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l3 Plillips-I;eitr I'l'1rc b',cluccrtion of'lassic'tr llit,era l8l

br:rttchcs of govcrrrnrent arc controllcd br Rcpublicans, it seenrs likelr that thc
Brr:lr \rlrrriuirlrrrtior's r isiorr rr ill ,,,or bc rcflct.tr.d irr lrrir.

'l-hc Pcrsonal Rcsponsibilih'ancl Work Opportturitv Rcccxrciliatiorr Act of lgcXr
trtattclatcs tltat rccipients of public assistance \\'ork in retunr for thcir checks.'l'hev
llltlst cither firrcl iobs or, lailing tlris, participrrtc in statc-nrn u,ork prograrrrs for a

tttitritlttttt of thirh'lrours :r ri'cck (split bctneen tn'cuh hours of paicl or rrnpaicl
work, artcl tett hortrs of participation irr other l)rogrilnrs likc johscarclr serviccs).
Shotrld states fail to trreet this rlork rcclrrirenrent, ther fircc the loss of fccleral grants.
(Ntlartv citics, like Neri York, havc raisccl thc rrunrber of rcclrrirecl r,rcrk hours above
the fecleral tnitritnrtttt-in thc case of Nen'York, to thirtr.fivc per neck. It's callcd
a "sirrrulatecl n'ork n,eek.")

LJrtder tlrc l9cXt lalr, collegc cclucatiorr cannot bc substitutccl for anv part of
the 1>rirttarv rvork rccluirenrcnt. hr Ncn,York Cih, tlrc resrrlt is clear: lJcfore u'elfare
reforrn, 28,000 CUNY stuclcnts \\'crc orr ri,clfarc. Bv sPrirrg 2002, 5,000 \\'cre-a
cleclilte evctt steeper tlran tlie cclcbratecl (r0 percent dnrp in Nov York Cih,'s li,el-
fare rolls.'l'oclav, altlrorrgh rtcarh 60 pcrcent of .,i,clfare recipicnts in the cih. lack
a high school cliploma or a GL,L), onlr' 2 perccnt are enrollcd in hlSL or GIID pro-
gr:lllls, atrcl fcu'er thart 4 percent are engagccl in firll-tirtre education or training.
"New' York Citl has otte of thc rrrost sophisticated s\,stenls of higher education in
the cottntrt,, btrt n'clfare rccipicnts arc cssenti:rllv slrut orrt of it," s:u,s Wcncly Bach,
atr attortte'n'at tlre LJrbari Justice Ccntcr u'ho n'orks u'ith ncllare recipicrrts.

'l'he basic presrtrtrption behirrcl li'elfare rcforur is thc lrarsh nroral logic of tlic
rl'orkhottse. Welfarc rccipients, so the theorv goes, are poor because tlrcr, lack thc dis-
ciplirre to holcl clolrrr a job. But \\'ollrcn u,ho:rre stnrqgling to scizc hold of a little
bit of rrpn'arcl rrobilih' lral'e :r diffcrcnt cxperiencc: 'fhev feel likc thev n'ork all tlie
trnre.

Patricia Williams, a 32-r'carllcl Brooklvrt rtative ancl rrrother of a gorgeous, crr-
crgetic l8-rtronth-olcl girl, gradtratecl frorrr Hrrnter last vear. Slre plans to go back
to school soureclar' for :r uraste r's. "l n,ant to rurr a high-cltralih, clar,carc ccnter," savs

Williants, n'lto r'r'as or1>lrarrccl at an errlv age. Wlrcn she startccl ',iorking, shc clicl

terttp jobs-"even'tliing frcltn asscnrbling thc folclers for tlrc nen,N.Iao's o,'ent to
sctting rr1> yrcrfume siurtplcs to shelling riuts." Aftcr a n,hile she dcciclecl to get arr

associatc's clegrec irt cotttptttcr scn'ices. Lackirrq parents ri'ho could help lrcr oLrt,
shc appliecl for riellare as a kincl of firrancial aid. "l rient on public:rssistance to
get ahcacl." Nter corrrpleting hcr clegree, shc crrrolled at F{urrtcr. Brrt thcn came
ri'cilare reforrri. lncl shc lracl to enter WllP.

