrt poprrlatiorr; tlre clairrrs orr tlrc rcsollrces of thc rrlrtiorr non bcing nrlde lx'
tltosc rrirrotitics rilro, lirl gcrrcr:rtio1ls, llavc callcd '\rrrcricrr tlrcir honic; tlic failrrre
of sotttc of ortr lrasic irrstihrtiorrs to scrvc tlrc rrcccls of rtrrr lteoitlc; tlrc corrtrlrctirrg
ccollollt\', n lriclr tlrrcrrtclrs tlle nrol>ilih rrspinrtions of ri orkirrg-class [rrrrilie s-all
thesc lravc corttc logctltcr to lcrtvc ulritc riorkers fi'clirrg rrs if cvcnone clsc is get-

tirrg a piccc of tlrc rtctiorr ulrilc tlrer gct rrotlrirrg. "l fccl likc uhitc 1>colrlc lrc lcft
ottt itt the colcl," protcsts l)irrnc Jolrrrsorr, rr tucntr-ciglrt-r'crtr-olcl ulritc sirrglc
Ittothcr nlro lrclicvcs slrc lost rr jolr as:r brrs clrivcr to rt blrrck \\'olllilll. "1,'irst it's thc
blrrcks; rrou il's all tlrosc otlrcr c:olorecl pcolrlc,:rrrcl it's like crentlrirrg ll\\'lvs goes

tlrcir nar'. It sccrrrs likc ir nlritc l)crsol clocsrr't lr:rrc a clrrrrrcc iurvlllorc. lt's likc tlre
stlrrcakl ulrccl gcts tlrc grcasc, lrrcl tlrcr'rc lrccrr sc;Lrcukirig irnd ric lrrrvcrr't," slrc
concluclcs :rrrqrilr.

[]rrtil rcccrrth, nlrilcs rlidr't ncccl tr lhirrk rtlrorrt lr:nirrg to'^stlrrc:rk"-at lcast
not spccificirllv as ulritcs.'l'lrcv lravc, of coLrrsc, orgarrizccl arrcl srlrrcrrkccl at ruriorrs
tirrrcs in thc pltst-sorttctintcs lts ctlrrric groul)s. sorrrctirrrcs lrs uorkcrs. llrrt rrot;rs
nlrites.,\s nlritcs llrcv lirrvc bccrr tlrc clornirrrrrrt qroul), llrc firrrrrccl orrcs, tlrc orrcs

ulro cottltl cottttt orrqcttirq tlrc job rilrcrr pcoplc of color corrlcl rrot. \ori srrdclcrrlv
tlrcrc urc otlters rrot just inclividrrrrl otlrcrs llrt iclerrtifi:rblc groLll)s, pcol>lc nlro
slutrc rt lristor-r, lt llrrrgrugc. l crrltrrrc, cvcn ll color-n lro lrn clairrr to sorrrc of tlrc
riglrls ancl pririlcgcs tllrt firnrrcrlv lrarl bccn labclccl "frrr-nlrilcs orrlr'.",'\rrcl rilrites
rclct ls if tlrcr''r'c' bccrr lrclravcd, irs if ir sirc'r-ccl prorrrisc lurs bccrr brokcrr. 'l'lrcr'rc
ultitc, arert'l thcr?'l1,".',. r.',t/ \rlLriLiln\,,rrcn'f tlrcr'?'l'lris is tlrcir cotuttn, isrr'l it?
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'l'ltc atlsricrs to tllcsc clttcstiorrs trscrl to bc rclativclv rrnurrrbigrrorrs. Rrrt rr6t:rr^-
rrtorc lle ilrg $ltite lro lottqcr rttttottrllicrlir ilssurcs ckrrnirurrrcc irr tir. p,,litrcs ,rf rr
rrrrrltirrtciill socich. l',ti rr.r i. grr,rrp p,,litic.. i,,,,,","., hrrs l lorrg arrcl fr-rritful lriskrri.,.
,\s *lritcs-s.rrqht, s.cial 

",,,11r,,iiti.,rlbasc.rr *lriclr kr strrrrrl, tlrcrcfr,;, if,r;;',;;;-
trrrtl arrcl logicli to rcaclt ltrrc'k to tlrcir ct]rrric prrst.'l'lrcrr tlrer', kro, cgrrlcl 6c "solllc-
llrirrg"; tlrc\' rtlso uorrlcl l>clorg kr rr group; tircr sorrl<l l,r,l" a nr11c,:l lristgrr,, a
, rtllrtt.. iilt(l it \,,icr.. "\\ lri i' il .rrlr llr. lrirr. L, ()r \lr.\i(.;lll\ r,r Jt,ri, llrrrl lrn 1r,,,,,.i-

tlrilrq'?" asks'l irlr \\'llslr. "l'nr Irish. isrr't lhlt sorncthirrg, t,rol \\'l,r cl,csrr't tlrat
( ollnti

