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Beyond the
United States:
The Comparative
Perspective

UBORDINATING PEOPLE BECAUSE OF RACE, NATIONALITY,
S or religion is not a social phenomenon unigque to the United
States; it occurs throughout the world. In Mexico, women and the
descendants of the Mayans are given second-class status. Despite its
being viewed as a homogeneous nation by some, Canada faces racial,
linguistic, and tribal issues. Brazil is a large South American nation
with a long history of racial inequality. In Israel, Jews and Palestinians
struggle over territory and the definition of each other's autonomy. In
the Republic of South Africa, the legacy of apartheid dominates the
preszent and the future.

Confrontations along racial or ethnic or religious lines, as Chapter |
showed, can lead to extermination, expulsion, secession, segregation,
fusion, assimilation, or pluralism. At the conclusion of this chapter, we
will teview how these processes have been illustrated in this chapter

as we look beyond the United States.
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lei'{':mlu[im:s between racial and ethnic groups have escalated in frequency and
intensity in the twentieth century. In surveving these conflicts, we can see two themes
emerge: the previously considered world systems theory and ethnonational conthet,
World systems theory considers the global cconomic svstem as divided benween nations
that control wealth and those that provide natral resources and labor, Historvieally, the
mations we will be considering reflect this competition between "haves” and “have-nots,”
Whether the Liborers are poor Catholics in Ireland or Black Alvicans, their contribation
to the prosperity of the dominant group created the social inequality than people are
trying to address today (Wallerstein 1974; 2004),

Ethnonational conflict refers o conflicts among ethnie, racial, religious, and lin-
guistic groups within nations. In some areas of the world, ethnonational conflicts are
more signilicant than tension between nations as the source ol relugees and even
death. As we can see in Figore 1601, countries in all parts of the world, including the
muost populous nations, have significant diversitv within their borders. These conflicts
remind us that the processes operating in the United States o deny racial and ethnie
groups rights and apportunites ave also at work throughoun the world (Connor 189594
Olzak 1995,

The sociological perspective on relations between dominant and  subordinae
groups reats race and ethniciny as social categories, As social concepts, they can be
understoond only in the context ol the shared meanings attached 1o them by societies
and their members, Although relationships between dominant and subordinate
groups vary greatly, there are similarities across societies. Racial and ethnie hoseilities
arise out of economic needs and demands. These needs and demands mav nor alwayvs
be realistic: that is, o group may seek out enemics where none exist or where victory
will vield no rewards, Racial and ethnic conflicts are both the resulis and the precipi-
tators of change in the economic and political sectors (Barclay et al. 1976: Coser
195063,

Relations between dominant and subordinae groups dilfer [rom socieny 1o society, as
this chaprer will show. Intergroup relations in Mexico, Canada, Brazil, Iseael, and South
Africa are striking in their similarities and contrasts,

Mexico: Diversity South of the Border

Usually in the discussions of racial and ethnic relations, Mexico is considered only as a
source of immigrants to the United States. In guestions o cconomic development,
Mexico again typically enters the discussion only as ivallects our own economy. However,
Mexico, a nation of W million people (in the Wesiern hemisphere, only Brazil and the
Uniteed States are krger) is an excecdingly comples nation (see Table 16,1 on the page
3800, 1 s therelore appropriate that we understand Mexico and s issues of inequality
better, This understimding will also shed light on the relationship ol its people 1o the
United States.

I the 15205, Spain overthrew the Astec Tndian ribe that voled Mesico, Mexico
vemained a Spanish colony unidl the 18205 In 15856, Texas declared its independence
from Mexico, and by 1846 Mexico was an war with the United Staces. As we deseribed in
Chapter 9, the Mexican=Amervican War forced Mexico to survender more than hall ol s
territory. In the 1860s, France sought 1o jurn Mexico into an empire under Austrian
prince Maximilion but ultimately withdrew alter bitter resistance led by a Mexsican Indian,
Benito Judres, who laer served as the nation’s president,
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FIGURE 16.1
Ethnic Diversity Worldwide
Source: D. Smith 2008; 22-23,

The Mexican Indian People and the Color Gradient

In comtemporary Mexico, a major necd has been 1o reassess the relations hetween the
indigenons peoples—the Mexican Indians, many descended from the Mavas, and the
government of Mexico. In 190, the majority of the Mexican population sill spoke Indian
languages and lived in closed, semiisolued villages or oribal communities according 1o
ancestral customs. Many of these people were not a part of the growing industrialization in
Mexico and were not truly represented in the national legislature. Perhaps the major change
for them in the wwentieth century was that many intermarried with the descendanis ol the
Europeans, forming a mestizo class of people of mixed ancestry. The term mestizo is used
throughout the Americas w refer to people of mixed European (usually Spanish) and local
indigenous ancestry. Mestizos have become increasingly identified with Mexico's growing
middle class. They lave developed their own distinet culture and, as the descendanis of the
European settlers are reduced in number and influence, have become the true hearers of
the pational Mexican sentiment.
Mearwhile, however, these social changes have lelt the Mexican Indian people even
further behind the rest of the population economically, Indian cultures have heen steveg- TS I
tvped as backward and resistant o progress and modern wavs of living, Indecd, the exis Fraple.in the Amer iiser of
] ; g > L : mixed Eurapean (usually
tence of the many (at least 56) Indian cultures was seen in much of the twentieth century Spanish) and local indige-
as an impediment to the development of a national culture in Mexico. NS TSy

mestizo
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Beyond the United States: The Comparative Perspective

TABLE 16.1
Five-Mation Comparison, 2008
Population GNI per capita (S) Groups Current Nation's
Country (in millions) {USA = S45,8500) Represented Formation
Mexico 107.7 12,580 Mexican Indizns, 9% 1823: Republic of Mexico declared
independence from Spain

Canada 333 B30 Franch speaking. 24% 1867: Unified as a colony of England
Aboriginal peoples, 4% 1948 Independence
“Visible" minorifies, 16%

Brazil 185.1 9.3700 White, 53% 1889: Becams independznt of Portugal
Brown {moreno, mulatto), 3%
Afro-Brazilians, 6%
Asian and indigenous Indians, 1%

[srael 5 25,0930 Jews, B0% 1948: Independence from Brilish mandzla

under Linited MNatians

Palestinen Territories 4.2 4247 Othars (cilizans), 1%
Muslims, Chrisfians, Palestinians
(noncitizens), 19%

South Alrica 8.3 4 560 Black Alricans, 76% 1948: Independence from Great Britain
Whites, 13%
Coloureds, 9%
Asians, 3%

color gradient

Fhe placement of people
ot it cottium fromm lighi
tor dlark skine color sither
than in elistinen vacial
gronpings by skin color,

Sources: Author estimates, Based oa Canak and Swanson 1908 L"5|r|||:||_-:|_; 1995; Hautr 2008; South African Institile of Race Relationg
2007 ; Statistics Canada 2007, 20084, 20084

As noted o Claprer U o color gradient is the placement ol people on a continum
from light o dark skin color rather than in distinet meial groupings by skin color, This is
another eximple of the social construction of race, in which social class is linked 1o the
social realiy (o at least the appearance) of racial purite A the wop of this gradient or
hievarehy are the aioflos, the 10 pereent of the population who are tvpically White, well-
educated members of the business and intelleciual elites with funilial roots in Spain. In
the middle is the lrge impoverished mestizo majority, most of whom have brown skin
and i mixed racial lineage asa result of intermarriage. At the bottom of the color gradi-
ent are the destitnie Mesican Indians and a small number of Blacks, some of them
the descendants of 200,000 Afvican shives brought 1o Mexico. The relatively small Black
Mexican community received national attention in 2005 and 2006 following a series ol
racist events that received media atention. Tronically, although this color gradient is an
important part of day-to-day life—enough so that some Mexicans use hair dves, skin lighi-
cners, and blue or green contact lenses o appear more Furopean—uocarly all Mexicans
are comsicdered part Mesican Indian because ol centuries of e riage (Castaneda
5 Escireega 2008; Thompson 2005),

On Jamey L 190, rebels Trom an armed insurgent group called the Lapatista
Natonal Liberation Army scized four towns inthe state of Chiapas in southern Mexico.
Two thousand Tightly armed Mavan Indians and peasants backed the rebels—who
had mamed their organization alter Emiliano Zapata, a frmer and leader of the 1910
revolution against i corrupt dictatorship, Zapatista leaders declared tha they had
trned o armed insurrection Lo protest economic injustices and discrimination
against the region's Indian population. The Mexican government mohilized the army
to crush the revolt but was forced 1o retreat as news organizations hroadeast pictures
of the confrontation around the world. A cease-lire was declared after onlv 12 davs of
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lahiting, but 146G people had already died, Negotiations collapsed
between the Mexican government and the Aapatista Natiomal
Liberation Army, and there has been sporvadic violence ever
since.