Williarn's first assignnrctrt urrclcr WEP rias lrousekeeping at a conrnrtrnitv
scrtior-citizen ccnter itt clon'rrton'n N{arrlrattan. It n'asrr't a job she n'ould lrave
chosctr-sltc lives in Brookir,n ancl corrmrrtes to IJurrtcr, on the LJppcr l,,ast Sicle,
fcrr school. Brrt slrc got trp et 5:1U cicrl nrornirrq to be at n.ork at i,lO, "cleaning
bathrottttts ancl gathcring garbagc." At noon, slrc u'ent rrpton'n frrr chss, then l>ack
clou'tttontr in thc late:rfternoorr frrr anothcr stirrt of nraicl u,ork.,,\t the comnrrrnih.,
cettter, "tltcv kticn trre as Pat thc Wl,lP uorkcr," slrc saicl. "']'hel.clicln't krrori that
I hacl nrr,associate's, or tlrlt I n:rs liorking tou,:rrcl rnl,bachclor's."

TUB Enuc,qrroN oF ]trssrcA Rrvnnq

Kim Pl-riliips-Fein

Jessica Rivcra (rrot hcr rcal rrarrrc) is a sliglit, corlposccl 20-i'car-olcl Hrrnter Col-
lege strrcleli. She gren Lrp in the Bronx, raised br her niother ancl ertendecl fanr-
ilr. No onc in hcr fauiili'has conrplctc<l collcgc, so Rivcra n'as tlrrillccl to gct
acccptccl to Hurrtcr Collcgc, onc of the bcst schools in the Cih tJniversih,of Nen'
York. "lt \\'as nr\i top choice," shc sar,s.

hr the lcgenclan herdar,of Clih'Colleqe in tlic lc)J()s arrcl '40s, Rivcra's coulcl
havc bccn a classic ston of up\\,ard rrrobilih'. Hacl shc cujovecl silnilar opportuni-
tics, slrc rrriglrt o'cn havc nouncl up nith In'ing Ilor.ie ancl Daniel Bell, "argrring

the ri'orlcl" in the cafeteri:r:rlcoves. l}rt Ril'era's nrother-n'ho n'as injurccl at thc
Bronr f:rctorv that she n'orkecl nt nranr'\'ears ago-is orr public assistarrcc. Wherr
Rir,era turnecl 18, riclfarc casc\\'orkcrs tolcl Irer shc u,oulcl ha'n,e to report for tuentr,'
b thirh' hours a \\'cck k) tlrc cih.'s Work lixperience Progranr (WItiP) if she n'antecl

to keep collecting the benefits she ancl her nrother clcpcucl on. "Tho,'offcrccl rnc
jobs lvorking in the park, cleaning toilcts, clcanirrg trarrsportation."'l'he long hours
u'oulcl har"c nracle it rrcarlv irrrpossiblc to cuntinue :rt Ilunter as:r firll-tinre stuclent.

At 18, Rivcra ri'as facccl riith a choice betn'een cpitting school for a clcad-crcl job

ittttl l,rsitrg lrer FrLrrrilr's itrcorrrc.
For nridtllc-class Arrrcricarrs, socieh'offers mvriacl ilcentir,cs for highcr crluca-

tiorr: sclrolarslrips, interest-free loans ancl the "Hopc" tar crcclits. But for \\'onrerl on
u'elfirre, it's a clifferent stor1,. hr Scptcrnbcr the 19c)6 n,elfare refonn lari n'as up for
C)ongrcssiorral rcautlrorization. 'l'he vote did not haplrcn thcrr, bccausc of diver-
qences betu'een a bill in the Scnatc, u'rittcrr bv moclerate lLeprrblicans and l)emo-
crats, aricl thc Buslr Achrrinistrrtion's r,ision of nelfarc rcfonlr, rcflcctccl irr a Housc
bill. 'l he n,elfare l:rii' erPirecl ScPtcrrrbcr 30, ancl no compromise bill or temporarv
legislation is vct rcacll'to t:rke its place.

Orrc of tlic sticking points n,as that tlrc Senate legislation riorrlci ha',,e macle it
easier for u'clfarc rccil;icrrts to go to college. lltrslr, hon,cl,cr, tolcl thc New Yorl<

Titrtes nr Jtrll'that hc ckres not think a collcgc cclucation teaches "thc irnportance
of nork," nor cloes he think it carr "ihclp] people achieve the clignih neccssilrv so

that thei can livc a frcc lifc, frce fronr govcnrnrcnt control." Non that all threc