.lrr reclairrrirlg tlrcir ctllttic roots, tlritcs carr rccorrrrt u itli priclc tlrc tri6rrlatiorrs
Itttcl tratlsccttclcttcc of tltcir rttrccstors rrrrrl insist thli othcrs tric thcir l>llcc irr tlre
lirle fi',rrr rihich tlre'lta'c ottlv rcc'crrtlv corrrc. "Nlr'pe,plc lracl a.orrglr tirrre, 1...
llrrt rrolrrlclt grlvc lls:rtrrlltirrg,'so., l,r ,lo \\'c o\\'c tire,n so,r,ctl,ing? l,ct tlrerrr 

'rrlltlrcir sllrtrc like thc rcst of rrs h:rd kr do," sars.-\l [{icc.arcli, , tri.cirtr.rri'c-rcurolcl
rr ]rilt l;rri tllirt.r.

I''rortl tlte rc it's orrlv a -short stcP kr thc corrvictiorr tlrlt tlrosc rilro clon'l l)rogrcss
rrP th;rt lirrc arc lrallrltcrccl lx rrotlring urorc tlurr tlrcir orirr irruclcclrracrcs or, \\,o1sc
rCt' lr| tlrcir ttrrtiillillgrrcss to take lclvarrtage of tlre opporhrnities effcrccl tlrelr."'Iirose ller4llc, thcr'rc hollcring al] thc tirrre about discrlniirration," r\l contirrrrcs,
Iitlrrltrt clcfinirlg nlto "tltosc pcopJc" rrre. "],I:rvbc oncc:l long tirrrc ago tSat *,as
tnrc, l)rrt ttot rtou'. 'l'lre 

1;roblcrrr is that a lot of tirosc pcople ,r"-i"r,,. Thirc's ple rrt'.f oPPurt.rities, brrt'o.'r'c grt to bc *,iili'g t. *ork l*ircl."
.Ilc skrlls :t tttrltttettt, :ts if listcrirrg h, lri, olrr rvorcls, tlrcn corrtinues, "ycah,

rt'rtli, ] ktro$ tlterc's:t rcccssiott on uncl lots of pcoplc clorr't lrar.c jobs. Ilrt it's clif-
lircrrt $itlr sotttc of thosc 1>coyrle.'l'lrcr clon't rcrrllr narrt tg rr',rrk, 1,..",,rc if thc'
tlitl,,thcrc r',rrlchr't be s. 

'rra,rv 
of tl,ci' scllirq cliLrgs arcl gcttirrg ir, ,li ii,,.i, .;f

Ili rtl l)l( .

"\'ou kcep talkirlg alt<trrt'tlrose PeoPlc'riit]rorrt slving rilru voll lleAl, I rcruark.""\tl c'tttott, rort krtori rilro-]'rn tlltirrg lborrt," hc silvs, iris boclr.shiftirrg tr'-
easil! irr his clurir. "lt's rrrostlv tlrc bllck p.:,.,p]". bLrt the Spanislr,,,,"r, k,n.',

Irl rellitr,ltrtucvcr, it's l tto-nirr situ:rtiun tor..\rncric,rr's p",,pl" of color, ri.lrct;cr
irltrtrigrltllt or ttlttivc bttrtt. [''or tlrc inclrrstrirlrtsncss of tlrc,'\siarrs c,r'cs irr ftr*earl'
rls ttlttcll criticisrrr as thc rrllcgecl llzincss of otlrcr groLlps. \\Ilrerr blacks a,,,,'t,u,,i.
it, it's llcclrrsc, nhitcs like Al I{icclrcli irrsist. thcir cultirrc clocsrr't teuch rcspcct frrrfrlrlrilr; llccartsc tlter''re lrctlorristic, lazr, strrpicl, :rncl/or crirrrirrrrllv inclilccl. Brrt
tilrc'rt '\sirtrrs clcrrrorrstrllc tlrcir irbilih k, o,'clr.c,,,rrrc ihc ol>staclcs ofarr alicrr larr-
qtragc rlrld crtltitrc' rilrcrt tlrc Asilrrr lrrrrilt scerrs to lrc tlrc rcpositorv of otrr nr.,stlriqhh rcgirxlcd trrrclitiorrrl rrrlrrcr, rvhitc lrostilitl clocsrr't clisrrppcur. li jrrst clrarrgesits firrrrr''l'lrcrr tlrc:rccorrrplislrurcrrts of,\sirrrs, tlrc spcccl,,iti, rrl,;.1, i6cr rrr<lr.crrll tlrc ccottotttic larl<lcr, rtrcrt't crcclitccl to tlrcir srrpcrior crrltrrrc, cliligcrrcc,,rirrtc'lligerrce-ctctt rilrcrr..tlrc'sc rrrc'grarrterl -brrt kr tlre flct that tlrcr'rc..sirrglctllirrrlcd"' "tttttt-ttshrorllrr," "cllrrrislr ,lrnrr.,r," "llilrro\\ pcolrlc" tlro r:risc clrilclrcrr\\lr. :ir'(. rrrsrrllit it'rrllr "ur.ll r.r,rrrrrlr.,l."l . . .

