
58 Making the Invisible Visible:
The Garment Industry's
Dirty Laundry
JULIEA SU

| . o M r {ron' cilinmir, drc {*r d,rt fi.vc hnth n, ai'] tlic. r,ss.'t l}oFsi
rion 137 sryi.B rhI myonc vsrar..t o{nrvi',s.nkrcJ lft n)!nrry wlrllN
p!,rcr 

'locumctrh 
sh.trlJ bc dJ ro "a. horc" rntl r **r drt, by .oD$iru

,ninrL.ncn dcnr,cll'nln*cdrtGinrtivcadjonlnNhli!ufrtkiy'ncitirds,n-
ric.na, ourhwiqonr ol rhc Icw rook r,li*hr dncrininr.on and cxctr,son

whl manyolyou msynor knou r rhlcrl,lornr spccilicrlly, LosADgc
lcs isilso th.aarm.nr indunry c.frrl ofthc Unitcdshrcs Thr sth.noq,
olsinrr Brrmcnr $orkcF whou.rc cnsl.vcd m El Monrc, crl,lrnH. Fmn, thor
homes in nnpovcrishcd rrxlTh,,hnd, drcs. workcG d.icd to drcrDr rh.,nnni
Ennr drcdn,,lil.ol hrrd work wnh iu$ |ry, d....cy, scll su*cn..cc rordicni
s!lv.s,nddrcirhDilics,,,rJhopc whrt th.y n,unJ inn.rJi'r 

^mcnu 
lvrs $

irdudry thcgrnncnri'rdtr{ry rh.r ucr.ilcslynrsrrt,6slrd'nw.rk.^.DJ
thcn ckr.s ns cycs, b.licvi'rsrllt iI ir rclLE.st,scc, n.x.nDt bc hcl!t rds0onsi-
hlr wh.r d,.s. rorkds ,h. I.u.J w.rc A{ivcrnnctrt xnrtr.its n, nhunimt ,nd
imlt$onil tht d,.y c..fusc d,.ir ru4lxc r. s. r dic ruDl. wilh x nD.Jrr
n,.r.ly ro tispdtr.tc drc'ns.lvcs

The Thai workcs
on Ausun 2, rees,,nodcrn sl.vc laborin Ancrca on.rscdlrom rn

visilnhty wnh rhc J,scovcry ol scvcn(yrinc Thr srnrcnr workcr, !xiyrc!rn of
d'!fr wonci,liElMonk,.subu rolLosansclc\ lhcscrort*wschcldin
i t*onory4i,ncntenrl.x wnl icvcn un,,'uhcrcthcf wcrc r{trlrd r, work,
liv.,.rt, rnJ sl.$i'r rhc pLc.rhcycrll.J "l'omc" {.r$ ldn8rsscvcn ycrA A
nqol nzorwnc ind ton,nwrd pom,ns sp,kcs, the l,nd unmlly Ni cdorr
wr to kc(pintrtrdss out, nnoL'ndcd rhcip.rtnrcnt complcx, in$nnarha h!

Tl'!y wcrc *rhcJrhfi ildicytirJ brcsis orcscaN, ih.irl'.'n.\ltrThli
lind would hc huhd, thd laiilrcs ntrilcrd, xntl rhcy would |t hli,cn As
prool, thccifnEc shirwo'kr' try,ns$csc.,pc, bciih,nr,rnd nx,k i rrcnrc



,i /ris h'rkcJinn hricrd b.Lt! rostn,w rh! orbq\ Thry wc( rtn, r,tL{ aur nhlr rero(cd lrhr si! hrfrlnirrs (j rtrron., rtrcr sontlthr scnr h rhc hnni
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HrDd.ds olrtnu,rnJ\ or r,..cs,,tctdh, \pots.l rtrrr , rn(lcnJlc$, rrlnolnr nrdr$ D 
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Th! lNs qrs nor uDvnrccd, $ wc rclntsJ t)rqqrt$ni rntt{rc.r rJdics
wr\(rrrD kcshilrol6cci'rrhebiscnrcriw.irnrgnnn!'rlNsddorrr wd

u!.d r1'!lr Ny $on.r, hnA.d.n windows, i d.scn doN. 'hf 
rNs r on! or

rwo d ,l1r Dunins, rclusn! t) iccqri nr|tNork ' rxl h!rcNcncv rs r c!.!.!
(!nd,c$nri,rddcronit olrlroTh.i work.6.l]yrh.crJollli.n'ncllrsdrvs
rnd nujlrNl)cnn. rhe worl<sd tutcrsc,horlr y DhoDts Nc( hn,kdr, xs vt hrd