Rcprirrtccl nitlr pennission fiorn thc \ovcrrrLer 2),2002, issuc of '1'Ac Naliorr. l,'or sul;scripliott
irlirnrtalion, crll l-800-331 8j16. l)ortiors ofcuclr rleck's Nalion lrrgrzilc crnr bc acccssccl rt
I rttp://s s u .tlrcrirtior r.cor n
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'l'lic firral strlr\\'calic in hcr last scnrcstcr at Hrrrrtcr. Slrc askctl licr srrpcnisor for

a clllrgc irr lrcr sclreclrrlc, so tlrlt slrc could firlfill a stuclcrit tcaching reqllirenrent
slre rrccdcd irr orcler to graclrralc. "l slid I \\I)ul(l \\ork latc, on ricckcncls." \\"hen
\\/l',P rcfusccl, slrc qrrit. Inrnrecliaielr', slrc lost lrcr food startrPs arrcl N.lcdicaid..,\t a

hc:rring ckrnrrt<xvrr, slrc s;us, slrc askccl a citl rcprcscrrtalivc, "ls it llir tlrat I lrrr bcirrq

prrlled orrt of school to clo a clcad-crrd \\rl'll'iob?"'l hc cih urrrker repliccl, "Yorr rrcccl

kr krrori rihat cornniilnrcrrt is urrrl nlurt it tlrkcs kr rc1>ort to work. . . .

l,lvcrr as Ncu Yrlrk nrovcs to llrc ccrrtcr of tlrc rrltiorrai clcbatc ovcr ncllarc pol-
ici, local politic'irurs rrrc stirrtiuq trl rcsponcl to prcssrrrc to changc ilrc lun -rrruclr
of rihich is conring frorrr nclfttrc rccipicrrts tltcntschcs. hr 20(X) tlie \\'cllare l{iqhts
lrriti:rtii c (\\'RI ), ;r l lrrntcrj:rsccl orglrriz:rtiorr of crrrrcrrt urrcl frrrrrrcr ri'cl[rlc le c iP-

ierrts, srrcccssfullr lobbicd tlrc statc lcqislatrrrc to cnact a bill pernitting ri'ork-strrclv

arrd intcnrshiirs to sLrbstitutc frrr riork rcc;uircrrrcrrts. Irr sprirtg 2(X)2 Cliffrlrcl NIillcr,
tlrcSpcakcroftlrc(litr (.brrncil,proposeclabillalloninguclfirrcrccipicrrtstosuir-
stitutc collcgc corlrsc uork frrr \\'l'll). Nlclrruhilc, in N{aine, legislators hai'c ttsecl

si:rtelelcl frrrrcls to srrpport collcgc stuclcrrts orr nclfltrc.'['lrc prograrrr (callcd Par-

cnts as Scholars) has been vcrv srrccessfrrl.'l'hc \\'onrcn it servcs can) a rrrccliarr

n'agc of $ll.7l uporr gr;rdrration-conrprrrecl \\ith 58 for ri'onren before entering
collegc; thcv arc also rrrorc likclr b riork irr jobs tlrai offcr lrcaltli l>cncfits. Ninch
percent of N'hinc \\onlerl ulro carrrccl a clcgrcc rilrilc orr riclfar-c lravc lcft tlrc rolls,
n'ith everr inclication that tho nill star off.

Ilrrt rihilc innovrtive local progranis irrc all to tlie goocl, the restrictivc fcclcral
policics uith rcgard to collcgc frrr nclfarc rccipicrrts arc part of a largcr social slrift
ton'arcl u corrstrictiorr of acccss kr lriglrcr cdrrcatiorr frrr poor rrrcl riorkirrg-class
Anrericans.

\\"lrcn llush ran for 1>rcsiclcnt in 20(X), hc clcscribcd lrirrrsclf as tlrc "cclucatiorr

Prcsiclcrrt," bccuusc cvcr sirrcc Holrtio Algcr, cclrrcltiorr lr:rs been kxrtecl as the ker,

to rrpuarcl nrobilih.llrrt in tnrth, the clrrestion of nho has access to collcgc has al-

ri'avs l;ccrt dccplr social and politicrl. Collcgc crrrcllrrtcrrts cploclccl clirrirrg thc grc:rt

poshvur lroorrr, in thc lrcrclar of higlr rrnion clcnsitv ancl tlic nelf:rre statc, and bdar's
collcqc ga1> sinrrrltirrrcorrslv rcflccts and pcrpchurtcs tlrc lrauglrh isolatiurr of tlrc riclr.

\brrrrg \\1)rlcn likc Jcssicl [{ivcnr, tlrorrglr, c]carlv berefit fronr rvhatevcr changes
locll organizirtions c:ur rnakc. Justulrcrr slrc uas aboutto givc up orr sclrool, Rir,cra

lcrrrrrccl alrorrt \\,'Rl. \Vitlr lcgrrl lrclp proviclccl lx the :rclrocacv grorrp, she slrccess-

fLrllr plcaclecl her casc bcforc a hcaring officcr to substihrtc nork-stuclv horrrs for
\\11'll) urrdcr tlrc statc llri.'l'lrc risirrq jrrrrior s:rvs slre isrr't r,ct srrrc ulrat slrc n'urrts

to rrurjor irr, brrt slrc knous slre riarrts to gct a rrastcr's clcgrcc er,crr, soureclrr', lt

