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l)ouglas C. Baynton

tj'

Dts,qgtLITY AND THE

Sirrcc tlie social arrcl political ro'olrrtions of the ciglitcctrtlt cetthrn, tlre trericl iD

lcstcrrr political thoriglrt has beerr to rcfuse k.r takc tor grarrtetl irlec;rurlitics.be-

tncen persons or grollps. l)iffcrcntial arrcl tttrcclrtitl tre:tttrrettt hlls corrtitlttccl' ot

cerrrse. |rrt it lras Lccl cgrrsiclcrccl incrrnrbcnt ott tnoclertt socictics to proclrtce a

ratiorurl cxrlarratiorr for strch trcatlrerrt. ltt reccttt clecirclcs, historiarls rlrld other

sc'lrolnrs in thc lrurrr:rnitics har,c stuiliecl irrtcnsclv lrrcl oftcrr clrallcrrgcd tlrc ostett-

l,'rori'l'hc Ncu, l)isubilih. l/islon,, l'arrl K. l,orrgrrore errcl l,irttri []rrtrrtskr, cds. OoPrriqlrl ' ll)il()

\\'I I l)rcss. l{cPrintcd lrr Pertrtissiort of tllc Prrlllishcr.

() Bauttort I I)isthililt'ttrtd tlrc lrtstilictrtirrt rl ltrcqLtttlitt irt Antericttn llislut gl

silrlt mtirlrral erltlrtruttiorts frrr irrcqLnlitics l>usccl on iclcutih'-irr particrrlar, gcrrcler,
rtce. attcl ctlrllicih. Disalriliti, ltoncvcr, orrc of tlre urost 1rr"rrl",,t iustificrrtiorrs frrr
irrcc;rurlitr, lras rarell bccrr thc srrlljcct oflriskrric.rrl i,,.1rrir,.

l)isabilitr lras firric'tiorred hiskrricrrllr kr iLrstifi irrcclrralitr. ftrr <iislblccl pcoplc
[lrcrtrselvcs,butitlrasaisoclorrcsofrrrriorrrenrrrrcl rrrirrorih groLll)s.'l 'hatis,rretoirlr.
lrrr. il l,t'ttr t,rttritltti'tl irr.lifirrlrlt l, llq;11 rli'rrl,lr.tl;,..,,;,l. rrn.'.l,rrrllr. lrrrl llrt.corr-
ccpt of disabilitr ltrs bc'ert ttsccl lo jrrstilr'discrinrinatiori against'other grorrps lry at-
trilrrrtirlg drsallilitr to tlrcnr. Disabilih nas :r significant irctor in tlre- tlrrec great
cttlzcrrsllill clcll:rtcs <tf tltc rrirrctct'ntlr irnrl .rrrli lu'crrtictlr ccrrtrrrics: ncnrcrr's suf-
tr-:rqc. .\tr-icarl Alttcricart frcc'clorrt ancl civil riglrts, rtrrcl tlrc rcstriction of inrnrigration.
\\ licrr catcgtlrics of citizcrtship tcrc <lucstioned, chrrllengcd, lnd clisrrrptccl, ilisabil-
ih lrts crtlled ttrr to clarifr rrnd clelirre rilrcl clcscnecl.,rrid riho rias clcscn.ccllv cx-
clrrtlecl frorrr, citizelrslrip. Opponcnts of political rrrrcl social cclrurlitr ftrr urr1c1
citcd thcir srrpposed phrsical, intcllechral. uncl Prreh,rLrgicrl flrri,. tlcficits, ancl clc_
r iatiorrs lronr the tttalc tronn. 'l hcsc flans-irrationaiih., cxccssivc e nrotionalitr.,
lllrrsrc'rrl ricaktlcss-arc itr csscrrce rnerrtal, cnrotional, ancl phvsical clisal>ilitics, :il-
tlrorrqh tllcv arc rarclv cliscrrssccl or cxanrinccl as such. Arg,,,,r"rrt, for racial inccltral-
ih rrrrd irrrruigrrtliorr restrictiorrs irlokcd srrpposccl tenclericies to feel>lc-niirrcleclless.
Ittcrrtrtl illness, clcrtfriess, blirrclncss, arrcl otlrcr tlis:rbilities irr particrrlar raccs arrcl etlr-
rric'qrottlls. f"ttrtltertttore, disabilitl figrrrccl 1>ronrirrcltll not jrrst in argrrnrcnts /irr
tlrc ircclrralii'.f *,'err a'd 

'rirr'ritics b.t als. ir argrrrre'ts agttirtst tlr.sc i'-
(rlu;rlrli(\. Srrtlr rrrqrlrrt.rrls l.rk llrr.f.r.rrr ,,f rig,,rorr, rl.rri,rl, llrrrl llr. gr.,rrrPs irr
qrrt'stiort :rcttrallr lrad tlresc clisabilitics; tlrcl rlcre not clisrrl>lecl, thc urqLrlrerrt qe1t,
rrrltl tlrcrefilrc ttcre tt<tl l)r()pcr rtrl>jccts fi,i tli.crirrrination. Rarcly |,6e oppressccl
(lrrtl;;',1,'"1.,1 llr;rt tlisrrbilih is;rrr rrtlt.t;rr:rlt,jrrslifit.:rliorr l,,r.r,,t.i,rl,r,,,l P,,lil'i.,,1 ir,_
ct;rrrrllh.'l'hus, lr'lrile di.sablccl pcoplc catr bc corrsiclcrccl orre of the rrrinorrh.qroul)s
lrjskrricallr assigrrecl ittfcri,rt 'trrirri rrncl srrbjcctecl kr cliscrirrrination, clisabilih' Ias
tttrtctiotlccl for :rll such groul)s :rs a sigrr of arrcl justificrtior for irrferi.,ritr. . . .

l'lle rrretttphor rtf thc rrattrrul vcrsrrs tlre nronstrorrs n'as a liurcllrrrrerrtrrl rrrrr ,rf
cotlstr.trctittg social rcalih irr [',drrrrrnd I]rrrkc's tirrrc. Bv tlrc latc rrilctct,rrt[ rrrrcl
t;ltlt lrttlrlitllr tttllttritr. lt,,ttcrtt.llrt torttlll ,'l'llrt rlrlrrrlrl rr;r' 1,,ir glr.ill (.\l(,nl
disllllc'cd or srtbsttrnccl br thc corrccpt of rrururalitr.l Sirrc,c tlren, nonnalitr. lrrs
ll.cc'rr dcltl.rccl irt rrll aspects.f 