n.'nncJ thc,n h..k onh tht rccciv.* r lnFirror crdl tDre wc r.c.ivcd in

lrDr convnrci rlur wrn,((c'l.J i'rrqcninrrh! sor[c's rdc.]d lD [Bt.v.r
r w..k,n f h!.rF! wc dnl,oih.ow rhc ru1c5, bclNs! s( worrjroi.c.rrt
!..r rrcs tlrt Drllc n! scn$eidrcr ii ourhcrhorn, dnr Dnnds. k $.srD nn

ro{rnl lcsn,n rht!rrnnn,rl c(n'cri,,D 
'ni8ht, 

r hnG, rctrLrllv rnrk! rslA\
dl(1ivc.(lvocrtr\ ntr thr cI$ vt hclicv. i'i.nd l[ibc r!)F[ wt.rc rh

The Civil Lrssuii
s.on rlicr $r uorkers wc( {rt!n lronr lNs 'l(cnriin, rhct tild.

civil hw r in lcncrn nhti.r couri nr Lr insclcs,r cl'rAi'rs iht orrdors of

rh. El MoDtr (nnrqnl wirh hho nrrrh!'nDrun, ovil r{lco,t hbor l.r!, rnLl

ovilnshhvn'lnn'N Thcy i'lnrrrmd r\dcldnhDsrht ntu i!1' os md r!
b'lrr *ho.nldcd ihc (l{trhc. rnd sho srt,,ldrc cnttc armur mnufudur
nrson,!!*noni cur cl,nh ri \$vn grnncrt n'{lcon rhc rr!t\ Ar rh!s.nncrni.,
rhc Us l)cprnmcnr ol luilcc, rhrrsh rt\ Lds Atrldcs olri.!, brrlhr i diri
Dilc:scrsl!n{dt.rcrtor\,dixrsin!rhcnr widrrnvoh'nrrvscrvtru(! d'nrl

lhnsfin.y,tnl'urrmshyticL,rxinnushnsrtrJhrrhorin!i'r'tLviJurlsin
qol*iD of U s ,hiii! ron lrw

Ths c'D,nil ci\c wrs rhc tinr ()J nlny contl'$ I lonld scc b.twc.n lh!
Drinddr\dl(rditn)nlllcArlrvtnu$ ld .dr.vrns Nsn.c rnJ tht soils rrlDdn

trrdtri!)ni! Nlirtril rnd n).i.!,.
^noflrct! 

! 
'fficc 

w.nn<l
rhdn Dor r)sDrikotrr x[or( thr i'lrrcs tl[Y hrlo Lr.J. whrcr tl'is rc{r.
r.nrniyhrv!.rics.scurthtconttxrolrlrc!rnnn lrrrcssqrttr'r rrscrycllr)
silor(, l.c't nDk. in!isihlc rlrrn, thtThJ' s.rkcs it i ht. !vhd drtir oEn

voLr's rcrlld !) bc lrcid
l'] Fd'urly 19'6, th! cl|lns r|

tunns ol tF. h srvur yur6. Y.i rhc work.i5' inslcs wc( N{ bt3r rnnr8 UNn
conch'\ir of th. nnri,[l orsc, rhc w.rkcG' ovil ]iws'ir uLld now rrn)..d
Thc oril ldv5uir Ns4nili.rnt snnflv h.trr! workss hrv! \'dn.ri& n) rl't
lcsrlsysrnr. worlcs d,sddo liiJ rhc lqil sv(dn opcn h tlrcni IlfrrN
ils) \iAnilicrnt b(n'\. il Drmcs rh! drnrhLnRFriJ i.orl.rs shosc ckrlr's
rhc Fmic.t uo' kcrs i!wcd i Rrhs rh^i li'nnna rs t1,qtrics ol Inhrhtv nr tl't
$mc(l'rc cxf!trs oI il,cThriwrnkcn, this lrwsrt s.tl.s m c{ruish !!ront'

Thc rhcorics.s.,n{ ilrc n!rnuhcntrc6.n't dllus {illnno 11trtr ok{or's





M.,t,n!'h.In\hrhhv rhl, tL! 
".i,r^n 

ln,l'F F 7,ri

isal..n)our rhc hund(lso{drtrs,ndsolsarmcnt woikeE, p.hrrilv L,tnu, !l
honns ,n "wcihhops 

rhrtn,sh"ut d'. Unncd states.
Ths{!usgl.drc qorkers.rcdnsrscd jn c|Ilknscs us rnd chrll.nscs vrn,us