Phl). "\\tho riants to bc ort n'clflrrc? I'rrr goirrg to lurvc ln\'o\\'l job and be incle-

pcrtclcrrt-l clorr't rrcccl to clcpcrrcl orr arrvboclr'," shc savs checrfrrllr'. IJrrt,:rt thc
slrrnc tirrrc, ulrerr slrc tlrirrks alrorrt lrcr rrrotlrcr, Rivcra's ircc groris sacl alcl rcflec-
tii'c. \\'itlr u gcrllerress thrrt sccrrrs to corrtraclict lrcr sprrrrk, she soflli'savs, "Sorlc
pcol>lc jrrstlrrnctobcorrriclf:rrc."Itis:rrlboclr'squcssuIratorrrl)rcsiclcnt nhose
l)oppv srrrclv paid lirr )'alc-tlrirrks \1)unq \\'olncrr likc l(ir,cra riill lcat-n abotrt re-

sporrsilrilih or c'orrrrritrrrcrrt pickirg rrp tr:rslr irr (jcrrtral l)ark.
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Bob F clcLnan

Richer, Whiter School Districts Are Still Cetting
More Public Funds, While the Federal Covernment
Looks the Other Way
hr thc latc 1980s, I tarrght lrealtlr arrd social strrtlics irr a Ncri \brk Citr rlr6lic
school. N{r" sttrclerrts carrie largcll frorn Africarr-,\rrrerican rrrrcl (laribbc;rrr trrrrrilics.
ancl thc scllotll n'as lor:atccl in a liighlorerh'clistrict. Becarrse frrncling n'as se tiqlrt,
\\'c hacl lro tertltttoks for a rcclrirccl cightlr-grirclc hclltlr clrrss, no cla-ssroorrr nrlps
frrr scvetlth- arrd cightlr-gradc historl classes, rrncl no 1>lrotocopvirrg rrr:rclrines tli2t
teachers ttr stttderrts cottlcl ttse fur frce.'flrerc riirs ulrn i,,, rci,unl'rr",,'r1r,,1r", or vear-
book, ancl tlie sclrool barrcl hacl fcn'er tlran tn.errh. instnrrrcnts.

'flre conclitioxrs i' tlris school ill.stratccl a criris ,rf frrrtiirrg irc,r.:rlih. i' tlre
lr'S. ;rrrlrlit stltool srslt'ttr. lrr lris I9()l lrook Srlr'r/{t, ltrr'tltrrrlilit,r. f,,rr'rrllrrrr'r h,,2,,1,
a lcllq-tirlc critic of tttrec;u:rl cchrcation, fanrorrslr'.lrpur"il tlris crisis. IIe rrgtecl, for
irtstartce, that scltools iri tlrc rich sLrbrrrbs of Neu York (liti.slrcrrt rrrorc tlrarr
ljll,000 per pLrpil in 1987, ri'hile tlrose irr thc cih iriclf rpcrrt ,,rrlr $5,j(X). 'l'hc
storV uas tlre sartte tlrroughout the corrntrr': ltcr-capita rp"r,dir,g fur poor stuclerrts
Itrlcl strrclcrits of coior irt urban:lrc:rs \\'as a fractiorr of tlrll irr riclrcr, r,ll,itcr srrbrrrl,s
jrrst nriles an'ar'.

Ol'er tcll vcars after Sutage hteqttalitias ri'rrs first prrblishccl, lrori ciosc lras tlrc
LI.S public school svstcnr conrc to 1>rovidirg cc;uitablc firrcling for rrll strrclcnts_
ftrndirrg tlr:rt is at lcast ctlrral bctw'ccn districts, or bcltcr ret, lrig'ircr irr 1;eorcr lrcas
tliat havc grc:rter rrecds?

Not Vcri'[tr, accorclirrg to:r ncri'rcport lrr,tlrc \\'asliingtorr, ]).(1.-|asccl [,,cl1ca-
tirlrr 'l'nrst. l'lltitlccl "'l'he F'rrncling Oap: l,ou-hrc,rrrrt,rrrrl Nlirrorih Stuclcnts l{c-
c'ci|e l,'en,cr l)ollars," tltc reltort cx:tntitrcs stlrlc urrcl l,,c.rr] ,-..,,r.,,,1itrrrcs irr 15,0(X)
sclrotrl districts durirtg 1999-20(X). Sirrce fcclcral frrncls accorrnt frrr,,r,lr l(/c of 1-xi-;-lic scho<ll rcsotlrces, tlris shrcll ofstate arrcl loclrl spcrrrlirrg zerocs in ,rir tlrc r,,,,ra"
,'l lirrrrlirrg irrt'tlrrrrlih.