I response o the erisis, the Mexican legislatre enacted the Law
on Inddian Rights and Colre, which went into effect in 2001, The
act allows 62 recognized Indian groups o apply their own customs
m resolving conflicts and electing leaders, Unforinnanely, state leis-
Eutures must give fimal approval 1o these APEANGCINENTS, o require-
ment that severely limits the righis of koge Indian aronps wliose
lervitories span several states. Tived of watiting for state approval,
nny indigenous communitics in Chiapas Tave declared sell-rule
without obiaining olficial recognition,

Although many factors conribured o the Lapatist revolt, the
subordinate stats of Mexico's Indian citizens, who account for HI|
estimated 1 percent of the nation's population, was surely impor-
tant. More than 90 peveent of the indigenous populiion lives in
houses without access 10 sewers, compared with 21 percent of 1he
population as a whole, And whereas just 10 percent of Mexi-
can adults are illiterate, the proportion for Mexican Indians is
4 percent (Boudreaux 2002 Economist 2004 1 Smith 200
Stahler-Shalk 2008; Thompson 2001).

.. Vg i . IAT
Ll oldllus o1 Women

Thiz poverty of Mexican Indians Is well documented
and in some instances has led to violent protasts for
significant that we fail 1o recognize that nrany of these social issues  social change.

exist elsewhere. Gender stratification is an example of an issue we

shave with almost all other conmtries, and Mexicn is no exceplion,

In 1975, Mexico City was the site of the first United Nations conlferconce on the stis of \
women. Much ol the focus was on the situation of women in developing countries; in that

regard, Mesico remaing tvpical.

Women in Mexico did not receive the right o vote unil 1953, They have made signifi-
cant progress in that short period in being elected into office, but they have o lorgr win Lo
go. As ol 2008, women accounted for 9% percent of Mexico's national assembly (Inter
Parliimentary Union 2008),

Even when Mexican women work outside the home. they are olten denied recogni-
tion as active and productive household members, and men are vpically viewed as
heads of the househaold in every respect. As one consequence, women find it difficult
o obtain eredit and technical assistance in ey parts aof Mexico and o inherit land in
rural arcis.

Often in the United States we consider onr awn prablems 1o be so

In the larger economy in Mexico, women often are viewed as the “idleal workers,” This
appears to be particnlaly true of the foreign-owned fictories, or muilacoras, of the bop-
derlands (discussed in Chapter 9) relv heavilv on women, For eximple, ina Tijuan
clectronics plant, women receive elementary wraining and work in the least-skilled and
leastmtomaned jobs because there is Tinle expectation of advancement, organizing for
better working conditions, or cleveloping unions.

Men e preferved over women in the more skilledd jobs, e wormen lose ont entire-
Iy s factories, even in developing nations such as Mexico, reduire more comples skills,
In 2005, only 45 percent of women were in the prvidl labor foree, compared with about
Th percent in Canada aned 70 percent in the United Sues (Bureau ol the Census
2007, 881,

I recent decades, Mexicn women have begun to addressan army of cconomic, proalit-
ical and health issues, Often this organizing occurs at the grassroots level and owside i
ditional government forams, Because wormnen continue o serve as household managers
for their Eaimilies, even when they work outside the home, they have been aware ol the
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comsequences of the inadequate public services in low-income urban neighborhoods, As
far back as 1975 women in Monterrey, the nation's sixth-lurgest city, began protesting the
continuing disruptions of the city’s water supply. At first, individual women made com-
plamts o city officials and the water authority, hut subsequently, groups of female
activists emerged. They sent delegations 1o confront politicians, organiced protest rallies,
and blocked waffic as a4 means of getting media attention, As a result of their eflors,
there have been improvements in Monterrey’s water service, although the issue of
reliable and safe water remains 4 concern in Mexico and many developing countries
(V. Bennen 1995, 2005),

Mexico is beginning to recognize thar the issue of social inequality extends hevoned
poverty. A 2005 survey found that eight out of 10 Mexicans felt it was as important o
eliminate discrimination as poverty, yet 40 pereent said that they did norwant to live nex
to-an Indian commumnity, and one-third considered it “normal” for WOTTEI TGl Lo €00 5is
much as men {Thompson 2005),

Canada: Multiculturalism Up North

Multicnftiredism is a fairly recent term in the United States: it is used to refer to diversity, In
Canada, it has been adopred as a ste polioy for more than mwo decades, Still, nuny people
1 the United States, when they think of Canadi, seeitas a homogeneous nation with a smar-
tering of Arcticiype people—merely a crass between the northern mainlaned United States
anel Alaskan. This is not the social reality,

One of the continning discussions among Canadians is the need for o cohesive
national identiny or a sense ol common peoplehood. The immense size of the COLTIETY,
much of which is sparsels populated, and the diversity of s people have complicated
this need,

In 1971, Canadian Prime Minister Pierre Trudean presented o the House of Come-
mons i policy of multicaluralism that sought 1o permit eultoral groups o retain aned
foster their identity. Specifically, he declared that there should continue 1o be wo official
languages. French and English, but no official culture, no single ethnic group with power
over any other, just Canadians all. Yer it is not always possible to legislae a pluralistic soci-
eiy, as the case of Canada demonsirates (Schertzer 2008),

Canadi, like the United States, has had an adversarial relationship with s mative peoples,
However, the Canadian experience has not been as violent During all three stages of
Canadinn historv—French colonialism, British codonialism, and Canacdian nanonhood—
there has been, compared with the United States, litde warfare between Canmacinn Whites
and Canadian Native Americans. Yet the legacy tocay is similir Prodded by settlers, colonial
gewermments (and later Canadian governments) deove the Native Amcricans [remm their

lands. Already by the 1830s, Indian reserves were being established that were similar 1o the
reservations in the United States. Tribal members were encownged to renounce their siats
and become Canadian citizens, Assimilition was the explicit policy wnil recently (¢ Timpagne
1994 Waldman 14185,

The 1.2 million native peoples of Canada are collectively referred 1o by the govern-
ment s the Mt Nation or Adorigined Peoplis and represent about 4 percent of the popmiki-
o, This population is elssilied ingo the lollowing groups:

statis Indians—The more than 600 tribes or banels ollicially recognized by the gon-
croment, numbering abour 680,000 in 2006, of whom 40 percent live on Indian
Feserves (O reservitions);

Tit—=The 50,485 people living in the northern part of the countey, who in the past
were called Eskimos; andd
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Metis (promounced “ma-TERE™) —Canadinns of mixed Aboriginal ancesory, officially
numbering 39L000 and many of whom stll speak French Méts, o mixed langoage
combining Aboriginal and Enropean words,

Anather 55000 Canadians of mised native ancestry are counted by the government as
First Nation people, but there are perhaps another 00,000 non-staes Indians who sell-
identily themselves as having some Aboriginal ancesty but whe are not so comsiderced by
the Canadian government {Huteson 20008; Statistics Canada 20080,

The Meétis and non—status Indians have historically enjoved no separate legal recogni-
tion, but efforts continue o secure them special rights under the aw, such as designaned
health, education, and welliare programs. The general public does not understand these
legal distinctions, so il a Méus or non=status Indian “looks like an Indian,” she or he is
subjected o the same reamment, discriminatory or otherwise (Indian and Northern
Adtars Canaca and Canadian Polar Commission 2000, 1),

The new Canadian lederal constwgion of 1982 included a charter of vights that “rec-
vgnized and altivmed . . the existing aboviginal aod eaty vighis™ of the Canadian
Mative Anerican, Tnuit, and Métis peoples. This recognition received the most visibiline
through the effores of the Mohawk, one of the wibes of sttos Indians, A issoe were land
rights involving some property areas in Quebee that had spiritual significance lor the
Mohawk. Their protests and militant confrontations reawakened the Canadian people 1o
the concerns ol their diverse native peoples (Amunesty International 19493),

Seane ol the comtemporary issues facing the First Nation of Canada are very similar to
those faced by Native Americans in the United States, Contemporary. Canadians are
shocked 1o learn of past mistreatment leading o belaed remedies. Exposure of past sexaal
and phvsical abose of wns of thousands in boarding schools led w compensition o former
stdents, Tribal people document that environmental justice must be addressed hecanse of
the disproportionate pollution they experience, Secking better opportunities, Fivst Nation
people move to urban areas in Canadiowhere social services are slowly meeting the needs.