''r.clcrrr 
lifi':rs a r'eurrs.f 

'casrrrirrg,.,,a.l,,ti)irri,rllr(l lll;lllrlqillq 1t,'ltrrlrttiorts (arrcl rcsistirig srrc'lr nrarr:rgenrcrrt). Norrri:rlih is a corrr-
l)ltrtrrttttPl.rrillrrrrrc'lir,l,qq llrrrl irrtlrrtlr..llrt'rist.i,fllrr'',,tirrl,t.i..r,,1.,r,llrt.,t.i-
cttcc of statistics, rrrrd indrrstrillization nitli its neccl for irrtcrcharrgcablc parts ancltltlcrc'lratrgcalllc uorkers. It lras beerr usecl in a renrarkablc rrrrg"-uf cortcxts arrclttitlr rl lrcriilclcrirrg r':rrich trf conrrotuti,rrs. 'l'lre rrrrtrrral ancl the rrgrlral botlr arc

l]tltt 
t'l estlblishirrq tlic irnirersrl, 1111.,,'.'ti.nable qoocl arrd riglrt. lloth arc als<r

)ll.l' i'f,.",,,t.,1i'lr.irrq_',,c-ill hicrarchics tirat jrrstilr thciclenirrl uf l.'gitir,',,.,r. rrucl ccr-
';tttt rt{ltl'lo i;1,1,rirlrr,rlr,'r qr()ul)\. ll,rllr rrrt.t.,,rrrlilrrlt,rl irr l;rrqt.jl,rrl 1,, lrt.irrg.r,tItl ollPositiorl kr crrltrrralh vlriablc rrotiorrs of clisrrbilih - jrrst .s tlrc r*rtrr'rl *,lrstttcltrtirrqfrrl irr rcl:rtiorr t,r tlrc rrr,,nrlr.lr\ ln(l lhc clelirrrnccl, so:lrc tlrc crrltrrrlltllc:ttrirrqs.f tlrc rr.rrrul Pr.cl.cccl i, tarrclcrr *itrr clisrrrririh.. ..1
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As urr cvolrrtiollrlr\ conccpt, norrrralih'u'as intinrutelv corrrrcctctl to the ri'cstcru

lrotion oi proqrcss. lJr tlrc rricl-rriuctccrrtlr centrrn, noll\\'llitc rllccs \\'cre rottlinclv
corrrrcctcd kr lreople uitli clislbilitics, lrotlr of rihonr ucrc clcpictcrl ls croltttiottarr'
lrrgg:rrcls or tlrrorilracks. r\s u (orsc(lucrcc, tltc cottccpt of clisabilih, interhrirrccl
riitlr tlrc corrccpt of racc, usa :rlso clrrglrt rrp irr iclcas of cvoltttiotutrr'1;rogrcss. l)ltls-
ical or rnerrtll llrrronrurlitics rierc courrrrorrlv clcpictcd as ilrstalrccs of utavisrrr, rc-

vcrsiorrs to carlie r stlrgcs of cvolrrtionan clcve loprrrcrrt. I)on r's svttclrotnc, for
erarrrplc, rirrs crrllcd Nlonqolisrn lrv tlrc dockrr rrlro first iclcrrtifictl it in l8(r(r bc-

carrsc Irc bclicrcd tlrc svrrilronre to bc tlrc rcsrrlt ofrr l>ioloqic:rl rcvcrsi<.ttt lrr'(larr-
crrsiarrs kr tlre Nlorrgol nrcirrl hpc. 'l'cachers of thc clclf at tlrc cncl of the ccnturv
spokc of rnakirrg dcaf chilclrcn lllorc likc "rrurrnal" pcoplc:rrrcl lcss likc saragcs bi
forbiclclirrg tlrcrrr tlrc usc of sign Lrnqrr:rge, lrrcl ilro opposcd dcaf niarriagcs nitlr a

rlrckrric of cio]rrliorulrv proqrcss arrcl clccline. . . .

[)isrrbilih argrrrncrrts riere prorrrircrrt irr justifications of slaven irr tlrc carli t<r

nricl-rrirrctccrtlr ccrrtun ancl of other frrnns of rrrrccrull rclations bctueetr rihitc arrcl

blirck Anrcricarrs aftcr sl:n'cn's dcrrrisc.'l'he nrost colllnlon clisabilitl'argrunertt for

sllvcn u'rrs sinrl;lv that.\frican ,\rrrcricarrs llckcd srrfficient intelligerrcc to participatc
or conrpetc orr rrrr cc;ual basis in sociell riitlr nlritc,'\rtcric;rtts.'l'his allegccl clcficit

n'irs sonrctirncs altributccl kr plrrsical cilllses, rs rilrcrr arr:trticlc orr tlrc "diseirses ancl

plrrsical pccrrli:rrities of ihc rrcgro rucc" irr thc Neu' ()rleuts l,,letlical arul Surgical

lotLnul lrclpfrrlll crPlaine cl, "lt is lhc clcfcctii'c lrcrrratosis, or atnrosPhe rization of thc

bloocl, corrjoirrcd n'ith l deficiencv of cercbr:rl rrr:rttcr ir tltc crartiutn, and iur excess

of nen<trrs rrrrritcr clistril>rrtccl to the rlrgirns of sensrtion ancl assirrrilatiorr, tlrat is the

tnre c:rrrsc of tlr:ri clcblscrrrcrrt of rrrirrcl, uhich has renclerecl tlre people of Africa un-

al;lc kr tlkc crrrc of thcniselr,es." I)iscrscs of blacks \\'crc conlrnonlv attribrrtccl to "in-

terior urgarrisrrrs urrcl corrstitrrtiorral neakuesscs," rilrich ucrc cluirnccl to bc artrotrg
"tlie nrost pronorrrrcecl nrcc c'lurrlctcristics of tlrc ,,\nrcrican ncgro.' \\'hile thc srrp-

poscdlv lriglrcr intclligerrce of "nrrrlattos" conrparccl kr "purc" blacks n'as offcrecl as

eviclcrrcc ftrr tlrc supcriurih'of ulritcs, tlrosc nho argrrecl rgainsl "nrisccgcrratiort"

clairrcd to tlrc contran that tlrc proclrrcts of "trcc-rrrixirg' \\'crc tlrcrrrsclvcs less irt-