,\c'cordirlq to tlre liclrrcation'l'nrst strrtlr', ihc poorcsi 2j'l ol sclrool clistricts i1
cttclt sllttc rcccivc lll rl\crllqL of $9(16 lcss irr rtatc :rrrcl local frrrrcls Pcr PrrPrl th:rrr

l{clrrirrtecl l^ Pcrrrrissirrr of I)rllttrs c:'S,r"-c, e Pr,qrcssirc ccoror'cs,}llqitzlrc.
tr u t . tlol I rrrsrr rclscr 1sc. orq
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'l'he finll strul\\'c:llic in hcr last scrtrcstcr at Ilrrrrtcr. Slrc rrskcd ltcr sttpcnisor for
a cllillrgc irr lrcr sclreclrrlc, so tlrat slrc corrlcl ftrlfill a shrdcrrt tcaclring recluircnrcrt
she nccclccl irr orclcr to gnrclrurtc. "l said I lorrlcl riork latc, ori \\'cckcncls." \\llrcrr
\\'l,lP rcfrrsccl, slrc rlrrit. Inrrnccliatcli, slrc lost her ftrocl stltttps arrd \lcclicaicl. At a

lrcalinq clorirrtourr, slrc sirvs, shc lskccl u cih'rcprcscrrtative, "Js it llir tlrat I arrr being
pullcd orrt of school to clo a dcacl-cricl \\1F,1) job?"'l'lrc cih riorkcr repliccl, "Yott rrcccl

lo krrori rilrat cotttttiitntcrrt is lurd tr'lrat it t:rkcs to rclrori to uork. . . .

I,,rcrr as Ncu'\'ork nrovcs to tlrc ccnicr of tlic n:rtiorrul clcbrrtc ovcr nclfarc Pol-
icr'. local politicirurs rrrc startirrg to rcsporrd to prcssttrc to charrgc tlrc lan'-rrruclr
of nlrich is conrirrg frorrr riclf:rrc rccipicnls thcrrrscli'cs. Irr 2(XX) the \\'elfare Riglrts

lrriti:rtivc i\\'RIt, a llrrntcr-blsccl organizatiorr of crrrrcrt urrcl frrrrrrcr ri'el[nc rrcip-
ients, srrcccssfirllv lobbicd thc slate lcgisllturc kr crutct l bill pernrittirtg riork-shrclr'

rrrrcl intcnrships to substihrtc for sork reclrrircnrcrrts. lrr sprirrg 2(X)2 ()ifford N'liller,
tlrc Spcakcr of thc (liti (iorrrrcil, proposcd a bill alloning ricllarc rccipicrrts to sitb-

stilrrtc collcgc corlrse lrork frrr \\1F,P. Nlclrrnlrilc, irr \{aine, legisl:rtors ltavc ttsccl

stirtc-lelcl frrrrcls kr sLrl)l)ort collcgc stuclerrts orr riclfarc.'['1rc progrirtrr (cal]ecl Par-

crrts as Schol:rrs) lras bccrr vcrv succcssful.'l'he \\'onrcll it scn'cs cilnl il rrrcdian

n'agc of $ll.7l rrpon grachratiorr-corrrparcd u'itli $8 for ri'onrerr before crrtcrirrg
collcgc; tlro arc also uiorc likclr to riork irr jobs tlrrrt offcr hcalth l>cnefits. Nineh'
perce-nt of l\'lairrc \\'orrcrr nlro canrccl ir clcgree nhilc orr nclfarc lravc lctt the rolls,

nith everv inclicatiorr tlrat tlro'n'ill st;n off.
Ilut rihile innovative local prograrrrs:rrc all to thc goocl, the restrictive fecleral

policics uitlr rcgard to collcqe frrr rielfure rccipicrrts rrc part of a larger social shift
ton,arcl u corrstrictiorr of acccss to higher eclrrc:rtion ftrr poor arrcl riorkirrg-class
,\nreric:rns.