.lsncnrs .{ our soc,.ty Itldccs usi.vicw,huscs such $ drcsc noi rs 6drhd
nrcid.nc, bur rsstructrml dcticicncics Unlcs rnd unrilorponti'N ar. hcrd

rcounuhlcl(rri |oiution,ibtrscolworkcGwillconrinucanJsu€.tshoPswill
rcmrin. sh3melul rcrlity rhc dnty l2un'lry.l rhe nulrrbrlli.ndollxr tushrcn

indu{ry Thc scconJ chrllense F to ulr(ca rhcmselvcs and b thcn rdvocl.s
Thc worlcr h3vc had !,lcrm th,t even in rhis q)u.try, norhinBb wdn sirhont
r Iisht,nop.wcrisslnfrcd wiihoul$rDsrqle, rndnoonc n.r.rc posslul !)$xnn
qi lortht'n thin th.y th.msclves. Mctacccsst.drelcsrl sync'n rnd ro l3wv{s
do.srot.nsuiedrtrusiiccwillbcscncd Noon.rillsivryouisu!iar,ndcco
no'n,c nn'ciurc sovemcd bynrlncinlcs olconprsion and.qnrhtv ovcr corl)d

n'.r, li r,".,l. Irva.' 'apu n.' ffflJ,\DiJinr.'i r''r's n 
'

womn.l colo, a sarmcnr worker unlcss v.! 6ghr for it you6clr it is,ko r
challcnsc t. thr workca ,nd then rcpr.scntarivcs ro mrnt.in rnJ huild th.
qltriition bclwccn Asian rnd L,iin. uorkcE.T6csc rr. wo.k$s qho slure nci

thcru conmon l.nsuisunorcultnnl rnd narn)n,l boG wh.n wc h,vc h,djoint
ncctinss wirh rll rhc aor*c6, .,ch mecrns takc. tlYdc iimcs 3s lons h..iusc
cvcry exrhn.ri.n, 'rLsti{,n, 

answcr, rnd issuc nccds b6c hnsl,tcd inb th'!c
lr'su,s.s 0ut its rcwx srrc prc(ius AThriworker$vs i'lThr', "w. rrc vl
AatclDl ffn.tlyt,bc kcc so sc can {anil il.nssidc yon rnd nJsrugglc wirh vou,
b m.kc ben{ livcs lor usrll," rnd hd a.dsrrc u,nshtcd lrom Th.i into En!
lish, thsn lron Enshh lnro St&kh  i thc nohcnt when comPrchcnsion

s.rhcs orcrrhc laccs ofthe L,unr wor*.r, . lisht oI unncrb.di'is socs on in
tl.n.yrs,.nd thsy 6csin ro nod thcnhciJsnowly in rsrcc'n!nr, von lsel rhc

w.fknrs .c(Ns racirl lin.s hxs ako pd\.J chxucnscs lq m. * ,n  sirn
A'ncrictri *om,n. Thc Lditu workcrs who 6stcanc tosec m.wc( skc$icxl
rnJ . bit susricious of me. 'isi ty'h nx ThnjlanrlR\, r.que qtEt tvr'
ddrrosr"r I rnswcred rhc bcn r..ulJ in sprnish, 'rlr{d..eo t n,5t.4 J' /,
n,.nd .r ,'oy sfd,d.. st no l,.n,,n tu,d, no r!.1.',os sdndr'"r Thc indns

try's srucru'. 
'n.Enilics 

crhrk ,nd ncial contlict ,t ihe botom_ workts
asJn$Irtoryopcrxror worleriwho.rclrnnarilyL,tinorndLih,secthcn
daly srbius.iion cnf{nc.d ny {.ctory oPeratns eho.re prima.ilv Asir, Asirn
.,ncre trrnsfcr rh. Fcssurc rnd cxPloitad.n thcy exrcricnr. kom nrnuti(u!
cG.ndrcuileBtothcsr'.cniworkcr.lronicllly,Asnnow.cslcrnrsprnish
toonrblcrhc toconn(nidrc,Inrortcnlrtlcnoic th.D t trdo, drx 4)id.
Poveny rnd hclrlc*ncs expcrcnccdby innrisnnts, Asirn rnd L nr, c.mhinc
wirh hnxurac.nd gcirl dlficrcnccs to mkt ih. sarmlnr indnstrv. s,ure dr

ncirl rcnsion Mcrwhilc, minnfrctrds rnd rehilcB, likc rDptd nrncr hish

ab.vr the scene rhcy crc"tc rod conrnl, si.ld rhcirpowcr wirh iinNnrv
ThnJ, rhe workcn nrusllcs ,nd ihetr Nrcnsth hxvcch,llcq.J thcsovcm

ment Th. *.rlcre'crsc says lotltclNs rhar is wry dI doins husrncss ,s nsurl
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