\ot srrrllrisirrglr ' as corrrPctitiorr incrcuscs, thc lariorrs rrrirrorih' grr>ups 9ftc1itrc itl $ltr itlllollg tlrctrrselvcs ls tltcr prcss tlrcir onrr p:rrticrrlrr..'lal,rr.r, figlrt or.er
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turf, ancl colnl)ctc ftrr rn cvcr-shiirrkirrg piccc of tlrc pic. Irt sci'cr:rl Afr-icarl-

Arrreric:rrr collrnllnitics, ulrcre Korclur slropkccpers lravc t:rkctr tlrc ltlacc once

lrclcl br Jcns, tlrc corrfrorrtatiorrs lravc bccrr lrotli rrrcrrcltitrg lrrcl tragir:..,\ Koreirtt

grocer irr [,os Arrgclcs slrrlots ancl kills a fiftccrr-\'car-ol(l lllack girl fcrr allcgcdlv trl'-

ing to stcrrl sornc triliirl itcnr florrr tlrc skrrc.l l"ront -r-ctr'\irrk (lih to llcrkclcr,
(lrrlifonria, ,\flicarr-,'\rncricurrs l>ovcott Korcatt sltop onttcrs uho, tlrcv cliargc, in-

vaclc tlieir rrcighborlroods, takc tlrcir rrrorrcr, ancl trcat thcrrr clisresltcctfullr.'+ Btrt

pairrful as tlrcsc inciclcnts irre for thosc irrlolvccl, tlrcr :rre ottlv svtttlttortts of a

clcepcr rri:rl:risc in botlr conrnrrrrritics-thc corrtcnrpt rtrrd distrtrst irr ulriclr the

Korearrs lrolcl thcir,'\lliclrr-.'\nrericlrr nciqhbors, atrcl thc rage of blacks ls tlrcl
natch thcsc ttcrl itttrttiqr:tttts surltass tltcrlr.

[,atino-black conflic't;rlso rrurkcs headlirrcs nhctt, irr the aftcrrrrath of t]rc riots

in Suutlr (,lentlrl Los Arrgclcs, tlrc hvo groul)s fight ovcr n'ho riill gct the liorr's

share of tlrc jobs to rcbrrilcl tlrc neiglrborltoocl. Blacks, insistirrg that tlto'rc beirrg

cliscrinrirratccl against, slrrrt clou'rr builclirrg proiects tlrat don't irrclucle thcrtr in sat-

islactorv nurrrl>crs. Arrcl iricleecl, rrrarn,of tlrc jobs that fonncrlv u'ctrt to African-

Anrcricans 2lTc no\\'bcirg triken 1l l,atin,r u,,tkcrs. hr arr article erttitlccl "lllack rs.

Bronn," J.rck Nlilcs, an cclitorial uritcr frrr the l,os Angeles '/'lrites, reports that "jan-

itorial firrns serr,irrg clonrton'rr l,os Angclcs huvc alrriost errtirclv replacccl their
trrrionizecl black uork force uitlr ttotr-tttri<tttizcd intrtriqrilrltr."'

Ilrrt thc clisagreerrrcrrts illnong ,'\urcric:r's rrtcial rnirroritics are of little irttcrcst

or concen] tu rrrost nhitc n'orking-class faniilics. hrsteacl of cortflictirtg grouits, tlicv
see onc l:rrgc rnass of pcoplc of color, all of tlrcrrr niaking clainis that crtcl:rnger

their on'rr 1>recuriorrs placc irr thc worlcl. lt's this perccption th:rt lras lccl sttrnc n'hite

ctluiics to bcliele tlrat rcclainrirrq their etlrrricih'alole is rtot euoLtglr, that so lorlq

as tlio renurirr in tlieir sclt:rrlte lrrcl distinct gloups. iheir pon'cr rlill bc lintitecl.