\\llicrr l}rsli ran frrr prcsiclent in 2000, lrc clcscribcd lrirrrsclf as thc "echrcation

Prcsiclcrrt," bccatrsc cvcr sirrcc Ikrratio Alger, echrcirtion lus bccrr totrtccl as tlrc kcv

to rrpnarcl rrrobjlitr. Brrt irr tnrtlr, tlrc clLrcstiorr of nlro has access kr collegc has al-

n'avs bccrr dceplr'social ancl politic:rl. Oollcgc crrrolhrrcrrts crploclccl cluring thc great

poslrlur lroorrr, irr tlrc lrcrlar oflriglr rrrriorr clcrisih ancl tlic rielf:rre statc, arrcl toclar"s

collcgc qlp sinrrrlt:rrreorrsll rcflects:rrrcl pcrpcturrtcs tlrc lrauglrh'isolatiorr of thc rich.
\irurrg \\'onlcn likc Jcssica Rivcra, thorrgh, cle rrrlr be ncfit frorn u h:rtevcr clurrrgcs

loc:rl orgarriz:rtiorrs curr rrrukc. .f rrst u'lrcrr slrc \\':ls ltl)out kr givc ul) or) scllool, Itivera
lclrrrcd alrorrt W[{1. With lcgal hclp proviclccl ll tlie aclrocacv grorrp, slrc sllcccss-

tirllr plcldccl lrcr cusc bcfirrc:r lrcrrrirrg officcr kr substihrtc n'ork-stndv horrrs for
\\'l'll) rrndcr tlrc statc larr .'l']re rising jrrrrior savs she isn't vci srrrc ulutt slrc ulrrts
kr rrlrjur irr, lnt slrc krroris slrc slrrrts kr gct lr rnastcr's dcgrcc er,ctt, sottiecla\', a

Phl). "\\Ilio rrants to bc orr rielfurc? I'rn goirg to Iravc 1ll\'o\\'11 job arrd bc irrclc-

pcrrdcrrt I dorr't rrccd to dcpcrrd orr arn'boclr'," slrc savs cheerfrrllr. But, at tlrc
sarrrc tirrc, nlrcrr slrc tlrirks lboLrt lrcr rrrotlrcr-, Riicra's facc grous sacl arrtl rcflcc-
tirc. \\'itlr rr gcrrtlcrrcss tlral sccrrrs to corrtnrclict lrcr spurrk, slrc softlv savs, "Sorrrc

pcoplc jrrst lrrrvc to bc orr ricllrrc." lt is urrrtotlr''s gllcss rilr:rt our I'rcsiclcrtt-ri,ltosc
Poppr srrrclr'1>rrirl frrr Yalc-tlrirrks \ourg \\'onrcrr likc Rivcra ri,ill lcarn abottt rc-
sporrsilrilih or cornnritnrent pickirrg rrp tnrslr in Clentral l'ark.
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"SAVAGE

Bob l.-elclnran

Richer, Whiter School Districts
More Public Funds, While the
Looks the Other Way

r\ccordirrg kr thc l,lclrrcrrtion 'l,nrst
caclr statc rcccir.c an rvcragc of $9(r(r

I. thc l:rtc 1980s, I tarrqht healtlr a.cl s.cial strrrlies ir* N.r.\'ork (iiti prr6licsclrool Nlr stuclcrlts cartre-largcll froru African-.\rrrcricur arrrl Clribbe;r, larrrilics,
arrcl tlle sc]to.l $ils loc'atccl in-:r Iiigh-po,'ertv clishict. Ilecarrsc ftrnclirrg *,as s. tiqlrt,*'e hacl 'o tcrtb.tlks fttr a req'irc.l 

"lglrtlrgrr,lc hcaltlr .1",r,,rn.ll,irsrool' 
'l;rl)sfrrr s.'c'th- arrtl eiqhth-grrrcjc hist,rr'.:irrr.i rrrrcl rr, pr,,rt,,.,,1r,r',rg rr,,rchi,rcs t6atteaclrcrs or st.clc'ts c.ulcl rrse frrr frc,e. 'r'lrcre ri,as ,1r,, ,,,, ,"tr,,,',t',,i,?,ri,al)cr or \.car_lrrok, arcl thc sch'ol barcl hacr feu'er trrar t\\'clrh' rrrst.r.rcrts.'l'hc corlclitions irr tlris school illirstratecl rr crisir,,ff,t",fi''rg inerlLralitr irr tlretj S' ptrblic schorll s',stc'r. hr lris l99l b.ok St.,ctge Ittecltnlities,f.ratlr:rrr K.z'1,a long-tirrlc critic of i,n",1,,a1 ccltrcation, farnoLrslr crp6secl tlris crisis. tlc,,.tccl, forirrst:rrrcc, that sclrools in tlic riclr srrbrrrbs of New y., l i;;t, ,1r",,t ,,ror" tr,r,,,!ll'000 per prrpil ir lc)87, *,lrilc tlrose i, tlre cih, itsclf s'cri .rilr. $ j,i00 .r;c

storY $as tlle sattlc tltrorrghrtrrt tlre corrrrtrr:per-c,afita r1r"n,li,,g f<rr 1>..r stLrrlcrrts
Itrlcl strrclcrrts of coior irr uibarr ilreils \\':rs, irr.tiun of tlr:rt irr riclrcr, ri.lritcr srrl;rrrbsjtrst nrilcs ariar'.