tclligcrrt :rrrcl lcss lrcrrltlrr tlrarr rricrribcrs of cithcr racc in "prrre" ftrnrr.r .\ rrrcclicll
cloctor, Jolur \/an l,,rric of Noi \irrk, ur<xlccl tlrat tlrc "cliscasc rrrrcl disorgrrrrizutiott"
irr tlrc "abrror.rrrll," "blotclrccl, dcfirrrrrccl" oilspring of t]ris "nrorrstrorrs" act "collld rlo

rrrorc crist bcvond a qi\cll periocl llr:rrr arn otlrcr plrrsicll clcgcrrcrlrtiorr, llo rlrorc

tlurrr tLrrrurs, ('ilnccrs, or-oilrcr lrbrrorrrral grontlis or plrisical discasc c:rrr bccorne per
nriurcrrt." Sorne clainrccl greltcr "corporcll vigor" ftrr "rrrixccl off.sprirrg" brrt a cletcri-

runrtiorr irr "rroral arrd irrtcllcctrurl crrdonrrrcrrts," rilrilc still olhcrs sau greater
intclligencc llrt "1lailtr," "lcss st:rrrrirr:r," :rrrcl "irrlrcrcrrt plri'sic:rl ncaknesr."l

'\ sccorrcl lirrc of dis;rbilih argrrrrcrrt rrrrs that,{fr.icarr,,\rrrcricurrs, bccattsc of tltcir
inlrcrcrrt plrvsicll:nrcl rrrcrrtal ricakrrcsscs, \\'crc l)rollc to bccorttc clisablcd ttttclcr cott-

clitions of frecdoni ancl cclrralilr'.,\ Nc\\'York nreclicul jourrral rcporlcd that dcahrcss

rias tlrrcc tirrrcs rrrorc colrullolr and blinclncss turce ls conulloll:ullolrg fr-cc lr]acks

irr thc Nortlr corrrlralccl to slavcs irr the Sorrllr. Jolrrr O. (iallrorrrr, senltor fi.orrt Sotttll

() Bat'tttort I l)ixrbilitt' dntl the lLLstificution of Ineqttaliil irt Arrteriunt Hisktn gj

(lrrrolina:ittcl otlc of tlic nrost irrflucntial spokcsnrcn frrr the slave st:rtcs, t6o'ght it a
po\\crl1ll argtttttettt irr clcfcrisc of slavcrr.thai thc "nrrurbcr of clcaf arcl clLr'rb, blirrcl,
idiots' lrtcl itlsatrc, of tl.re rteqr,,.r in tlic Strrtcs tlrat havc clrangecl tlrc auciert rcla-
tjon bct[ccn tlrc races" \v:rs se\.cl) tirrres lriglrer t]rarr irr tlrc slarle statcs.j

\\'lrilc lntrch has llcerr writtcn al>out tlrel irrstification of slar,erv ll.rcligio.s lcacl-
crs in tlrc Sotttlr, trtorc rteecls trt be saicl about sirnilrrr jrrstificetions by nrcclical cloc-
krrs l)r' Sarnuel Oartrl'right, irr 1851, frrr crarrplc, clescribcrl tw<r hpes of nrertal
ilirrcss to Ihich ;Vricart Attrcricans w,crc especirrlir .rrbjcct. 'l'he first, l)ra1>ctor'arria,
x c'()llditioll tliat carrsccl slaves to rtut An'a\'-"as nnrch a clisease of thc nrincl as a'',
r,llr( r \i)('( ir'\ of tncrrLrl ;tlit,t'tlirtr"- ,,,,, ,..,,,,,,,,,,, ilnlollg ,llrr.c. tr 1,,,; ,,,.r;.;_ i;;,;i"rlrrttlc thcttrscl'cs t.o fattriliar uitlr tlreli, treatirrg thcnr aieqrralr." ltir" lcecl kl srr6-
rrrit to rt ttraster \\'as brrilt irrto thc ven'l>oclies of ,Vrican Anrcricals, irr r,r.lrour,,u,e
scc'qcrllr f/exif'$'ritterr irr thc plrrric,ri stnrctrrre of lris knees, lr.:irrg,,,,,r. flcrecl or
bcrrt, tharr artt'othcr kirrcl of ttt:rn."'l'he scconcl nrcntal cliscasc p.,Z,,lia, to Nrica'
'\lrrcricarts, Dvsacstlrcsia Aetlriopis-a uniclrre ailrnerrt cliffcrirrg "fro1r eycr' .tlrer
sPccics rf r.e'tal clise:rse, as it is accorrrirr'i".1 *.ith phvsical ,ii,,, ,r. l.Ju;';' ,;i;il;
irodr"'-rcsrlltecl irt a clesirc to al'oicl lvrirk ancl gcrrc,-nliv t,r.ri,r",,,is"lri"f. It *.as
ruorrruorrlv kncxur to or.crscers as,,rascalih.." lts cause, sirnilar to tlrat of l)rapetoma_
Itiit' *lls a lack clf firrtt g,r'crtt;rttct, rtrr.i it *as tlrcrcforc lar rnore colll'loll :'1ollg
frcc'blrrcks tltatl atttortg slavcs-irrdeecl, lcarlv rrnivcrsal :lnrong thelr-altlrotrgh it
\\'ls rr "coulnrou occllrrcncc or bacllr_glr.cr1ccl plaltatiorrs,' as iyell.(,

l)r' \/arr Iivrie also contributecl to tlris linc of thought ll,hen lie u,rote in thc
l16()s tlrat eclucatiort.f r\fricarr Arneric:rns c:rrne "at thc lxpcrrsc of thc boclr,,, short-
c'rlrrrq tlrc existctrce" artcl rcstrltecl in boclics "cln,arfccl or clestrovecl" bi, tlie .rrratu-
Ltl rrcrtiorr. "Ail'edrrcatccl negro,'like a'frce negro,,is a social lr1,rrstrosrtr,, eve'tttrtrc tttttl:ltttral artcl relNlsi'"e than the latter." He arguecl furtlier ihat, si'ce t6c'bel.rrgcd t. a racc irrferior bl rahrrc, rll/ bracks \\,ere 

'eccssrlrilv 
i,rferio, ;;;1;,

trl1 * jritcs. lt rccasiorall' happcnccl trrat a partict,r,,, ,ri,li ;.;r;,; ,;;,, ,ot bc s._

]l:.1.'"',,l" 
rrll hlack Pc'r,ple bec:ttrse of a 

"o,rclitiori 
that "clefor,,,s or bilglrt, inclir,icl-Irill\: fllc\ ttlltr'[re iclirltic, ittsatte, or otlieni'ise incairablc." But tlresc tr'rat.ralcrcellti'rts tr tlre 

^rlc 
*erc "the resrrlt .f htrrrarr 

'i(.r's .rir.es .,, i.,
r'c'tliatc n, 

'..,''ot.'.ll 
(-)'l' clisabilih, rrrrqlrr 1,,,,1'l'llli'li. i,ll"i,l 'lT.iil'lJlillii'iikr tlrc lcr.el of beirrg of a urarkecl ,r...i. . .