The social and ceonomic Bae of contemporary Aboriginal Peoples rellects many chal-
lenges, Only 40 pevcent even graduate Trom high school compared w more than 70 per-
cent [or the o miniry s a whole. The native peoples of Canada have |.|.||:'||i|_}|n1_.'|m_'|:[ Faes
twice a8 high and an average income one-thivd lower (Birchard 20006: Crenson 2005;
Silver 20000: Stansies Canaco 2000, 200800,

In a positive step, in 1999 Canada created a new territory in response 1o a native land
claim i which the vesident Inuie (formerly called Eskines) dominaied, Nunavar (“NOO-
nahwvoot”), meaning “our land,” recognizes the weritorial vighes of the Tnuin, Admirable

as this event is, ohservers noted itwas easier o grant such cconomic vighs and antonomy
ter 28000 people in the isolated expanse of northern Canada than o the Aboriginal
Peoples of the more popualated southern provinees of Canada ( Krawss 200615),

Addingering embarrmassment in Canadian history was finally acknowledged in 2008, The
Canadian govermment formally apologized o the First Nation people Tor having forced
L0000 parive children w attend government residential schools from 1920% through
the early 19705 Many sulfered physical and sexoal abuse. Long sought for by First Nation
people, the apology seemed long overdue. Earlier in 2006, as a part ol a legal setlement,
the government set aside 52 billion for pavinents wo surviving students and o document
their experiences (M. Farlev 2005).

T o 4 =
I'he Queb

Assimilation and domination have been the plight of most minorine groups, The French-
speaking people of the provinee of Quebec—the Québécois, as they are known—uepresent
acontrasting case, Since the mid-1960s, they have reasserted their identity and eaprured the
attention of the entire nadon,
Ouebec accounts for about one-fourth of the nation’s population and wealth, Rellect- P
ing its early serddement by the French, fully 80 percent of the provinee’s population claims %"':E?Efﬁf\ AN
French as its first language, compared with only 24 percent in the nation as a whole people m'[h;_,l p;-l,.,-ilt & al
{Staristics Canada 2002), Cuchec in Canada,
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Supporters of a Quéebec separatist movement participate ina rally, In
1995, a referandum calling for separation from the rest of Canada was
narrowly defeated; today support for such a drastic step appears 10 have

declined.

visible minorities

In Canada, persans otlier

than Aboriginal or First
MNation people who are
non=Whiate i racsal
hackeroundl.

= T

Québienis ave songht o put French
Canadian culture on an equal footing with Eng-
lish Canadinn cultore in the country as a whole
aned to dominate in the provinee, At the very least,
this elfort has been seen as an ievitant outside
Chiehec and has been viewed with grear coneern
by the English-speaking minority in Quebec.

[ the T9G1s, the OQuchécois expressed the feel-
ing thar bilingual status was not enough, Even 1o
have French recognized as one of two ollicial
Languages ina nation dominated by the English-
speaking populbation gave the Queébecols second-
cluss sttus o their view, With some  leaders
threatening o break completely with Canada and
make Ciehee an independent nation, Canada
mace French the official lainguage of the provinee
anel the only accepable language for commercial
signs and public transactions, New residents are
now required 1o send their children 1o French
schools, The English-speaking resicdents felt as il
they had been made aliens, even though many of them had roots extending back o the
17005, These changes spurred residents to migrate from Quebec and some corporate
headguarters w relocate to the neighboring English-speaking provinee of Ontario (Salée
[Eh34 ).

In 19495, the people of Quebec were given a relevendum that they would vore on
alome: whether they wanted to separate Trom Canada and Torm a new pation, Inoavery
close vote, 0.5 percent of the voters indicated a preference to remain united with
Canada. The vore was particolarly siriking, given the confusion over how l\'v|:|;u';|li4:u||
would be aceomplished and is significance cconomically, Separatists vowed 10 keep
working tor secession and called for another relerendum in the Tutare, although sur-
vevs show the support for independence had dropped 1o 40 percent of the provinee In
2002, Independence for Quebee would not be easy, beciause the Supreme Court of
Cannda ruled i 19958 that Quebee cannot secede without seeking the consent ol the
centril government. Canadians opposed to separation spoke of reconciliation after the
Bitter clection debate, but it was unelear what further concessions they were prepared
o make to the separatists, Many Frenchespeaking residents now scem o accept the
steps that have been taken, hut a minority stll seeks full control of financial and politi-
cil policies (€, Mason 2007},

Canada is characterized by the presence of two linguistie communities: the Anglophone
and the Frmeophone, with the latter ocourring largely in the one provinee of Quebee, Ou-
siele Ouebee, Canadi;

15 e opposcd 1o separatisimg within Quebec, they are divided, Lan-

puaze and coliural issues, therelore, both unify aned divide aomation of 33 million people,

Ivmigration has also been a significant social foree conributing to Canadian muliculiral-
isin. Toronto and Vancouver both have a higher proportion of foreign-born residenms than
either Los Angeles or New York Cin Canada, proportiomately tits populition, receives con-
sistenithy the most immigrants of any nation. About 20 percent ol its populiion is foreign-
born, with an increasing proportion being of Asian background muher than European
(Stanistics Canacka 20070

Canada also speaks of its visible minorities—persons other than Aboriginal or First
Nation people who are non-White in racial hackground. This would include much of the
immigrant population as well as the Black population. In the 2006 census, the visible
minority population accounted for 16 percent ol the population, compared e less than
5 percent 25 vears earlier. The largest visible minority are the Chinese, [ollowed by South
Asians collectively, Black Canadians, and Filipinos (Statistics Canada 2008h).
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People in the United States tend to view Canada’s race relations in favorable terms. In
part, this view reflects Canada’s role as the “promised Land” for shaves escaping the L5,
South and crossing the free North o Canada, where they were unlikely to be recaptured,
The view ol Canada as a land ol positive intergroup relations is also Tostered by Canadi-
ans’ comparing themselves with the United States, They have long been willing 1o com-
pare their best social instituwtions o the worst examples of racism in the United Stues and
ter E:u-i;lq_- themselves on being more virtnous and high-minded (McClain 1979).

The social reality, past and present, is quite different. Afvicans cune in 1684 as inval-
untary immigrants to be enslwed by French colonists, Slavery officially continued until
1855, It never Nourished becavse the Canadian economy did not need o large labor
force, so most shwes worked as domestie servams, Blacks from the United States did Hee
to Canada before slavery ended, but some fugitive slaves returned after Lincoln’s
issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, The early Black arrivals in Canada
were greeted ina variene of wavs, Often they were warmly received as Tugitives from slay-
ery, but as their numbers grew in some areas, Canadians became concerned that they
would overwhelm the White population (Winks 1971).

The contemporary Black Canadian population, about 2.5 percent of the nation’s popn-
ation, consists of indigenous Afro-Canadians with several generations of roots i Canala,
West Indian immigrants and their descendants, and a number of post=World Wi 1
immigrants from the United States, Slightly more than hall of Canada’s Blacks are
foreign born. Racial issues ave barely below the surlace, as evidenced by rioting in 2008 in
a Montreal neighborhood that is predominantly Blick and Hispanic, Rioting was precip-
itated by the police shooting of a Honduran teenager, Aler o weekend ol looting, peice
wits restored amid promises to improve police—communin relations {Gosselin 2008, Suilistics
Canicla 2007k 20O080),

Before 1966, Canada's immigration policy altermated between vesirictive and more
open o assist the cconomy as needed, As in the United States, there were some very
exclusionary phases hased on race. From 1884 1o 1923, Canada levied a Chinese “head
tax” that virtaally lrought Chinese immigration to a haly, although earlier it had been
encouraged. Subsequent policies through 18447 were not much better, Cuarrent immigri-
tion policy Gwors those with specific skills that make an economic contribution o the
country, Yet immigrants as a group are more likelv o experience persistent povery than
their Canadian-horn counterpars (Pieot, How, and Cooke 20005).