Iinitccl, ho*evcr, thcv c:rn bccornc a frrrrniclab]e cottrrtcnirilitrg fcrrcc, one tllat citll
stancl fast aqainst tlrc threat poscd l)\ nrinoritv cletnutrtls. llrrt to corrrc t()gttlrLr
solclr,as rilritcs riorrlcl clinrinish tlrcir inrpaci arrcl lcave tltctrr o1>ctr ttt tlrc chargc

that tlrcir real purltose is sirrrplr to retairr thc prir,ilcgcs ofrihitcrrcss. A clilerrrrria

that has bccrr resolvccl, at lerst for sornc, lx'tlrc birth of a ttcn'entih'irr thc liistttri'
of ,'\nrericart ctlrrric qrorrps the "L,rrroltcan-Attterierttts."r' .

At tlrc lhrircrsih'of Cllliftrrrria at llerkclcr, for cx:rrnplc, rrhitc stucletrts rtttcl

thcir ficrrlh sul)portcls irrsistcd th:rt tlrc rcccnllv acloptcd mrrlticultrrrll curricultlllt
inclrrclc a rrnit of studv of F,uroltcan-Anrcricans. ,'\l Quccrrs Oollcgc irt Nen York

Clitr,, rilrcrc nlrite etlrrric grollps rctrrirr a rnorc clistinct prcscncc, Italiarr-Arttericarr

stLrdcnts hrrrrclrcd a srrcccssful srrit to ri'irr rccognitiorr ls a clisrtclvarttagccl tnirtorih
ancl gain the cntitlcrncnts:rccorrrltarrring tlrat statrrs, irrclrr<ling spcr:i;rl rrriits of

Italiarr-Arr rcrican strrclic..

\\,'liite higlr sclrool studcrrts, too, talk of fccling isolrrtccl arrd, bcirrg lcss sophis-

ticrrtcd arrcl rrarv tlrlrr tlrcir olclcr sisters arcl brothers, contplairt c;rritc oltcrrlv that

tlrcrc's rro ircccptrrblc alcl legitirrratc u:rr'for tlrcrr to ackrronlcclgc a ri'lritc iclcrrtih'.
"'l'hcre's all tlrcsc things frrr lll tlrc clifli'rcnt ctlrnicitics, r'ott ktron, likc cltrbs for

black kids :rrrd Ilispanic kids, brrl tlrcre's rrotlring for tnc rttrcl ttr\'llicrrds to ioirr,"
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l,isa \'1[:lrsliall, a sirtcctr-r'car-olcl n,lrite lrigh school strrclent, crplairrs n,ith cxaspcr-
ation. "'l'hev uort't lct rts havc a nlrite clul> becarrse that's supposccl to bc racist.
So n'c figrrrccl ne'cl just havc to call it sonrcthing clse, r'ou knou', sone cthlic
thitlq, like Iittro-Anicricans. Whv not? 'flrev havc '\frican-r\rrrcricarr clubs."

lithniciti', tltert, often bccotncs il co\rer for "rilritc," rrot neccssarilv bccause
tlrcsc strr<lcrrts :rrc racist ltut because racial iclcrrtitr, is rrou, such a pronrirrcnt fca-
ttrre of tltc cliscourse in our social ri.'orlcl. Irr :r socieh n,here racial consciousrrcss is
so higlr, hor,i clse carr rihitcs clefinc thernselr,es irr n,avs tlrat conncct theur kr a

c'clttltttrttlih arrcl, at tltc satttc tinre, allon'thcut to clertv tlrcir racial antagonisrns?
l',thnicih atr<l race-scparatc phenourerra tliat irrc no\\ irrcrtLicably crrhvincd.

Ittcorl>oratirtg Ilc\\'collrcrs has rtever bcen casr', ls our hisktrv of controyersy ancl yi-
,rlctrtc ovt'r ilrrrriqrlrliorr lt.llr rrs.- BrrI frrr tlrr'lrirsl lirrrt,. l]i,..rrcl irrrrrrigrtrrrlr;rre
also lleolllc of color, w{riclt nrcans that thq, tap both thc nativist arrcl racist int-
prrlse: tlrrtl itre so tlceplr rt lurl of \rrrelitrrrr lilc..\s irr llrc p;rsl, lrott.r'er. llrt.ft,rrr'
of forcigrters, tlre revtrlsion against thcir stralgc crrstorrs ancl sccrningll,unnrlr.
n'ar"s, is onlv part of tlrc reasorr for the anti-inrnrigrant attitucles that are incrcasingll.
bcirrg exprcssecl toclar'. Iior n'hatcver rcnophobic strspicions nra\. arise irr uroclerrr
Anrerica, cconorrric issucs plar,a critical role irr stining tlrcm ult.