,.... ''tttt', 
l\'licliael Scrttt has clcscribccl lrou, l>oth colscrvati'cs ancl liberals 6ave

"tttg ttrltl lttl ettctlsivc rel;ertorv of "clanragc inragcrr,," to clcscribc Af1ca1 A'reri-
i,:l:l); l'"llr.nutivcs 

"o-PerarcclPrirrrarirl,fr,,ri, rvithii a biorogicar rrr,,,.*'rlrt,rrd ar-
5'tL(Lr()r'tlrc ttttt:ttc irrlerioritv rf peoplc of Africarr clesccnt" ir orcler to justifi,,social
jill:']]:'lli'::1,t* lr^i,,, l,il,t'r;rl' rr,r'irrrrrirrr.,l rlr:rI s,t.i;rr t.,rr<lirirrrrs ,,Jr..';..,;;;;,:;-
i::i,t:]l'lrlatk 

trrtct'i.ritr and rrsccl clarnage inragerv to argrrc for irrchrsion a.6 relra-
lr,',',']1,'l,lll'. l'lil 

tt'q;trtllt'ss ,f llreir irrlcrrti,rrrs. Sr',,tI rrrqrri.s. lilrerrrl rLrrrrrrqt, irrng.rr
,r : :l:l].:::ltltc bclrcf rvstcnr that uradc n'hircs fcel superior in trie first p[,".." d,,th

,i,:,,::].1::lllft 
a'rl,rritr" of c.nscr'arii'es arrrr ribcrar.s-a prrrase trrat lcSrarr' 

'veil\'\\crll)c\ lttskrttcrtllr prcvalcrrl attitudes tou'arcl clisablccl people-frarlecl Ar'eri-
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clus of ,\frican (lcscent as clcfcctivc. Scott citcs the erlrrrlrlc of (ihnrlcs S. Jolrrrsorr,
clrair of tlrc social scicrcc dcpartnrent ancl later l)lcsi(lcrlt of I"isk IJtrivcrsitr', u]ro
krld strrclcrts irr I l92t sl)ccclr that "the socioloqists classifl Negrocs uitlr cripplcs,

l)crsons rlitlr rccoqnizccl plrisical hanclicaps." l,ike Johrrsorr, Scott is critical of tlre
tact ihat "Afl-ic:ur ,\nrericarrs ncrc ottcn lurrrpcd n'ith thc 'clcfcctilc,"clelirrclucrrt,'

rurrcl dcpcnclerrt c'lasscs."'l'his is ulrviorrslv l bacl placc to bc "ltrrrrl>cd." Scott clrtcs

not rsk, lronercr, nlrr tlrat nright bc tlrc cases'l'he:rttribrrtion of cliscasc or clisabil-

itv to rucial rnirroritics lras a lonq historr'. \'ct, nlrilc tnanv ltavc pointccl out tlrc in-
justicc anci pcrrriciorrsncss of rrttribrrtinq thcsc r;rurlitics to:r nrcial or cthtric grottp,

littlc lras bcen nrittcn rrborrt ri'lrv tlrcsc attribrrtions arc such poncrful ncrrpons firr

incclrralih. nhr ther \\'crc so frrriorrslv clcrriccl :ul(1 conclelrlrrcd br the ir targcts. urtl
slrat tliis tclls us :tbottt ottr rrttitrrdcs tori':trcl dis:rbilitr .

Durirrq thc lorrg-nrrrninq clcbrrtc ovcr \\'onren s sLrffr-agc in thc rrirrctccrrth arrd

earlv tncrrticth cerrtrrrics, orre of the rlrckrrical tactics of suffragc opponcttts u'rts to

point to the plrlsical. intellcchral, ancl psvchological flirris of n'orttcri, their frliltr,
irr-rrtiorralitr', arrd crnotional crccsscs. llr tlie latc rrirtctccnth centttrr', tlrcsc clairrrs

ncrc sorrrctinles e\prcssc(l in terms of cvolutionarv progrcss; likc racial arrcl ctlrrric
niinoritics. \\'ornelr \\crc sai(l tcr be less cvolvccl than rihite trrcrr, thcir clisabilities

a rcsrrlt of lcsscr crrrlrrtionan'clcvclopnient. Cvrrtlria 1')agle l{trssctt lras rrotccl that
"\\onlell :rncl sur,agcs. togetlier n'itlr idiots, criminals, arrcl patholoqical ttrorrstrosi-

tics ]tlrose riith corgcrrital disabilities \\'crc a const:urt sourcc of anxieti to nralc

intcllcctuals in the latc rrirrctccnth centrrrr'."') Wlrat all sharecl \\'as:in cvoltttiotrarv
inferioritr, tlrc resrrlt of arrcstccl dcvclopmert or atavisr)).

Pamllclirrg tlrc arqrrments rrraclc in defense of shi'en', tn'o hpcs of clis:rbilih'ar-
gurrrcnt nere rrsecl irr opposition to n'ortrcn's strflrage: that n'otttctr lracl disabilitics
thrt rrraclc tlrcnr incapublc of rrsing tlrc fr-arrclrisc rcsl>clnsiblr', ancl th:rt bccausc ttf
thcir llailtr \\'onrcrl uorrlcl bccornc clisablecl if crposccl to tlrc riqors of political par-

ticipation. 'l'he -\nrcricrrrr ariti-srrffragist Clracc (looclriin, frrr erlurplc, poirrtccl kr

the "gre:rt tcrrrpcrrrrncntal clislbilitics" uith rilriclr n'urrrcrr lrad kr contcn(1: "\\'olrlrlrl

lacks cncirrrancc ir tlrirrgs nrcntal. . . . Slrc l:rcks nenous stabilitr'.'l'lrc suffi'agists

riho clisrrr:n l,}rglrrrrcl :rre nervcsick \\'o1lre1r. "l'lrc sccurrcl lirrc of lrrgrrnrcnt, rilticlr
n'rrs not inconrpltiblc n'itlr thc tirst lld oftcn accontpaniecl il, ri'crrt bcvorrcl tlte

clairrr tlrat \\'orlrcri s flarls nurclc tlrcrrr incaprble of ercrcisirrg cr;tral p,,liti.,rl lrttl
social riqlrts riitlr rrrcrr to uanr that if \\'olllen \\'crc given those riglrts, clisrrbilitr

uorrlcl surcll filllori.'l'his lrgrrrncrt is rrtost closelv iclentificd nitlr l',tlriarci (ll:rrkc.