I 1541, Frenchmam Jacques Cartier estihlished the Tirst Enropean setdement along
the Se Lawrence Fiver, but within a vear he withdrew becanse of conlrontations with ithe
Troquois. Almost 300 vears Later, the descendants of the Europeans and Aboriginal Peo-
ples arve stll trving 1o resolve Canada’s identity as it is shaped by issues ol ethniciy, race,
and language,

Brazil: Not a Racial Paradise

To someone who is knowledgeable abou race and ethnic relations in the United Staes,
Brazil secms fTamiliar in several respects, Like the United States, Brazil was colonized by
Europeans who overwhelmed the native people, Like the United States, Brazil imporied
Black Afvicans as shives 1o meet the demand Tor laborers, Fven today, Bragil s second
only 1o the United States in the number of people of Afvican descent, excluding nations
on the African continent, Another similarite 35 the treatment of indigenons people,
Althougzh the focus here is on Black and White people in Bragl, another continuing con-
cern is the treatment of Brazil’s native peoples as this developing nation continues to
indusirialize,

T & S E- ) s .
LEgaCy O olavery

w

The corvent natre of Brazilian race relaions is influenced by the legaey of slavery, as
is true of Bliek=White relations in the United States, 10 is no necessary o repeat here
adisenssion of the browality of the slave oade and slavery fisell or of the influence o
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Increasingly, people of Brazil
are coming to terms with the
significant social ineguality
evident along color lines.

guilombao
Slave hidewwavs in Beazil,

slavery on the survival of African cultures and family life. Scholars agree that slavery
wis ot the siome in Brazil as icwas in the United States, bt they disagree on how dif-
ferent it was and how significant these differences were (Elkins 1959 Tannenbanm
(LRI

Brazil depended much more than the United States on the shive trade, Estimates place
the ol number of shwves imported w Bragil ar 4 million, eight times the number
broughi to the Unired Siates, At the height of shwerv, however, both natons had approxi-
mately the same slave population: 4 million to 4.5 million, Braeil's reliance on Afvican-
born slaves meant that tvpical Brazilian slaves bad closer ties to Afvica than did their LS,
connterparts. Revolts and escapes were more common among slaves in Brazil. The most
dramatic example was the slave quilombo {or hideaway) ol Palmores, whose 200000
inhabitants repeatedly fought off Portuguese assaules unil 1695, Interestingly, these
quilombos have reappeared in the news as Black Brazilians have sought o recogniee
their claims related o these setlements,

The most sienificant difference between slavery in the southern United States and in
Birazil was the amount of mamionission—the freeing of slawves. For every 1O slaves, 100
were reed annually in Bragil, compared to four per vear in the ULS, Soath, 1t would be
Basty to assume, however, as some people have, that Brazilian masters were more benevio-
lent, Quite the contrary, Brazil's slave economy was poorer than that of the TS, South,
and so slave owners in Brazil freed shwes into poverty whenever they became crippled,
sick, or old, Bu this custom does not completely explain the presence of the many Treed
slaves in Brazil. Again unlike in the United States, the majority of Brazil's papulation
wis composed ol Alvicans and their deseendants throaghout the nineteenth cenonry,
Alricans were needed as cralt workers, shopkeepers, and boatmen, not just as agricultural
workers, Freed shves lilled these needs.,

I Braed], vice was non seen as o measure of innate inferiority, as it was o the Unieed
States, Rather, even during the period of shavery, Bragilians saw free Blacks as conibur-
ing o sociery, which was not the view of White US. Southerners. In Brazil, vou were infe-
cion 1 vou were acslave. In the United Staes, vou were inderior il vou were Black. Not thae
Brazilians were more enlightened than Americans. Quite the contrary, Brazil belonged
tiv the European tradition of a hierarchical society that did not conceive of all people as
eoual. Unlike the English, who emphasized individual frecdom, however, the Bragilion
shive owner had no need w o develop a racist delense ol slavery, These distinctions help
explain why Whites in the United Seates fele compelled to dominate and simuhaneonsly
e both the slave and the Black man and woman, Braalions did nor have these Tears ol
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free Blacks and, thus, felt it nnnecessary 1o restrict manumission (Davis 1966; Degler mulatto escape hatch

1971 Harris 1964 Panerson 1982 Skidmore 19725 Sundia 1987), Motion that Brazilians of
mixed anceswey cin move
it high-stanus ||n.-ii|irr|1-|.

For some time in the tventieth century, Bragil was seen by some as “racit democracy” anid
even a “racial paradise.” Indeed, historically the werm uee is rare i Braeily the term aw or
coloris e more common, Historian Carl Degler (197 1) idemified the mulatto escape hatch
as the kev 1o the differences in Bragilian and American race relations, In Beagdl, the mubtno
or marene (brown) is recognized as a group separate from cither aneos (Whites) or faitos
(Blucks), whereas in the United Stes, mulatos are classed with Blacks. Yeo this escape baneh
is an illusion becanse mulattoes fare only marginally. better economically than Black
Brazilians or Afro Bresilians or Afivdescendant, the term used there o vefer o the dark end of
the Brazilian color gradient and increasingly used by collegeeducated persons and activists
in Brazil. In additon. mulatioes do not escape through maobility into the income and status
enjoved by White Brazilians. Labor market analyses demonstrane that Blacks withy the high-
est levels of education and occupation experience the most discrimination in terms ol jobs,
mobility, and income. In addition, they face a glass aeiling that limits their upward mobility
{Fiola 20008: Daniel 20006: Schwartanan 2007,

Today, the use of dosens of wrms 1w describe onesell along the color gradient (see
Chapter 12) 1s obvious in Brazil because, unlike in the United States, peaple of mixed
ancestry are viewed as an identifiable social group. The 2000 census in Brazil classified
53 percent White, 39 percent brown or mulato, 6 percent Afro-Brazilian, and 1 percent
Asian and indigenous Brazilian Indian. Over the past 30 vears, the mulatio group has
grown, and the proportions of both Whites and Blacks have declined.

In Brazil, today as in the past, light skin color enhances status, bt the impact is often
exagzerated. When Degler advanced the idea of the mulatto escape hawch, he implicd
that it was 2 means o snecess. The most recent income data convolling Tor gender, edu-
cation, and age indicate that people of mixed ancestry earn 12 percent more than Blacks.
Vet Whites carn another 26 percent more than the moreno. Clearly, the major distinction
is between Whites and all “people of color” rather than between people ol mixed ances-
ey aned Alro-Brazilians (Brazil 1981; Dadzaienvo 1987: Silva 1985; Telles, 1992, 2004},

Brazilian Dilemma

Gradually in Brazil there has been the recognition that racial prejudice and diserimination
do exist. A 2000 survey in Rio de Janeiro found that 93 percent of those surveved believe
that racism exists in Brazil and 74 percent said there was a lot of bias. Yet 87 percent of the
respondents said they themselves were not racist (Buckley 2000).

During the mwentieth century, Brazil changed from a nation that prided itself on its
freedom from racial inwlerance o a country legally anacking discrimination against
peaple of color. One of the first measures was in 1951 when the Afonso Arinos Liw was
unanimously adopted, prohibiting racial discrimination in public places. Opinion s
divided over the effectiveness of the law, which has been of no use in overturning subtle
forms of diserimination. Even from the start, certain civilian careers, such as the diplo-
matic and military officer ranks, were virtally closed 1o Blacks, Curiously, the push for
the law came from the United Stages, after a Blwck American dancer, Katherine Dunham,
was denied a room at a Sao Paulo lusury hotel,

Today, the income disparity is significant in Brazil. As shown in Figure 16.2, people of
color are disproportionately clustered in the lowest income levels of sociery. Although
not as disadvantaged as Blacks in South Africa, which we will take up later in this chapter,
the degree of inequality between Whites and people of color is much greater in Brazil
than in the United States,

As in other muliracial societies, women of color fare particularly poorly in Brazil.
White men, of course, have the highest income, whereas Black men have carning levels
comparable to those of White women, and Afro-Brazilian women are the furthest behind
{Fiola 2008; Telles 2004).
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FIGURE 1&6.2
Income Distribution
by Race
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There is a long history of activism among Afro-Americans overcoming the challenge of
a socien that thinks distinedons are based on social class, Afwer all, i problems are based
on poverty, they are easier 10 overcome than if problems are based on enlor. However,
activism is also understindable because societal wealth 15 so unequal—the concentration
ol income and assets in the hands of o few s much greater than even in the United Siates,
For Alvo-Brazilians, even professional status can achieve only so much in one’s social
standing. An individual's blackness does not suddenly become invisible simply because
he o she Das acguired some social standing, The fame achieved Ty the Black Brazilian
soccer plaver Pelé is a token exception and doces not mean that Blacks have it casy or even
have a readily wadlable “escape hatch”™ through professional spors,