NOTES
l. Dar,icl R. Rocdiger, The \\'ttges of \\'hiteness (Ncr, York: Vcrso, 1c)91), p 133.
2. 'l'hcse n'erc, artcl oftcn still arc, tlre conrrnoulv hclcl stercotr.pes about feu,s. Incleed,

thc Asian inrrrrigrants are oficrt referrccl kr as "the uerr Jcus."
J. Soorr Ja l)u, the Koreatt grocer sho killed fifteerr-l'ear-olcl Latzrshr liarlins, rvas

fotrnd guilh'of r.olurrtarr nt:rnslaLrgltter, fcrr rr.hich sh.'ur. \r.ntcn(.ccl to four lrrrnclrccl lrorrrs
of colttttrttttih scn'icc, a $500 finc, reinrbLrrseurerrt of frrrrer:rl costs to thc llarlins larnilr',
;rrr,l firc \c:il\ l)r(']):lliotr.

'1. 'l'hc itrciclenl itr Berkclcv clidn't ha1;pen irr tlre black glretto, as urost of the othcrs
dicl. Tlrerc, tlte Korcatr groccr\, store is rear thc L.lrriversitr of Californi:r carnpus, and lhe
\\'olllillt involvecl irt tlre inciclerrt is an Afiican-.,\rtrericrur unirrr.ill stuclcrrt uho n,as Nlacccl
lx tlre grocer aftcr an arguntent o\ct-:l pcnn\,.

5. fack NIilcs, "Blacks r.s. llrourrs," Atlantic Nlonthly (Octobcr 1992), pp.4l-68.
6. F'or an irrlercsting analtsis of what lre calls "tlre lransfrrnrration of et]rrricitr.." sec

I{icharcl I) Alba, b-,thnic lclentitt'(Ncu, llaler, Cl'I: yalc L|rir.ersitr,lrress, 199rr1.
7. Irr tlte past, trtattt oftlrose uho agitatccl fcrr a halt to irrrrnigratrorr ricrc irnrrrigrants

r-rr ltativc-lrorlt clrilclrcn of irnrnigrartts. 'l'hc sarrre oftcn is tnre toclu. As anti-irrrrrrigrrurt scrr-
littrcrrl qrorrr,;rl lr.lrrl rorrrt'ol llro't i,,irrrrrq llr, frlrr ;rrr r,.l;rlirch r.c...rrl lrrrir:r1.. ()rrc rrr;rrr
irr this stuclr', ftrr cratrtple-a fiftv-tuo-r'clr-olcl irnnrigrarrt fronr Iirrngan, is one of the leacl-
crs of an anti-inrrrigration groul) in thc cih u,hcrc he lrvcs.
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F,qctxc uP T'o RacB

Carric Ching

Al;crcrorrrbie:rrrd Fitch is back orr the hotscat-tlris tinrc for racial cliscrirrrittatiotl

irr liiring practices. Last r,car the conrl>anv u'as forcccl to pttll J'-shirts sportirtg slant-

crccl (lhincsc larrrclrvrnerr and the slogan "'l-uo \\trrrgs c:ttt tttake it ultite" ulrcrl
Asilrr-,\nrericrrns protcstccl.'l'lris tiure ilrc stlkcs are higlrcr. Nirrc Latitto arrd Asian

plrrirrtifls are suirrg Abcrcronbic for orrlv hiring uhite pcople fbr sales floor iobs

rrrrd puslring black, Latino ancl Asirrrr applicants into stockroorn iolts tcl proiect n{iat

tlrc clotlrirtg colnpanv cllls the "classic Anrcricatl look."
IIere n'c go rgairr. 'l'hc rrrcclia arrcl Anerican public are shaking the ir heacls at

thc conrparrr', but tlris is harcllv a neu' phent)llclloll. 'l'lic case is sirttplv anclther

marrifcstatiorr of the prci'alent bclicf that "Atnericari" still rrrcans n'hite . l}rt irtsteacl

of poirrtirrg firrqcrs at flrrgrant offcrrders likc Abercrortrbie, nc shorrlcl iristeacl look

irr the rrrirror to cranrine tlrc n'avs tlrat ric all participatc oll rl dailv basis irl tlris
racist hienrrclrl tlrlt places n'hites irr tlrc cetrtcr ancl puslies thosc rvhosc back-

grourr<ls lle lnore "ctlrrric" to tlrc rrrargirrs.
'l'lrirrk altorrt it. \\'lrcrr voll go ro alr expclisive rcstattrattt, tlrc nrarragcrs atlcl

scrycrs arc rrlurost rrlriavs nlritc, nhilc thc brrsbovs ancl kitchcn help are :rlrrrost al-

ri:5's pcoplc of color. r\t rrrost ofliccs the nlanagers arc ttstutllr,rl'hite, n'hile pcoplc

of color al)l)eur orrlv rnrorrg tlic irrtcnrs arcl jtrrrior strtff. Ofterr n'ltctrnrtrt drivc llr'

tlrc cani:rslr vorr'll scc rihiic arrd light-skirrnccl pcople fanrrirrg therrrsclvcs in plas-

tic clrairs ri.hilc l>ror.,n-skirrrrccl pcople arc scntbbing tircs ancl n'indshiclds. I)ivcr-

sih is grcat, brrt orrlv rihcrr it lrappcrrs lt t]rc loucr levels of atr orgartiz:rtioll so:ls

rr<it t,, clrallcrrgc thc skcucd balarrcc of pon'cr.'l'he sigrrs are c'u'cnrvltcre: Rrrcc still