arrtlror of .Ser iri lt',drtt'tttiut; or, Al"ttir Oluntce lir Cirls. Cllarkc's lrgttntettt chicflr
corccrrrccl cclucatiorr frrr uonrcrr, tlrouglr it u,as olten appliccl kr srrffrage as ncll.
(llarkc nr:rintuirrccl tlr:rt or.crusc of the br:rin unrolrg \'oulg \\'orrctr rius itt largc ltart
r.es1>orrsiblc fil.thc "rrrrnrbcrlcss pllc, n'cak, ncrrralgic, clrspcptic, lrvstcricll, rllcrlol-
rrrglric. clvsrrrcrrorrlrocic girls ancl n,onre rr" of ,\rrrcrica. 'l'lic rcsrrlt of crccssir.' .tl-
trcatiorr irr tlris c'orrrrtn rias "bloodlcss fenrale [rccs, tlrat sugqcst cottsrttrtlttiott'
\(r('lnlil.rrrrcrrri:r.:rrrtlrrt'rrr';rlqilr.".\rr;rP|r,r1lri;rlt ttlttt:tli,,trtltrigtrt',1 f.r llr,ir'[r;ril
cottstiltttiorrs uoLrlcl crrsrrre "a firtrrrc sccrrre flonr neuralgil, rrtcrirrc clirc;ttc. lltlc-
ria, ar rcl olhcr clcrlrrgcrncnls of tlrc r rcrvorrs svstcrr."l0

9 lJrl'tttrttt / l)isttbilih' ,ttttl llrc lttstilictttiort ol Inccltrtt!itt, itt ,-\tttcritLtn [!istrtn. ()7

Sirlrilarlt, I)r. \\lillilrtt \\'arrctr l)ottcr, adclrcssing tlre \lcclicll Socicty of \gy
)irrk irr 1891' srrg*cstccl thrri llllnv l tttothcr urrs nucle irrralicl lx irrrrppr,,pri:rtc
,,l111.1liott: "lrt t rt1lt,,1l1tt lirt ,,rqlr1r rr.lt. tl*rrr'[r.tl. rlt.lirrrrrc.tl, ur,rrkt.rr..tl. ,rrrrl
rlise rrscd, br artificirl c:ltrscs irrrl;ose d rrpon lre r drrring thcir rlcve loprrrclt."ll
l)r. \. l,lptlrorn Sntitlr lsscrtccl r't Popttlar Scienca \lonthh. tlrat cclrrcltecl l.orncrr
\\cfc irlcrcasinglr"'sick arrcl srrffcring bcfrrre nrrrllirrqe rrrrtl rrre lrlrrric':rllr clisrrIlccl
fi.orrr llcrfbnrlirrg 1>lrrsioloqic':rl frrrrctions in a rronnai nl:lllr1cr.' ,\ritisrrft};rqirt.. likc-
uisc'tritrttecl tlr:rt fcntrrle participirtion irr politics irrvlrirl;lv lccl to "rrcnrrrrs prostra-
tiorr" rrncl "lrrstcril," tllrile Dr.,'\lnrrotli h). \\'riglrt r,'t.j.l tlr. "llet thrrt thcre is
rtrirccl trll rt itlr thc tttttttrttt's ttrotetncnt nruclr rncrrtlrl disorclcr." ;\ lrrorrrilcrrt Irrte
rtirrctcctttll-cctltrtn' ttcttrophlsiokrgist, (lhlrlcs 1,. Dana, cstirrratccl lirat elfralclris-
rrq $oilrcrr ,'orrlcl resLtlt irr a 25 Pcrccrrt iilcrcuse irr insariih. .lulollg tlrerrr ancl"llrtori irrio tlre clcctor:rtc il ulass of votcrs of cl.lit;rtc llcr\ous stebilihl . . . nhic,lr
rrrrglrt clo irrirrn to itself riitlrotrt prorrrotirrq tlre corrrrrrrrnih's goocl."'llre rprsric,r
t.r (llarkc, Pottcr,:tttcl otltcrs of likc rrrirrcl *as spccial 

".l,r.,,iiu,ir,ritccl to ri,rrrerr's
sPccirrl rreecls. '\s nitlr ciisablccl 1>coplc toclai, nonrcrr's social position u.as treirtecl
rls rt ttteclicrtl 1>rolllcrrr tltrtt nccessit:rtecl separatc and spccial care.'l'hr.lsc 1'lro g.r6tc
*ith ackrron'lcclqccl lutlrorih on thc "\\'olll;l' t;ut.sti,,rr" ut,rc cl.c.t,,rs. As Clarkc
tutirll. 1l;. inrs\\L.r lo llrc "llrolrlrnr ()f \\ollnr's ,PItcrr. rrrrrsl lrr olrl;rirrr.tl liorrr
Plrisiologr, not fronr ethics or utctaltlrvsics."ll . . .

I)isabilitv figrrrccl rrot itrst irr argtrlrerrts /rrr tlrc incclrralitv of riorlerr altl rpi-
rrrrrities btrt also ilt argttrtretrts agoirtst thosc irrcclrr:ilities. Srrffraqists rarely chal-
icrrgcd thc trotiott tlrat disabilitv jirstificd politic:rl irreclurrlih.arrcl ;,'rt.r,l .Lirp,,t.a
tlre clrrirlr that norrrerr srrflcrecl fronr thesclclisabilities.;l 'h"ii urg,,,rrcnts took thrcc
forllls: otte, \\'olticlt ri'cre rtot clisal>lccl arrcl tlrcrefbre clcscrr.ccl thi rcte; t\\.o, \\'ol1c1r
Ic'rc llcirlg errotteottslv anc] slarrcleroLrsir classccl ri,itlr clisablecl pcoplc, uith tlrosc
tt]t,, tttrt lt'qilirrlrlclr tlcrrit'rl rrrffrlrqel,r-r.l ll,r..c. \\()ltcn \\crr.ltr,l rrrrlrrr.rrllr or.irr-
lrr r.rrllr rlisrrlrlt.rl lrrrl rrcr.c rri,.rc/e rli,lrl,lctl lrr irr,,lrrrrlilr _,rrlfr.;rqc. t,,rrltl r'rrrrt,li,,-
l.tll o1 1.111s llrcst. tiirrrlrililic.r. . .