A chzunatic step was taken o explicitly acknowledge the role of race when allirmative
action measures were introduced. Quotas were begun in 2007, by which students could
indicate their race with their college-enuance applications, Reflectng the color gradient
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and the lack of clear-cut racial categories, committees were actually created o examine
photagraphs of prospective students for the purpose of determining race, [n i initial im-
plementation, charges of reverse racism and specific cases of im:xi‘:li.cuh]n- classifications
being made were common, Coming up with solutions in Brazil will be just as intractable as
the problems themselves (Ash 2007; Daniel 2006; Deidzienyvo 1987; Fiola 2008),

Israel and the Palestinians

In 1991, when the Gulf Wi ended, hopes were high in many parts of the world that
comprehensive Middle East peace plan could be bammered out Just a decade buer, atter
the terrorist attacks of September T, 2001, the expeciations for a lasting peace were
much ditnmer, The key elemenis inoany peace plan were o resolve the conflict between
Israel and its Arab neighbors and o resolve the challenge of the Palestinian relugees.
Although the issues are debated in the politieal arena, the origins of the conllict can he
found in vace, ethoiciwy, and religion.

Nearly 2000 vears ago, the Jews were exiled from Palestine in the Diaspora. The exiled
Jews seided throughoum Europe and elsewhere in the Middle East, where they olten
encountered hostiling and the anti-Semitism deseribed in Chapter DL With the eonver-
sion of the Boman Empire 1o Cheistianit Palestine became the site of many Christian
pilgrimages. Beginning in the seventh century, Palestine graduoally fell under the Muoslim
influence of the Avabs, By the beginning of the twentieth cenory, tourism had become
established, In addition, some Jews had migrated from Rossiaand esiablished senlemems
thiat were tolerated w the Otoman Empive, which then conrolled Palestine,

Grear Britin expanded ns colonial control from Egvpt ino Palestine during
World War I, dreiving out the Torks, Britain ruled the Land but endorsed the eventoal
establishment ol a Jewish national homeland in Palestine. The spivit of Zionism. the

vearning 1o establish o Jewish state in the biblical homeland, was well under way,

From the Avab perspective, Zlonism meant the subjogation, il not the climination, of

the Palestinians.

Thousands of Jews came 1o settde from throughom the world; even so, in the 19204,
Palestine was ooy about 15 percent Jewish, Ethnie tension grew as the Avabs of Palestine
were threatened by the Zionist fervor, Rioting grew to such a point that in 18939, Britain
vielded o Palestinian demands that Jewish immigration be stopped, This oceurred at the
same time as large numbers of Jews were Heeing Nagism in Europe. After World War 11,
Jews resumed thewr demand Tor a homeland, despite Arvab objections, Britain wrmed 1o
the newly Tormed United Nations to settle the dispute. In Mav 1948, the Britsh mandae
over Palestine ended, and the state of Isracl was fonnded (MMasei 20017,

The Palestinian people define themselves as the people who lived in this Tormer
Brivish mandae, along with their descendants on their fahers' side, They are viewed as
an ethoic group within the Tavger group of Arabs, They generally speak Arabic, and most
of them (47 percent) are Muslim (mostly Sunni). With a vapid rate of natural merease,
thie Padestinians have grown in number from 1.4 million at the end of World Ware 11 10
about 7 million worldwide: TOO0000in Lseacl, L5 million i the West Bank, andd 8000000 in
the Gaa Strip (Third World Tnstitaee 2007, 419),

Arab-Israeli

Nosooner had Tsrael been created than the Avab nations—parcticulcly Egvpt, Jordan,
T, Syera, and Lebanon—announced their inention o vestore control to the Palestingan
Aribs, by force il necessary, As hostilities broke out, the Tsaeli militaey stepped in o

preserve the borders, which no Arvab nation agreed o recognize. Some GO percent of

the 1o million Avibs fed or were expelled Trom Iscaeli territory, becoming refusees in
neighboring countries, An uneasy peace followed as Israel attempred 1o enconrage new
Jewish immigeation. [srael also extended the same services that were wailable o the
Jews, such as education and health care, 1o the non-lewish Israelis. The new Jewish pop-
ulation continued o grow under the conntry's Law of Beturn, which gave every Jew in

Diaspora
The exile of Jews from
Pilesstine,

Zionism

Trawlitional Jewish religious
VETTINE 16 return o the
Biblical hiomelandd, now
vsedd 1o reler 1o support for
the state of lseael,
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the world the right o settle permanently as a citicen. The question of Jerusalem
remained wnsettled, and the civy was divided into two separate sections—Israeli Jewish
and Jordanian Arab—a division baoth sides refused 1o regard as permanent.

In 1967, Egvpt. followed by Syria, responded to lseacl’s military actions (o take
surrounding territory in what came 1w be called the Sis-Day War, In the course of
defeating the Arvab states” military, Israel occupied the Gaza Strip and the West Bank
(Figure 16.3). The defeat was all the more bitter for the Arabs as Tsracli-held werritory
expanded.

Although owr primary atention here is on the Palestinians and the Jews, another
signilicant ethnic issue is present in Isracl, Among Iscacl’s Jews, about 21 pereent are
Tsraeli-horn, 32 percent are European or Amervican, 21 percent are Alvican American,
and 13 percent are Asian. The Law of Retirn has brought to Israel Jews of varying cul-
tural backgrounds. Furopean Jews have been the dominant foree, but a signilicant
migration of the more religiously observant Jews from North Alvica and other parts of
the Middle East has created what sociologist Ernest Krausz (1973) called “the two
nations.” Not only are the varions Jewish groups culturally diverse but also there are
signilicant socineconomic differences: the Europeans generally are more prosperons,
better represented in the Knesset (Israel’s parlinment), and better educated. The secu-
L Jews Feel pressure from the more traditional and aliraorthodos Jews, who push for
ion more rellective of Jewish customs and Taw (Sela-Shellv 20060 Third World
[nstinuee 2007, 291,
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The occupied erritories were regarded initally by Iseael as a seeurity zone between it and  Intifada

its belligerent neighbors, By the 1980s, however, it was clear that the territories were also The Palestinian uprising
arinst Israch anthorines

serving as the location of new seulements for Jews migranng to lsmel, especilly lrom Russia, A i
] (1§ ||H' H('I"Il-'l:l'li"t FEr sy,

Palestinians, though enjoving some political and monetary suppaort of Arab nations, saow it
tle likelihood of o successtul milinry effort 1w eliminae Tsrael, Therelore, in December
1987, they began the first Intifada, the uprising against Isael by the Palestinians in the occu-
picd territaries through aacks against soldiers, the boveon of Isaeh goods, general sirikes,
resistance, and noncooperation with Israeli anthorities, The argen of this first batifad, s
ing five vears, was the Tsraelis,

Fhe Intifada wis a grassroots, popular movement whose growth in SUPPOTT Wis as
mueh i surprise 1o the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLOY} and the Arab nations as
it was 10 lsracl and its supporters. The broad range of participants in the Intifadia—
students, workers, union members, professionals, and business leaders—showed the
unambiguous Palestinian opposition 1o occupation. The Intifada began out of the frus
tration of the Palestinians within Isracli, but the confrontations were laer encouraged by
the PLO, an umbrella organization for several Palestinian actions of varying militancy,

With television news footage of Israel soldiers appearing 1o atack delenseless vouths,
the Intifada transtormed world opinion, especially in the United States. Palestinians
came to be viewed as people struggling for sell-dewermination rather thin s terrorises
out w destroy Israel, Instead of Israch being viewed as the “David™ and its Arab neighhors
“Goliah,” Isracl caime 10 take on the bully rale and the Palestinians the ssmpathetic
underdog role (Hublard 199%: Third World Tnstitute 20075,