1>lavs a rrrajor if urrsl>okcrt rolc in tlrc u'av ottr rocictt is r,rglttrizccl.

Yct tlrcrc trc ln:lr\'pcoirlc-rrrostlv nlritc-n'lro rcfttsc to bclicr.'c tlris is tnre.
'l'rio strrdcnts irr rriv evcrrirrq class krld nre rcccrttlv that tlrev clicin't llclicvc rrlce \\'as

nrr issrrc alrvnrorc irr Aurcrica, or ut lclst, riot irr tlrc Srttr liratrcisco lJai'Arca.'l'hc
tno arc lrotlr nhilc, liberrrl, cclrrcatccl, rrppcr nricldlc-class profcssiorrals irr tlrcir 50s,

[]sccl srtlr Pcrrrissiott of .\itcrNcl.oLg
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arrcl lrotlr livc in erclrrsivc rrciglrborltoods irt tlrc llar r\rcl.'l'lreir arqrrrrrcrrt: Sirrcc
racc rcllttions lr-c so ntrtclt bcttcr todln tlr:rrr tlrcv ncrc tlrirtr'\'cars ago, rilnt arc
;rll llrc'..':rtrqt'r 11,',,P1,'rrl tolor.,,rnl,llrilirrg rrl,,,irll lJ.rirlr.'.,,r,,.,,1 llrcrn;rlqrrt.tl.
isrr't irrcc;Lralitl in,\nrcric:r l;;rsccl uiuc'lr rrrorc orr class tlurrr nrcc?

It's trLrc tliat race lclaiiorrs nrrrst bc bcttcr tlurrr tlrcv ncrc thirh rclrrs irgo-ls a

birucial l)ersol I probrrblvn<rrrlchr'tcven bc alirc if tlrtr rrcrcn't. llutr,rrrrcrirc ri'hcr

thinks tliat racc is rt clc:rcl issrrc rrrust havc tlrcir hcacl brrricd prcttl clccp irr tlrc srrnd,

or lrorc approprilteli, prcttr dccp irr I ncrrltlrr nlritc rrciglrlrorlroocl.
I askecl the strr<lcrrts ultv rt persorr ri'lrosc grcrtt-grclt-glrrrcllrther crnigrrrtccl frrrrrr

(lhirra 1i0 rcrrrs rrqo is still callccl un ".\siarr-Arrrcricirrr," ulrilc:r l)crsorr rilrosc fir-
thcr crrrignttccl fronr (lernrartv fiftr rcars rrqo bccorncs jrrst rr pllir old "-\nicricarr"

itt ottc gcticratioti rtot lt "(lcnnan-Arrrcric:trr" or lr "l,,rrro'l)can-;\nle riclur." \\'c'rc
all prettr rcccrtt trarrspl:rrrts herc (trrrlcss rcLr'rc irrcligcnorrs), so rilrv is it tlrll onlr'

1>coplc of color arc firrcecl to frrcc up to their historics of rrrigrrrtiorr? \\'hr is it that
pcoplc of colot are still trcltccl like risitors in tlrcir orirr lronrc? llccarrsc bcirrg
,\rrrerican is still vcrr rrrLrc'lr :rborrt bcirrg u'lritc.

I'nr so tircd of lrcaring these kinds of tlrirrgs tinr ri hitc pe ol>lc. lt's likc u skinni'

l)crsou slvirrg th:rt lat 1>eoplc arcrr't cliscrjrrrinatecl xgilillst,,,,,,,,,,,,r clrrinrinq tlrrii
tlrcrc's rro srrcli thing ls gcrrclcr irrcclrr:rlitt. Is it so difficult kr rrnclcrstancl? Orrc of
the pcrks of bcirrg irr a privileqecl position is tlrlt voir clon'l havc to tlrirrk rrbout it.