l'ltlllricih'alstt h;ts bccn clcfinccl lrr disabilitr'. Onc of tlre firnclrrnrcutal irnpcra-lir" irr llrt irrilirtl |.'rttr;tli,tt,,f \rrrrlri..rrr irrrirriqr';rli,,r, ,,,,1i.r ,,i tlrt.t,rrtl,rI llrt,
ttrrlctccttth cetltttr'"'ri:rs the cxclrrsion of clisablccl pcoplc. llcrorrcl tlre targctirg of

-tirt;rlrlctl Pc,,1tlc..tl'tc t,rrrccpt of clisabilitr n'as irrstnuuerrt:rl i'rr craflirrg thc ilraget't llrt tltrtlcriritltlc irnrrtigrarrt.'l'1rc first nujor fcclcral inrrrrigratior l:rri, tlre,\cl of
JSE2, llrolrillitecl erttn'tir arrr'"hrrrtic, icliot, or ilnv l)crson rrnal;le te takc carc
of llirrrsclf or ltcrself riiithorrt ircc,,,,ri',g a prrblic .'haig"."'['hosc plrrcccl irr thc cat-
cgorics "lrrrratic" arttl "idiot" tt.erc :rrrtornatic:rllr cxclrrclecl. 'thc "prrbiic clrargc"
plorisiott uas irttcrtclctl to cttcorrrpass people n'ith disabilitics rrrorc gerrcralll rrnclttls lcft to tlte crrttnining officcr's cliscrciiorr.'l'hc critcria for ercirri'li',g rlirlSl.cl
11t"tilc 

\cIc sterttlih liqlrterrccl as tlrc crrgcrrics rrrovcrrrcrrt rrrrcl poprrlar fears aborri
rl tt'tlt'tlirlc ,rf tltc trtl iorral stock eatlrcrc\l strcrrqth.'l'lie Act ni tgqt rcplacccl tlre
lrlrtasc "tLntrhle to tlkc carc oi hirrrself or hcisclf nitlrorrt l>ccorrring a prrlrlic:
clrarqc," ri'ilh "1ilre1r'to ltccornc a 1;rrblic "1rr,,g"."'l'lrc 

1907 l:rn'then rlcnicrl errtrv
trt rttl|,ttc itrclgecl "irrcrrtlllv or plrrsicallr ,l"f.,".tir'", srrch nrcntal ,,r trf ,,ri.r1f'a.f..i



9t3 Pcrrt I '.l'lta sr)|cittl oottstrtLcliort ol Diff-erence: Ilace' (lks"-' (letttler' trirrl Se-rrrtrlih'

lrcinq 0f a natrrre \\,hiclr m(q'(ife.ct thc abilitr of srtch alicn to carrr a ]ivirlg'"'l'lrcsc

;;;r;", co'sideriibl\ lorrcrccl thc tlrresli.lci ftrr erci.siotr ancl cxprtntlecl thc lrrti-

tuclc if irrrnrigratiorr officials to clcrii' e tttlr"li 
---' ll'1," .at"gi,r, .f pe rsors tttLtomtitictillti crclrrclecl \\'ts also stcaclih' e xl)allclcd lrr

1903, Peoplc:$,ith .?ileps| ['crc arlclccl aild, in aclclition kr tirosc ltrdqccl itrsrtrrc'

:p.rru,,,,, Iru l,r,'" lr".,r ii'r.,r. uithirr fi'e 
'ears 1tr.'io.s f.rl *h' 5ai'c h:td hrtr

,,'r,',,r" attacks.f irrsariih'at a'r'tit'e llrc'iorrslr'."'l-his *'as.reclrrcc.d irl ottc "rit

tack" irr the lglT laN'; the classificatioti of "corrstihrtional llsi'choPathic irrfcrioritr"

$.as also aclclecl, rilriclr irrsltcctiotr rcgtrlatiorts clcscribcci rrs inclrrciirrg "r'lritttts tttl-

stable inclivichurls orr tlre borcier lirre betn'cerl sarrih'arrcl irlsarlih aricl Persorrs

,"iith altnomral sex irrstiricts."l4'l'lris rias the regrrlatiott ttltder ri'hicli' rrrrtil re-

."'l-,tl", g:rrs atrcl lesltiarrs n'erc erclrtclecl. Orle of the sigriificrtnt{actors irr lifiiilg tlris

frrtr,-;i,it,; u'itlr other frrnrrs of cliscrirrrination agrtirrrt qrns rntl Icsl'irrls' rias thc clc-

cisiou lI. thc Arnerican PsVchiatric Associatioli irl 1L)73 ttl rcttttlrc htlrrlosexttrtlitr'

i-,,, i,, ltri 
"f 'rental 

illresses. 'l'lrat is, o'ce g:l's aticl lesltiarts 
'ncrc 

;cclaretl tr,t

to bc clisablecl, cliscritnirtatitltt llccanlc less jrrstifiablc'

Lcqislatiori in lc)07 aclclccl "iilibccilcs" anci "fecblc-Irinclecl pcrsoDs" to thc list'

in aclclition to "icliots," ancl rcqulatioils for inspectors clirectecl tlrerlr to exclttcle pcr-

,o,,, \,,iti "ailr' ntental abr,oniLrlih' u'llatever . . . $'hich irrstifics thc staterlierrt tllrlt

tlr" alic,, is rrierrtalh,clefectire."'fitcse clianges eltcolru)assed a llruch largcr rlttrtt-

bcr ofpeople arr<1 aqain grarrtecl offic'ials corisiclerabli'lrlore-cliscretioil ttl jticlgc tlrc

ni,r"r, if i'rurigranti fu,. i\rr,"ri.arr life. l"iorcllo I1. LaGtrardia, *'ho *<rrkecl his *:r'

iflr""gfl laru r.ir,)ol as aD iiltcrprcter at Illlis.lslancl, later $'rotc tlrat "ovcr fifh'Pcr-

cerrt ctf the cleportations frtr allegccl lnerttal ciiscase n'erc urrjustifiecl," basccl as tllc\

ofteil $,cre on "iqroralcc orr th-e part of thc iilrnligrarrts or thc cloctors t]t"1,tlt: 
],tt;

abilih of thc.lo.io^ t. tr'derstallcl thc particlrlar ittltrligra't's llorl1l, or statlclrrrtl '