[he Search for Solutions amid Violence

The 1993 Okslo Accords benween Tsrach Prime Minister Yighak Rabin and PLO Chairman
Yasser Arafat and subsequent agreements ended the state of war aned appeared 1o set in
maotion the creation of the firstever self-governing Palestinian territory in the Gaza Strip
and the West Bank, Hard-liners on hoth sides, however, grew resistant to the move toward
separite recognized Palestinian and Tsraeli stnes, Rabin was assassinated a1 a pesice vally
b an sraeli who felt the government had given up oo much. Succeeding sovernments
i Israel wok soronger stands against relingquishing control of the occupied erritorics,
Meanwhile, the anti-lsrael Hamas party was elected 1o power following the death of Arafi
i 200,

Diespite the assurances at Oslo, Tseanel did not ened ins
occupation of the Palestinian werritories by 19949, justi-
Fying its actions 45 necessary to stop anti-lsrael violence
originating in Palestinian settlements. Complicating
the picture was the continued growth of 125 ofticially
recognized Iseaeli settlements in the West Bank, bring-
ing the total popalation to 230,000 1w 2007, Palestinians,
assisted by Arabs in other countries, mounted a second
Intifada from 2000 through 2004, which was precipi-
tated by the lsracli killing of several Palestinians ar o
Jerusalem maosque. This tme, militane Palestinians
went outside the occupied territories and bhombed
civitian sites in Isracl through o serics of suicide bomb-
ings. Fach violent episode brought calls for retaliation
by the other side and desperate calls for a cease-lire

Fromm ousice the region, lseael, despite worldwide denun- L : & ¥ H‘“‘%

ciation, created a “security barrier” of 304oot-high con-
. e -
oBgleearloons. com “F),E,
daene girin e [L[]]

crete walls, ditches, and barbed wire 1o try 10 protect
11s Jewish settlers, which served o limit the mobility of
pracetul Palestinians mrving 1o access crops, schools,

hospitals, and johs,
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Beginning in 2005, Israel started constructing & 30-

The immediate problem is 1w end the violence, but any lasting
peace must e a series of difficult issues, including the Tollowing:

w the stus of Jerusalem, Tseael’s capital, which is also viewed by
Muslims as the thive-most-holy ity in the worled:

B he [uture of the Jewish seolements in the West Bank ol the
Palestintan Authorite territorices:

m he e of Palestinians and other Avabs with Isseli citizen-

ship:

the creation of a traly independent Palestinian national stane

(v

with stromg Teadershipg

o Dsvacl=Palestinian Aathorite relations, with the laner's vovern-
ment under control of Hamas, which s sworn 1o [smel's
destruction: and

= the Botare of Palestinian relugees elsewhere,

Addde] worries are the uneasy peace between Tseael andd s Arab
neighbors and the sometimes interrelued events in Lebanon, I,
aned Iran (Shafic 2007 Bronnes 20008; Thivd World Instioaee 2007),

The Last 60 vears have witnessed significant clanges: Lseacl has
gone [rom a L under siege to o mation whose horders se recou-
wized by almost evervone. Tsiael has come to werms with the varions
Factions of religions and secular Jews trving to coexist, The Palestinian
people hive gone brom disteanchisement o lawving tevritory, The

foothigh barrier for security purposes, but the wall also  Current solution is fragile and very temporary, as is any form of
served to keap Palestinians from schools and jobs. secession with a foundation for accommodation amid continning

violence.

Republic of South Africa

I every nation in the world, some wacial, ethnic, or religions groups enjov advantages
denied w other groups. Nations differ in the extent of this denial and in whether it is st
ported by ki or by custom. In no other industrial socien has the denial heen so entrenched
m recent T oas in the Republic of Souh Afbca,

The Republic of South Advica is different rom the rest of Afvica becanse the ariginl
Alvican peoples of the area are no longer present. Today, the comnry is multiseial, as
showen in Tabile 16,2,

The largest group is the Black Afvicans who migrated from the north in the cighteenth
century as well as more recent migrations [rom neighboring African countries over the
Last 20 vears, The Coloured (or Cape Coloureds), the product of mixed vace, and Astins

{or Indians) make up the remaining non-Whites, The small White COTTTILIELY Consisls
of the English and the Afvikaners, the latter descended Grom Duteh andd other European

TABLE 16.2
Raclal Groups in the Republic of South Africa
Whites (%) All Non-Whites (%) Black Africans (%) Coloureds (%) Asian Indians (34)
1904 22 78 7 q 2
1936 2 ! 649 8 2
1951 2 | GE 9 3
2007 i a1 A0 9 2
2021 (projected) & an il ] 2
I

Nexte: “All MonrWhites” totals subjecl 1o rounding erroc
Sovrces: Authar's estimates. bised on Statistics South Africe and Bureau of Market Research in MacFarlana 20068a. B-0° Sauih African

It tligns 2007, B, 12: MacFarane 2008, 2; van den Barghe 1978, 102,
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settlers, As in all other multeolireal matons we have considered. colonialism and immi-
aration have left their mark.

The permanent settlement ol South Afvica by Enropeans began in 1652, when the Dueh
Last India Company established a colony in Cape Town as a port of call tor shipping ves-
sels bovned Tor Tndia, The arcaowas sparsely populated, and the original inhabitanes of the
Cape of Good Hope, the Hotentons and Bushmen, were pushed inland like the indige
oS ]:i‘u;ﬂt‘h‘ of the New World, To Gl the need For Taborers, the Doeh imporied shves
From arveas of Alvica Buther novth, Skvery was confined mostly 1o areas near 1towns and
imvolved more limited numbers than i the United Staes, The Bocrs, seminomads
descended from the Durch, did oot remain on the coast but trekked inland o establish
vast sheep and cattle vanches, The debkers, as they were known, regularly fought off the
Black imhabitants of the interior regions. Sexual relations berween Dutch men and slave
andd Hotentot women were quite eommen, giving vse o i mukitto group celerred o
tockay as Cape Coloureds,

The British entered the scene by acquiring part of Sooth Abvica in 1514, at the end of
the Napoleonie Wars, The British introduced workers Trom Tndia as indenmred servons
o sugar plantations, They had also freed the slaves by 1834, with Tinde compensation 1o
the Duich shwve owners, and had given Blacks almost all poliveal and civil righes: The
Boers were not happy with these developments and spent mose of the nineteenth centuary
i a violent sorogele with the growing number of Engelish colonists, In 1902 the British
finally overwhelmed the Boers, leaving bitter memories on both sides, Onee in contral,
however, they recognized that the superior numbers ol the non-Whites were s potential
threat to their power, as they had Been o the power of the Afrikaners.

The growing non-White population consisted of the Coloureds, or mixed population,
aned the Black wibal groups, collectively called Bantos, The Britsh gave hoth gronps the
vote Tt restricted the franehise o people who met certain property qualilications. Pass
laws were intraduced, placing curlews on the Bantus and Bmiting their geographic move-
mient, These Liws, coforced throogh “reference books”™ until TH8G, were intendeed o pre-
vent whan areas from becoming overcrowded with job-sceking Black Africans, a familiar
occurrence In colonial Afvica (van den Berghe 1965 AL Mars 1995).

In 185, South Alvica was granted its independence from the United Kingdom, aned the
National Parey, dominated by the Afvikaners, assumed contol of the government. Under

L A
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pass laws

Lavws tha comtresdlel
isterial movement by
treas=WWhines 1 Soth
Advicit.

South Africa employed an
explicit system of de jure
segregation under apartheid
that included spatial
separation on trains as
shown in these separate
entry points in
Johannesburg. Whites
waited at the front of trains,
while Black South Africans
waited at the rear,
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apartheid

Fhe policy of the Soudh
Afvican governmaent
mrended to mamtain
separation of Blacks,
Caolonrrecls, aned Asians

oo the dhomminams Whites.

the leadership of this party, the rale of White supremacy, alveady well aoder way in the colo-
nial period as custom, became more and more Tormalized into Lo, To deal with the muliiva-
cial population. the Whites devised s polioy called apartheid o cosure their dominance,
Apartheid (in Afrikaans, the hnguage of the Ahikaners, it means “separation” or Sipartness”)
came o mean a policy ol separate development, euphemistcally called snfttnadional deovl-

afrmment by the government. A the tme, these changes were regacded as cosmetic outside
South Adrica and by most Black South Alvicans.