l{acisrrr is so irrgrainecl itr ottr clottiinarrt cultrrre that ric clorr't cvcrr lccogrrizc
it for u,lrat it is anvnrore. r\ncl nc'rc so sc;ucanrish aborrt talkirrg abolrt nrcc that rie
rnoicl it at all costs. So n'c tcll oursclvcs that the profilirrg of r\rrrbs urrcl othcr brori'n-
skinnecl peoplc as potcrrtial terrorists is iiborrt u'ccdirrq orrt rcligious Irrrrrtics, nrrt
rrbottt racc. '\rrcl irltlrorrqh the lou-iricorrrc lrousirrg prcjccts irr kru'rr are filleci al-
rnost crrtirclv n'ith black rllcr), \\,orrcrr arrcl clrilclrcrr nlro riclc tlre brrs, rilrilc tlrc
rrcighborhoods of trcrrclv botriiqrres ancl overpricccl c:rfes are lillecl u'itlr rrrostli
rrlritc profcssiorrals riho clrive brirncl nen StJ\/s, it lils nothirrg to rkr n'itlr rlrcc anci

lristoric opprcssiorr; it's all about class. nork ethic. urd lcvcls of cclrrcltion, riqlrt?
()nc of tlrc rttost coulnlon arguntcrtts I lrcrrr rrgltirrst rlcc-bascd affirrrurtivc ac-

iiort is tlris nlrolc theorr that the nrcc problern h:rs becrr solvccl urrcl that irrcc;rutl-
itr krclar f:rlls nrrrclr rrrorc alurrq tlrc lirrcs of clrrss.

I'ttt rrot trvirrg io clorrnplav the role of econorrric clrrss irr crcltirrq divisiorrs in
ottr socictt, brrt ] dorr't tlrirrk class arcl nrcc curr bc conrparccl sirlclx.sidc rrs cc;rurlli
uciglrtcd f;tctors. \\'lrcrr ric colnl)arc thc strugglcs of rr uorkirrg-cl:rss nlrilc l)crson
to:r rrri<ldlc-cl:rss or afflLrcrrt blrrck,,\siarr or l,rrlirr,r pclson. rrc irrrqut tlrc frrrrda-
trtctrt:tl diffcrcrrcc bctnccrr cl:rss ancl r:rcc: cllrss is rrrrrtalrlc. rrrcc is rrot. So if a

\rorkirrg-class rilrilc nnn prrts orr thc riglrt clotlrcs, lrls tlrc rigltt cotrrrccliorrs,:rrtrl
qcts tlrc riglrt ccltrcatiorr, ltc crrrr tr:rrrsccrrcl Iris cllss stuirrs rurd slip irrto a "nlritc-
collar" uorlcl Irccarrsc lris skirr color alloris hini to bc sonrcrilrat "irrrisil>1c." Rut rro
tttltttcr hou'rttttclr lllolrcv or cchrcatiorr arr afflrrcrrt l;1rrck, .'\silrrr, or l,atulo ll:ll or
\\orrrilrl rtcc;ttircs, irr toclar''s.'\rrrcrica, tlrcr uill still lrc trcrrtcd likc l sccorrcl-class
crtizctt or rtrt "otltcr" ir rrrosl clitc social lncl rrrofi'ssiornl circlcs. N,larrv ri'lritc
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parclrts woulcl bc lcss u1>set if tlrcir kicl l>rorrght horrrc a girlfriencl or bor'fricrtcl frotrr

a ciiffcrcrrt tax lrracket tharr sorncorrc lho is Korcurt, black, Arab or l\lcricln. L,ct's

not f<rrgct tlrat rrp rrntil 19(r7 it n'as still illegal irr sirtccn states frrr pcoplc fronr dif-
ferent racilrl backgrorrncls kt tttarn'.

\\Ie rirakc tlrcsc arqrrnrcrrts aborrt cl:iss so tlrat n'c \\'or)'t hrve to fircc ttlt to tn'o

of tlie most pairrful -r'ct olx'ious-tnrths aborrt thc socich ric livc in: (ll Our clonr-

irrarrt crrltrrre is bLrilt ul)on a racist iclcologv tlrat srrstains :rrrcl prorrrotes a race-b:rsccl

ix)\\'cr lricrarchr, ancl (2) ll'not acknon'leclgirrg tlrc hierarchr tlrat ric all partici-
pate il, \\'c llcll) reinfrrrce tlrat racist heqenrorrl cvcn'clar,. What a tanglccl n'cb of
lics n'e \\'e:lvc.

Yct jrrst ackrrori'lcdging anci rvantirlg to clrangc a cllltrlre of ntcisnt is onlr lralf
thc blttlc.'l'aking rcspurrsibilitv for hori it plars uut irr orrr privlte livcs rs sorrrc-

rit:rt norc clrallcrrging.'lhis crrtails taking an honest look at olrr frienclships ancl

rorrrantic relatiorslrips arrd eranriuirrg lron lrrqcr forces slutpc ottr clcsires and so-

ci:tl intcractions. llecausc cvcn thollgh nrost of us rcfusc to aclmit it, attractiorr isn't
colorblir rcl.