'1;hc clctectio' of phi'sical ciisabilitics n'as a ttiaior asllect of tlre irnrriigration irr-

spcctor,s n,ork. 
,l.he 

de grrlatiols fo1 tlc r]r.:li.rl irrspcctiol_ of imnrigrants in I9l 7

iircl.clccl a lorg list ofiiseascs a'cl clisabilities t;at corrlcl 6c crtttsc frrr crclttsi.tr'

anong thcrn aitlrritis, irstlrma, buniorts, cleafrress, clcfonrlities, flat fcet, hcart clis-

"rr., 
i1.n,i", h'sieria, ltoor .csight, po<tr pln'sic:rl clcveloprlrcrlt, spinal ctirt':ltttte '

vascttlar clisease of tlre lreart, atlcl varicose veitis'

Lt short, thc exclrrsiol ttf clisal>lecl pcople uas cetitriil to tlle larls:urcl thc uork

of thc irrrnrigratirtrr scn,ice. As thc (lonrnlissiorlcr (lerrcral of lnrnligratiori rcllorlcrl

iri lc)07,,..1'hc crclt,sion frorn this countn of the nrorallr', rrierrtlllr', and plrrsicallr

clcficient is thc principal obicct to be accotnplislrcd l]i r],. irrirrrigration ll$s "

oilce the laro,s ul'.1 1rr,,...l,rr.r linriting the cntrt'of cljsabled pcople \\erc firttrl\ cs-

taltlishecl ailcl firilctioning $,ell, rrttcrltion trtrtiecl ttl lirriiiirlg thc eritrv of trrldcsir-

altlc ethnic groups. l)isctrssion on this topic oftcli begarl llr p<lintirig to tlre gcrrcrrrl,

1r,,trti. rgr."-,rr.,rt that the 1a$'s crcluclirig clisablccl p"oplc lrad bcerr rr positirc, if

irrsrrfficiint. stcP. Iil 18t)6, for "r,rt',pl.l 
F-rancis Walkcr rrotccl irr thc Aflarrlic'

\knftlth, tlrat the neccssiti' of "stLainilg ortt" irtrtrrigrattts ulto rvcrc "deaf' clLrrrrlr'

blirrcl, icliotic, irrru,r", p,,irl)cr, or crir,iinal" ,rr, ",-r.,n'conccclcci lx'rncrr of rrll

shacles of opirrion"; incleccl'tlrerc las a uiclcsprcacl "resctrtrtlcnt at tltc :'rttcrllpt ot

() Bat'rttort I l)isdl:ililt'attd tlrc lustilictttictrt of lncqurtlitt in Arncrictrtt /ilslprr. 9()

stlclt llcrsotts to ittll>ose tlrctttsclvcs ul)or] lls.",\s onc rcstrictiolist urgtc, llrc lcctl
Io crclrrclc the clisablccl rirs "sclfcr.iclcrrt."l6

l".r thc r'.rc c.rrtr'r'crsial brsirrcss rf clefirrirrq arrcl erclrrrlirrg.rrclcsirablc ctlr-
rric grrlttl>s, houevcr, rcstriciionists founcl thc corticpt of clrsabilitrlto bc rr poncrf|l
looi. 'l'hlt_is, rihilc people uith clisabilitics corrstitrrted a clistinct catcgori of pcr-
\orrs tlr)\\'clcotnc itr tllc Llrritecl Statcs, thc chargc thrtt ceriain ctlrnic grorrps ri.crc
rrrt'rttrtllv arrcl plrlsicalli clcficicnt nas instnrrrrcntal in argrrirrg lor tlrcir crclusi6rr.
'l lrc bclicf that discrirrrinating on tlre l;asis of di.,rrbiliti rirn jrrstifiable irr tunr
lrt'lpcd jLrstifi'tlrc creatiort of irrrnrigratiorr clrrotas b,rr.cl ,,rr clhrrit or.rqip.'l [c l9]-l
lrrlrriigratiorl;\ct institutccl a rratiorral cluota svstcrrr tlrrrt scrcrclr lirrritc{ llrc rrrrrrr-
ircrs ofirrrnrigrartts frottt soutltcnr arrcl castern I,)rrrr,pc, lrui i,rrrq bciirrc tlrat, clis-
rtlrilitics stotld irr for nationalih. Strpcrintcnclcrrts ,,f irrstitrrtiorrr, plrilarrtlrropists,
irrrrrliqraiitttr rcforttters, ancl politiciarrs Iracl bcen riarning fur clccaclcs [cfirrc 192-l
tlrrrt irrrrrrigrattts ri'ere clisproportionatelr'prorre to be rrrcniallv clcfcctive -Lrlr l9 lrrrlf
tlrc inlrnigrarlts frortt sottthertt attcl eastenr Errropc rr... lt.ilrl..nrirclcd, rrc:corclirrg
Io cr1;crt o1>irrion.l; Rlretoric about "the slon.riitied Slar'," tlrc "rrcrrrotic corrclitiorr
ol'oLlr .fervislt irtttrtigrattts," arrcl, irr gcrrcral, thc "clcgencratc rrrrd pslclropatlric
tr';lcs' iillich are so cottspicrtotts and llunrerous rnro,rg tlrc irrrrnigrairts," u,rs pcr-
rrtsivc ilt thc debate over restriction.l6'l'he laus forbidcling entn.to tlie fccLlc-
rllirltlccl ncre ntotivated in part br the clesirc to lirrit inrrrrigration fronr infcrior
tlatitttts, atrd cotrvetselr', it r as assunrccl that the 1924 act rioirld rcclrrce tlre rrrrnr-
l-'er of fccblcrninded ittrrnigrants.'l'hc issucs of ethrricitv ancl clisabilih q,crc s1; rrr-
telhlirrecl iu thc inrrrrigration clebatc as to bc inscparabie. . . .