. - , 
or"er tcn tcars aftcr Sclrrge IneEnlities rras first Prrblishccl. hot. cl'sc lras tlreIl'S Pubiic schrlol svstcttt c'onrc to Pro'iding cqrritablc fLrrrclirrg for al] shrclc'ts-f.rrclirrg that is,t lea.st eqrral bcirrec'clistrici, or bcttcr rct, lrighcr i, 1,r.rcr urcasthrrt lravc grcater ncecls?
Not vcn f:tr' accorcl,irrg_to rt 

_tteu 
rcP.rt ll tlre \\'rrslrirrgton, I).C.-basccl l,lclrrca-tio''l'nrst llllrtitled "'l'he l"tr'clirg ()rip' Lori-lrcorrc arrcl Nlir.rill Strrclcrrts Rc-cc'ive l"c['cr l)ollars," thc rcPort .*"rrri,,", st:rte rrrrd l,,..rl .r1x,r,.1ii,.", i,, l;,(XX'1

;:l:lil:11'..ts 
rlrrrirq r999-)000 Si'cc fccrc*rrfu'crs,cc'.u,t t,, ,,,,i, 77. or prit-llc 

-scltrrrtl 
rc\('llrccs' tliis sttrclr of state and loc':rl s1;crrclirrg zcrocs irpir llrc so.rcc,,f fr rr rriirrq ir rt,t;r rrrlih..

Are Still Cetting
Federal Covernment

shrdr', thc lroorest 25,/, of sclrool rlistricts il
lcss irr statc arrcl local frrrrds pcr prrpil tlrarr

I{cf irrtccl irr pc'rrrrissi,rr -r I)rirttrs o; .Scrrrc, ri Pr,grcssirc ccororlr(,s ,r;rq;rzirrcrrl u .tlollrrsarrclscr rsc.org
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38'1 Ptrrt \t-'l'he Llcortrtrttics ttf l\ttca, (l1rrs"-' arrd Oetuler

the ricliest 25%.'llris gap llrls narro\\'cd lx'S173 sincc 1997, l;rrt it clcles irot rcflect

slifonr progress: il nirrc of '17 states c\aminccl, tltc galt riidcnecl br at lcast $100.

6 states likc Neq'York aricl lllinois, spcnding cliffcrcticcs rcnt:ritt staqgcl'irrg. totirl-

ing 52,152 ancl S2,060 pcr stu(lcrit, rcspcctir,clr'.'lhcsc figtrrcs, likc all thosc in the

striclr,, are adjustecl to account frrr the qrcater cxl)clrse ttf cchrcating stttcicnts irr pclor

clistricts ancl arcrs uith r lriqh cost of lirirrg. (Sec Chart l.)
I,'r-rrrcling irrcclrralitv puts strrclerrts of color at a sirecial clisltlvatttagc. In two-

tlrircls of staies in the l,lducatiori'l'nrst stucli, the clr.lartcr of sclrool clistricts nitli thc

highest percentagc of stuclcnts of color rccei\,e(l at least $100 lcss il statc alicl local

f,rudi"g tharr the quarter of <listricts u'ith thc loucst perccrrtagc of sirrcierrts of ctllor.

Neli, York toppcd thc charts for racial ineclualitr': tlrc clrrartcr of clistricts li'ith the

highest pcrcentagc of studcnts of cokrr rcceivccl $2,03'+ lcss itr state ancl local furrcls

per stldent than tlrc (lu:lrtcr of clistricts cnrollirrg the srtrallest pcrcetltage. (Scc

Chart 2.)

Betu,ccn i9c)7 and 2000, 30 of thc 47 statcs stucliccl clicl rrtove ton'arcl proi'id-

irrg cqrral or greatcr firnclirrq for sttrclents in poorcr clistricts-artcl sotrte st:ttcs trl:tcle

significant proqrcss. \Vhv did this happen? '\ccorclirig 
to I'lichael Rcbell, ercctttive

director of thc C)anpaign frrr Fisc:rl liclrrih,lan'suits ltave proclrtcecl sottre changes.