I agrcc riitlr critics n,ho s:rv tlrat just having "friencls" of a cliffcrcnt color cloesn't

neccssarilv rrrakc vou :l nlore opctr-rrrirrclccl person. I knon' plcrrh' of pcople \\'ho

prrll thc "I har,c a black/Clhinese/C]herokcc fricrrd" carcl vn,hen the cocktail parh'

discrrssion trrrrrs io racc, r'ct thcir circle of closc fricrrcls arid their historv of clatirrg

rcr,'cals ther"r'e never vcrrtLrrcd outsidc of their ou'n kirrcl irr tlrcir tnost itrtimate re-

latiorrships (see blackpeoplclor,'cus.conr for nrore on this topic).'l'okcrtisni is trever

a prcth' sighi, 1>articrrlarl',' u,hcrr vou'rc thc token. On the other harrcl, r'c'ru have to

start sorrrcn'lrcrc, ancl taking the risk of gcttirrg to knon'sollleolle of :r cliffcrcnt race

or ethnicitv is at jcast a stcp in the right clircctrorr.

What I brrmp up ag:rirrst tirrrc ancl tinre again is this sort of n'lritc liberal
lrl'pocrisr', n'lrcre pcople stick to thcir orirr in thcir prir.ate lires, r'et clain tlro'fecl
soliclarih' n'itlr groups of ircligenorrs people lurlftr,a1' across tltc glclbc n'ith u'horn
tliev riill never have a rllcaningful corn'crsation.'l'his \\'ns an orrgoing thcttte at tnv

prcclornirrantlr nhite ancl verr'libcral rurivcrsih', u'lrcrc evcrvolre rias irr soliclaritl'
li'ith thc Zapatistas irr C)hia1>as ancl the f:rcton'n'orkcrs in Clrina and the starving

chilclren in Africr. But \\'lrcrr clisctrssiorrs about the sorrv state of clivcrsih'or) otlr
o\\'lr c:rrnl)us or thc racist rrnclercrrrrents (irrclLrclirrg arr activc KKK that rcgularll'
clistribrrtecl lerflets) of tlrc tori'rr itsclf calrc rrp, pcople corrlcl onlv slrift rrnconrfort-
ablr, irr tlrcir scats. It's too casr,to clairn soliclarih'nith pcoplc of cliftcrent Itlck-
grorrncls frorrr uf:rr-tuu clorr't lravc to t;rkc ch;urces ancl cnclurc tlre cli:comf,,rt of
havinq vorlr o\\'ll PersPectivc :rrrcl uncorrsciotrs asstunptions abottt race clrlllerrged.
lirarnirrirrg arrd brcaking clon'n the racial borrnclurics irr our pcrsolral lii'cs is iust as

importarrt as :rclclrcssirrg irrjtrsticcs on a global scalc.

Nori that I'r'e qraclrr:rtccl arrcl rnuvccl to Sarr F'rancisco, I'r'c forurcl the saltc n'i1l-

frrl blirrdrrcss in tlrc norkl>lace -particularlv riitlrirr the novs nreclia. \\/e prrt :r lot

of lip-scn'ice to figlrting rltcial cliscrirrrirratiorr ancl lhc rrcecl for tliversih. rct thcrt'

arc fcu lo rro pcoplc of color irr high-lcvcl positiorrs ott tltc rttastlrcacl.

I1 Cltirtg I lterson.al\loices: Ltttcirrg llp to ti(rce Zlg

Wc w'arrt so ltacllv to l>clievc that institutiorr:rl racisrrr is sonrcthinq that is gclirig
ott "ottt thcrc" irr thc riorlcl, nlrctr ilr fact it ]ras tarrglccl roots in ouiprir.atc liycs.
\\/hetlrcr lic tt'attt kt ackrrou'lcclge it or rrot n,c all liarc a clroicc to |re eitler ac-
corlll>lices or evcn'clav revolrrtionaries. It's tirrc to facc the lact tlrat tlrc srrrall, u1-
cotlsciotts choiccs ut tttake irr our privatc lir,cs-likc uho ne fccl safc sitting rrcxt
to orr thc brrs, n'ho n,e clroosc to bc our colleagtres at u.ork, ancl r.cs, 

"r.",r 
,,,1,,r r,."

cltotlsc as our itttitttatc flicnclr rnd l,,r.rr-bccorrrc thc blrrcprints fcrr thc slrapc
:rrrcl color of orrr socich ns a nlrolc.