Ilistclriarls havc scrutinized tlrc attribution of nrcrrtal and plrvsic:rl irrfcrioritr
lr:t'ttl ,tt rrtte lttd etlrrrit'ih, brrl orrlr Io torrtlt,rrrrr tlrc rlrrrrrlc.r. \\itlr tlrc.ir rrttcri-
tiorr confirred to ethnic stereohpes, tho'havc largelv igrrorccl rihat tlre attr-il>utiorr
of <lisabilitl rrriglrt also tell trs aborrt attitucles kxl-,arcl clisablccl lrcople . R:rcirrl arrcl
ctlrrric Prcirrclicc is cr1>osed n'hilc prejuclicc irgairrst ireoplc iritlr rlisabiliiics is
Prtsscd rllcr as insignificant arrcl trrrclerstandablc. As a prrinrirrcnt uclvocutc of rcstric-
tiorr nrotc in lc)i0, "'l'he rreccssih of the exclusiorr of tlrc cripplccl, tlre blirrcl, those
ttlto arc likclv to ltecotue ptrblic chargcs. rrncl, of coursc, ihosc r.,ith l crirrrilll
iccorcl is sclf o'iclent."le T'he rtecessih' has bccn trcatecl as sclf-cvidcut br. hiskrri-
atts rts $cll, srt tttttclt so that evctt tlie possibilih of discrirnin:rtiorr agrirr.t pc,,;rlc
tritlr clisaltilitics irt ittirnigratiorr lan'has goric rrnrccognizecl. ln lristori-cal ,,..uu,rtr,
disabilih is ltrescnt but renclerccl invisible or insiguiiicant. \\/hilc it is c'crtairr t[at
tttlttltgratiort rcstrictiort rests itt goocl part on a fear of "strangcrs irr thc l:r1{," i1
JolIr Iliqhanl's plrrasc, Anrcricariirnrrrigratiorr rcstriction at the tunr clf thc ccrrtrrn'
\\ir\ ill\() r'lr.;rrlr frrt.led lrr :r lt.lr ol Jefertites irr llrc larrtl.

Still toclar, \\'oltlcrl atrcl otlicr groups ulro facc discrinrirratiorr on tlre l;asis oftl

l(r:'rr'n 
rcspottcl rnglili'to:rccusations that tho nriglrt bc charac'terizccl lrr phrsi-

crtl, tttctttll, or ctllotiottal clisabilitics. Rather than challcrrgirrg thc brsrc ussrrrrrp-
lrorrs llclrirrcl thc hicrarclrr', tlrcr iristcacl u'ork to ,",rru,J tlr-cnrsclvcs fnrrrr tlre
t.te qrrtir clr, rnlrked categorics-that is, lo clisassociatc tlre rrsclve s fronr tlrosc pcople
tt lr" "rcallr alc" tlitrblccl -krrot'ing that strch catcgorization irrr.itcs cliscrirrrirrrrtiorr.
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[,'or cxirrilltle, il rccclrt ProPosal iti [,tltrisiatilt to llcnnit Prcglllllli \\'orllcll to tlsc

purkilrg spaccs rcser\".i n.,, pcople riitlr,nrtiltilit' i,t,pai,tttcttts.*as o'11'scd lrr'

\\.olrrcn's orgatrrzatronr. i fifrfri it, ftrr thc \\tonrcn's,llcalth I"rnrldatiori srid'

..\Vc,r.c s'c't a l,.,rrg tir,,.: trrtrrg't,, clispcl_tlrc rn't1_tlrrlt.preqll:lllc' is a disabilitr'

frtr oltviorrs lcilsols of clircii,t,i,,,ttiort." She a,lilc.l"'l have ll. llrolllctrt riitli it

beirig a corlrtes\., ltut rrot $lreil a lcgislatire rrlrlndate proviclcs for pregrrrtncr irl tlrc

;,,;;,",rrs foi clisablc.i p"rru,,. ",ii'l'o be assrc.irrtccl uith drsaSlcd,co'lc or .,itlt

tl,c accornrrroclations itccorclccl disalllccl pcrllllc is stiglrtattztttg,' '

'l'his cOrililrOrr stratlgv ftlr attliriing cqrul tiglrts, nhich'secks to clisl:ttlce rlttc's

o\\.. grorl' fr,,rr, i,r,',rtri,,,r', oi itrotrilit, .t,,1 tlriictorc tacitlv rcccpts the iclca tlut

ciisabilin.is I lcgitimatc rcasoil for irreclualitr, is perhaps,ll:.i]f thc factors lcsPon-

siltle frtr rilaking air.ririlurrt;u,, rg"it,rt pcople r.ith c]isabilitics so pcrsistctrt atrcl

the stnrgglc for clisabilitr rights so difficult ' ' , , , r..-:! r-

I)isabiliti,is er,cn$,liere-in histon,, oilce \()u begirr lookirrg.ftlr it, llttt cotlsllicrt-

ouslr.abscnt in the ltistoricr rvc ,r'rite. \\their histoiiirrrs clo takc lrotc of disabilitr'

tlicr. 's.rll' 
trcat it r',lr.i" ,, persorral tragcd' or arr itrsltlt b be clcploiccl a,d a

i.jr;r'1., ir" .l.ui".l, rrttr"i tt,r" as a c'it.ial c..strtrct t. l>e c1'esti.tr"l rttttl ..r-

fi"r"a. n."r" uf ,,, olro ,p".irli.e it thc listo^' .f disabilitr',.likc t5e earlr listo-

riuns of othcr rninurih' gr,,,t1rs, have cotrcetltratecl on ri'riting histo-rics of disablecl

f"opl. ancl tlc irrstitirtii'rs aricl 1ar,'s .ss,ciatecl u'it1 disabilih'' 'l'1is is ttcccssrrtr

ancl ercitiilg $,rtrk. lt ir'tllr",rgrt this-ii'ork that u'c are buiicling the caser that clisabil-

ih,is c.lt.rall),const^rctecl ritlter tharl rlatural :lrrci titncless-that ciisablecl lleollle

har,c a histon', arrcl a hisklrl'\r'orth stuclvillg. l)isabilihl' lto$'ever' rrtore thatl ati

i;critih. is a tlrrclanrerrtal eielrerit in ..ilt.ri-,rl sigrrific:rtion arrd,inclisperisrrblc for

arrl historian seekirrg kt rllakc serse of the past. It t"av ivell be that all social lricr-

archies h:ir,e clr:r*,tr 'rr 
crrltrrrall' constrttctecl attcl stici'r1li satrctitl'cd rr.ti'trs of

clisabilitr,. If this is sO, then thcre is tllrich u'ork to clo' It is tiilc to brirrg disabilih'

ficrnr the trtargitts to the ce ntcr of historical illqtrin '
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