The White ruling class was not homogeneous. The English and Afrikaners belonged
todifferent political parties, lived apart, spoke different binguoages, and worshipped sepa-
vately, bue they shaved the beliel that some form of apartheid was pecessary, Apartheid
can perhaps be best understood as a iwentieth-cenmury effort o reesiablish the
master=slave relationship, Blacks could not vore, They could not move throuchout the
country frecly, They were unable w holed jobs unless the vovertment approved, To work
at approved jobs, 1i|:'j. were forced 1o live in temporary quarters at great distances from
thedr veal homes, Thewr access wo education, health care, and social services was severely
limninesdd (W, Wilson 19730,

Fvents ook a signilicant twien in 199 when South Alrican Prime Minister F.W, De
Rlerk legalized 60 banned Black organizations aned freed Nelson Mandela, leader of the
Advican National Congress (ANC), after 27 vears ol imprisonment. Mandela’s trinmphant
remarks after his release appear in Listen o Our Voices.

The next vear, De Klerk and Black leaders signed a Natonal Peace Accord, pledging
themselves o the establishment of a multipacty democracy and an end o violence, Alter a
series of political defears, De Klerk called Tor a referendum in 1992w allow Whites 1o vore
ot endding apartheid, I he Gailed o receive popular support, he vowed o resign, A record
high wenout gave o solid G806 percent voue tha Gwvored the continued dismantling of
legal apartheid and the creation of & new constitution throngh negotiation. The process
towarred power sharing ended synbolically when De Rlevk and Mandels were jointly awarded
the 15 Nobel Peace Prize (A Mars 1998: Chiaway and Tavlor T992; Winant 2001 ),

The Era of Reconciliation and Moving On

I Aprdl 19494, Sowih Adrica held s st universal election. Apartheid had ended, Nelson
Mandela’s ANC received 62 percent of the vote, giving him a Bvevear teem as president.
Mandeln enjoved the advantage of wide personal support throughout the naton, He retived
in 19949 when his second term ended, His successors have faced a dinmting agenda becanse
of the legaey of apartheid,

Asignificant step o help Soumbh Alvica move past apartheid was the creation ol the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC). People were allowed o come Torward and
comfess 1o horrors they had committed under apartheid from 1961 through 1995, I they
were judged by the TRC to be vruly remorseful, and most were, they were not subject o
prosecution, W ihey failed o confess o all crimes they had committed, they were prose-
cuted, The stovies gripped the country as people learned that actions taken in the name
of the Afrikaner government were often worse than anvone had anteipated (Gobodo-
Machikizela 20035) .

The immediate reliet that came with the end of apartheid has given way o greater
concerns about the ftare of all South Advicans, In Research Focus, we consider the views
expressed v contemporary South Africans,

With the emergence of the new multiracial government in South Africa, we see a
countey with enormaous promise but many challenges tha are similar o those of our own
multiracial socier. Some of the controversial issues facing the ANC-led government are
very Familiar to citizens in the United States,

Desperate froverty: Despite the growth of asmall bu conspicuons middle elass wmong

Black South Alvicans, poverty rates stand at GOLG percent, compared to L0 percent

of White South Africans.

Mffirmative action: Race-lased emplovment goals and other preference programs

hawve been proposed, ver critics insist that such efforts constitute reverse apartheid,
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Listen to Qur Voices

=

== T

AFRICA, IT Is Ours!

mandla! Armandla! =Afrika,
A mavibuve!  [Power! Power!
Abrica, 11 s onrs! |

My friencds, comrades and (el
loww Sowntly Afvicans, 1 greet von
all by thie name ol peace, demoe.
oy and Dreedom For all, T stnd
[rere hefore yorr o as a proplet
b as o humble servant of vou,
thee preople,

Yoo treless aned heroie sacri-
fees Bave made it possible Tor me 1o he
here tocka 1 therelore place the remaini
veurs of mw life in vonr haneds,

O this oy of o release, [ oextend ow
stncere and wirmest oracimde o the mil-
lions of my compatvions and those i every
i paigned

iF
12

corner of the olobe who have
tirelessly For my release,
Megotiations on the dismantling of
apartheid will have o address the over
whelming demand of our peaple Foeadem-
ocratie monracial and uniary South Adrvica.
There must be an end 1o white monapoly

on political power.

And  [there muost be] o fondamenial
restructuring of our political and ceonomic
svstems o ensure that the inequalities of
apartheid are addressed and onr society
thoraughly democraneed. . ..

O strogele has reached o decisive
moment We call onour peaple 1o seize this
maorent sa that the process oward democ-
racy b5 rapid and vnimerropred. We have
winitecl oo long dor oo Irecdom. We can no
lomper wait, Now is the time o inensily the
strugele onall frones,

Tov rela our eiforts now would be a mis-
Gike which genevions 1o come will not e

Melson Mandela

able o Tovgive, The sight of lree-
dom looming on the horizon
shontlel erscomarage ws to redonbile
our elforts, 1t s only through
chisciphined mass action that oor
victory can be assured.

We call om our white compatri-
als 1o join ns in the shaping of a
new Sonth Africa, The Teedom
mewvement s the politeal boine
fo vour, tosce, We eall on the inrer-
pavtiomal community o continue the came-
g b solare te apartheid regime.

To it sancuons now wonld be o ran
the visk of aboring the process woward e
complete eradication of apartheid, Our
naarch o freedom s rreversible, We st

nert allow Fear wo st in our way,

Uiniversal sulTragee of o common volers'
robe 0 unied democrate and nonreacial
South Alrica is the only way 1o peace and
rach] harnwm

In conclusion, | wish w go 1o my own
words churing my tesal an TG They are as
rite tockay as they were then. 1 wrore: |
have fought aguonst white  domination,
andd T have Towghe agaanst black doming-
thont, | have cherished the ides of o demo-
cratic and free sociely in which all persons
live wogether in harmony and with equal
OpPOTLLiLies,

Leis an adeal which I hope to live lor aned
tor achieve. Butif needs be. i is an ideal for
whiich am prepared o die.

Source: Mandela 1990, Copyright £ 1990 by
the Mew York Times Compary. Reprinted by
permission of the Now York Times,

Meeliced cave: The nation is wving o conlront the duality of private care tor the

affluent (nsually Whites) and government=subsidized care (usuallv for people of

color. ALDS has reached devastating levels, with 12 percent of the population hav-
ing FUV o ATTYS as of 2008, Hall ol all deaths resalt from AlLS.

Crime Althongh the government-initiated violence under apartheid has ended, the

encritions of conflict and vears of mweriibal anacks have cremed a climare for

crime, illegal pun ownership, and disrespect for law enloreement.
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Research Focus

I n the United Staces, we ke for oranced
the regular release ol opinion or survey
dati about what peaple think abowt the
sensitve issues e their country, However,
pubilic apinion surveving does notwpically
veeur in ealitirian countrics such s
Soanly Advica wncder apartheid Today, sue-
veving s now o regular part of South
Alvican it and, not wo sarprisinglby, the
siibject soimetines trns o race relations,

We can exmmine national  sorvevs: of
opinions conducted  from 2000 theough
2006 1o fined ont wha aduls from all racial
groups thoughe abonr vacism in evervday
Bk, The el frome these studies reveal o
vaci] divigde on iy issoes,

Nearlv pwoethivds o Black  Alvicans
65 percenth andicated than they Tele the
country was leaced e the rght divection,
whiereas only about one-thivd (36 percent)
ool Whites Telr ther sinme wane

Black Sowth Alvicans overwhelmingly
sec umemplivment as the major problem
Facing the naion, whereas Whites place
cringe aned security as the top problem, with
guoverinent corruption as number wo,
Blacks, meanwhile, do net see the govern-
ment s problem big give priovity o both
howsing and water supply—uwo issies nol
vanked highly by their fellow White cine-
sens More than 60 percent of Bhicks b
less than hall of Whites feel that relations

between groups are improving,

LISTENING TO THE PEOPLE

Al South  Africans—whether  Black,
Colonred, Indian, or White—agree th
democraey s preferable t any other kind
of wovernment anel thar South Advica will
Blacks e much
more likely o see the gap between the
rch and poor as a threat o democracy,
Blacks are more likely 1o see educanon
and  health eare as improving over the
L years o post-aparthend Somth Africa,
whereas Whites see’ it as acoeally geving
worse, Just 19 percent of White respon-
dents, however, said they wonld consider
i retrn to aprtheid.