Neu' Jcrser,, for instarrcc, began charrneling funcls to its poorcst clistricts aftcr a

collrt challenge ; as of Z0(X), thc state govcnrrncrrt prol'iclccl rouglrlv threc titrtes as

CIIAR'| I

Poor Stuclcnts Clct [,ess: States $'ith Largest Per-Stuclent F'urrcling Oaps,

and Ll.S. Avcrage

$ r0,000

" NewYork lllinois Montana Pennsylvania Michigan U.S'

Districts with highest child poverty rates tL',,lLi oitt'ittt with lowest child poverty rates

Sour.ej Department of Education and U-S. Census Bureau.

l4 F'elchnun I "Suvage lrrcqtralities" Ret,isited lg5

C]HAI{'I'2
Stuclents of Clolor cet Lcss: Statcs nitlr Largcst pcr-Stuclerrt Iirrrrcling ()aps,
arrcl U.S. Ar,crage

-*-j

$ 10,000

$8,000
$7,262 $7,772

$6.446 $6,684

782

$4,000 -

$2,000 -

- NewYork Wyoming Nebraska Kansas Texas u.s.

, Districts with highest minority enrollment :ffi Districts with lowest minority enro;menr

Source: Department of Education and U.S. Census Bureau_

Irtttcll per-c:tpita frrncling to the poorcst cluarter of clistricts as it dicl to thc ric|est
clttarter. \\1hilc the state govenrrnent's targctecl ftrrrcls arc cotrnterbalancecl by liilclh'
ttrteqttal local resorrrccs, sttrclents in thc poorcst cpartcr of clistricts not recciye a
Iret of $324 ntore pcr capita than thosc in tlrc richcst quarter. States like Oregorr
have achievccl sirrrilar rcsrrlts rrot br targcting poorer dlshicts, brrt bv asrumirrg a
greatcr share of resporrsibilitr for school frrndirrg statc-t'iclc. Stratcgies likc Neri
Jcrst'r's rttr.'l ()r.96;1:' lrcl1, crlrl,rir llr. rrrn,^rir,qirrr<lirrg girl). ilr,.l .lurrl,l 1.,. rrotl-
cls for othcr statcs.

Rebcll notcs, lton'evcr, that state-lg'el rcmeclics arc firnclnnrcrrtallr' linritccl:
alllollg statcs, thcr':rrc "cottrpler itrtcl rrncr,en," ancl rrationalll , tltcr lcarc nrillions
of strrdcrtts trrtaffectcrl. A ttrorc porlcrful solLrtiorr rniglrt be for the fccleral govcnl-
tttctlt kr ftrrtcl tlrc prrblic sclrool svstcrrr clircctlr', as go\.cnlnrcnts cio in Carracla,
JaPan, arrcl rrost social rlcnrr,cnrtic corrntrics of Westc-nr L,rrroPe.'lbclar, tlrc U.S.
govcrtttttetlt clocs chartrtel rttotrev to poor clistricts throrrgh'l'itlc I, the largest sin-
glc fedcrll itncstutcrtt in cclrrcatiun. But'l'itlc I furrcls aic not irrtenclccl kl ccrLral-
izc-ftrrldirrg r,i'ithirt states: tlie fcdcral go'u'ernrlent lcales tlrat responsibilitv to rtatc
anci local atrtlroritics, ri,lro 1>lairrlv clo rrot cornlrlr,.

'['he neccls of studcrrts riotrlcl'bc jLrstlr scrrccl bv ierlcr'.r]lr qtrarrntcccl frrrrcling,
bttl cttrretrt slatc atrcl fcclcral policics grr:rrantco sonicthi'nj vcry cliffcrent. ,,\s
]orratharr Kozol cxplairrccl a clccaclc rg,,,'tl'lr" prescrrt svstcnr gu:rrantees tlrat those
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\\'l)o c:lu brrv a $1 nrillion lrorrrc irr an afflucnt sul)rrrl) u'ill also be rble to provicle
tlreir chilclren n,ith srrperi<)r sclrools."'l'hc tJ.S. prrblic school sr,stenr is still riggecl

irr lrvor of strrclents froru riclrcr, n,lritcr clistricts; anci as ILebell retnarks, thc LJnitccl

Strrtcs rcrrrains "the onlv rrurjor clo'clopcd countrv in the n,orlcl th:rt exhibits this

slrarrrcful p:rttcni of echrcliiorul inccluih'."
Bob licldrutur is o l)oll:irs & Sense inlenl.

RESOURCES

)onatlrrn Kozol, Sar:rgc Lrcqrralilics: Cliklren in Anrcrico's Sclrnls (Ortxur Prrblishers,

l9()l)
lt',rlucatiouol Lea<le rsltip, I)cccrrbcr l, 1993 intcn icrr' ri ith Jonathan Kozol.

(urvn .ACO IiSSedr rehvork.orq).
"'l'lre F'rrrtling C):rp: Lou-hrcorrre:trtcl \'liuorih,Shrclerrts Receive l,-erier Dollars,"'flre

I'ldrrcation'l'rrrst, Inc., (uux.ecltrrrst.org).