In sy, the suevey revealed deep
concerns ameng ol Sooth Advicans abaon i
prnneher ol social el coonomae ssoes, bt
the specilic Bwctor of race is not viewed as
the clomimant problem. Yer the conscious.
tress b vicisim bivs oon vionesbed, The major-
ity still see racisme s o serious concern, Yet
when asted, they cenerally see their own
group s the victm of acism with linde
recogniion of the problems ol proejodice
ane  diserimination  facing e other
LVEIS,

There secomed Tivcle ddoubs fronm s s
vey that, as during the apartheid e, South
Adrien stll has aocial probleo w solve,

remain  democine,

Sources: Economist 20058, Kaiser Family Foun
dation 2004; McGreal 2008; Schlammer
20|, 20010,

School integration: Multiracial schools are replacing the apartheid system. but for
some, the change is occurring too fast or not fast enough, Although 15 percemt
of Whites hold a college degree, only LS percent of Black South Afvicans are so
advantaged,

These issues must be addressed with minimal increases in government spending as the
government secks o reverse delicit spending without an increase in xes that would
frghten awway needed Toreign investment, As difficult as all these challenges are, perhaps
the maost difficult is land reform (Kane-Berman 20006; South Afvican Instote of Race
Relations 2007; Kaiser Family Foundarion 2008},

The government has pledsed o address the issue of Lind ownership. Between 1960
and 140, the government foreed Black South Africans from their el and olten allowed
Whites 1o settle on it Beginning in 1994, the government 1ook steps to transter 30 percent
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of agricultiral land w Black South Alvicans, Where Teasible, the government plans to re-
stone the original inhabitimts we their Tind: wheve this is nor feasible, the govermment is
ter ke “just and equitable compensation.” By 2007, less than 4 peceent of the GrmTaned
bad been wansterved, Overall, White South Advicans, who make up less than B pereent of
the population, receive 45 percent of the income. There have been some positive signs,
Black Soauh Afvicans have been able wo legally own their own homes since the TS0s: by
20018, almost two-thivds owned their homes, To continne o move past apartheid, many
South Adlvicans leel redisiribuion of wealth necds 1o ocour,

The magnituede of this land reform ssue cannot be minimized. Oviginally, the goal was
tor achiove the Land wranslor by 2006, Bt this has now heen delerred o 2015, Certain erit-
ies syt the corrent eace it will ke aotl 2000 o reach the 2004 objective. With s othe
coonomic problems and now the decision winvest hundeeds of millions of dollars in
hosting thie SO0 Losertbaall (soccer) Weorld Cup, more new Il s lkely e b Hl'i"ll]]-lt'ﬂ I
Black South Alvicans throngh squatter arcangements  than through goveranent-
approved tamsker (Rane-Berman 2008; MeGreal 2008),

Conclusion
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As shown e the Bzore below, each sociery, in s own
wiv, illustrates the processes in the Spectrum ol
Intergroup Relatons fist imtroduced io Chaprer 1, The
examples viange from the Holocaust, which precipitated
the emergence ol lsracl, to the efforts w create amul-
tivacizal povernmem in South Africa. A study of these
five societics, coupled with knowledge of subordinaue
aroups in the United States, will provide the back-
cronud from which o deaw some conclusions about
patterns of e and ethnic velatons o the world wodas.

By looking bevond our borders, we gather new
insights into the social processes that Trame and deline
intergronp relationships,

SPECTRUM OF INTERGROUP RELATIONS

EXPULSION

SEG FEEIIGATIDN

The colonial espericnee Tas plaved avole in all cases
vncler consideration i this chapier o particularly in
South Alvica. In Mexico and South Alvica, which Bave
long histories of multiethnic societies, inergroup sexual
relations have been widespread  bur with differem
resulis, Mestizos in Mexico oconpy a middle racial group
and expericnee less tension, whereas in South Afvica,
the Cape Coloureds had lreedoms under apartheid
almost as lHmited as those of the Black Alvicans, South
Alvica enloreed de jure segregation, whereas Israeli
conmmunities secm o have de Gcto segregation, Tsrael’s
and Souwth Alvica’s intergroup conflicts have involved
the world community Indigenous people lgure in the

ASSIMILATION

1 ] 1
INCREASINGLY UNACCEPTABLE —3 —> MORE TOLERABLE
1 i 1
i ] i
i ) i
EXTERMINATION | SECESSION i FUSION i PLURALISM
or genocide i or partitiening i or amalgamation or malting pot or multiculturalism
! I ‘. ; : ! :
! : : : ) | ;
: : 1 ! : 1 ¥
Holocaust in : Zicnism Quilombos Morenos in Immigrants Srafus
Europe precipitated ! Goat st in Brazil Brazil to Canada Indians
Israeli siate b in Canada
farmation Initial 20T Apartheid Mexican
exile of Quebécais Fdisn Inclians and Multiracial
lews from resarvas Spaniards povemment
Palestine in Canada Métis of of South Africa
Palestinian belhce _4::-._-.-|s_n Eroups
Territory Coloureds of within jerael

South Africa
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sial landdscape of Canada, Brazil, and Mexico. Policies

giving preference o previously devalued racial groups
are in place i both Bragl and South Africa, Complete
assimilation is absent in all five societies considered in
this chapter and is unlikely w ocewr in the near futare;
the legal and informal barriers wo assimilaion and plu-
alism vary for subordinate people choosing either
option. Looking at the sius of women in Mexico
reminds us of the worldwide natore of gender soeatific-
tion and also offers insight into the patterns present in
developing nations,

[Mwe add the United States o these societies, the simi-
larities become even more striking, The problems ol
racial and ethnic adjustment in the United Stnes have
dominated owr attention, but they parallel past aned
prosent experiences in other socictes with racial, eth-
nic, or religious heterogeneing The U8, government

Summary
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has Deen involved in providing edocational, fmaneial,
and legal support for progians intended (o help particu-
lar vacial or ethnic groups, and it continues e avoied
interfering with veligious freedom. Bilingual, hicalmral
programs in schools, aronomy Tor Naove Americans on
reservations, and increased  participation in decision
making by residents of ghetoes and barrios are all
viewed as accepiable goals, although they are not pur-
sued w the extent thal many subordinamegronp peaple
wiottlel Tike,

The analysis of this chapter has veminded ns ol the
global nature of dominant=subordinate relaions along
dimensions of race, ethnicity, religion, and sender, In
the next chapter, we will take an overview ol racial aned
ethnic relations as well s explore social inequaliy
along the dimensions of age, disability stus, and sexual
orienEtion,

L. Mexico's mosaic of mestizos and mative indigenons people creates o diversificd society
with segments of the population that definitely feel disadvantaged and ignored,

2, Canad, with one of the largest proportions of indigenous peoples, continues o develop
strategics o promote coonomic development while preserving cultoral traditions, A
similar pattern has cmerged among the growing immigrant community,

3. The sizable French-speaking population within Canada has asked ane receives consider-
ation Tor its special cultural heritage, which is not fully endorsed by others in the nation,

4. Brazil is nota racial paradise, as has sometimes been sugeested, bat continues o deal
with signilicant disparity among people of color.

=5

Isracl has both a significant Arab population and a diverse Jewish community among
whenn there are .h'lmr]] poditical and religious differences.

=7
:

Palestinians in the ocoupied territories are in a desperate economic situation that has
been aggravated by violent divisions within their ranks and by reprisals from lsrael in
response o atticks from those o within the werritories.

-]
.

The apartheid era in South Alrica underscores how race can be aotool For total subju-
gation of millions of people.

8. The Sonnh Africa of the post-apartheid erais marked by veconcilintion of the differ-
ent racial groups, which are Tacing significant issues involving land, education,
health, and public safery,
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Review Questions

L. Identity who the native peoples are and what their role has been in cach of the
societies discussed i this chapter,

2, On wha levels can one speak of an identiny issue Facing Canada as a nation?

3. What role has secession plaved in Canada and Israel?

4. How have civil uprisings aflected intergroup tensions in Mexico and Israel?

5. Terwlha extent are the problems Gcing Braeil and South Alrvica woday part of the
legacy ol racial divisions?

Critical Thinking

1. Sacial consoruction of race cmphasizes how we create arbitrary delinitions of skin
color that then have social consequences. Drawing on the societies discussed, select
o mation and identify how social definitions work in other wavs to deline group
houndaries,

2. Apply the Tunctionalist and contlict approaches of sociology fivst introduced in
Chaprer 1w each of the societies under study in this chapter,

o The conflicts outlined inthis chaprer are examples of ethnonational conflics,
bt how have the actions or inactions of the United States contribated 1o these
problems?
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