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Arriving in New Delhl, the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. is greeted by Mrs. Sucel
test patterned after Ing n of Mahatma Ganli, w

welcomed as

a licva Gaid)

lar, secretary of the zo iz Congress Party. King, who led Montgomery P
“T'o other countrics 1 may go a5 a tourist, but to India 1 come as a pila

MY TRIP TO THE LAND OF GANDH

OR A long time 1 had wanted to t
the entir

e a brip to India en as a child
Orient held a strange fascination for me—the elephants,
the tigers, the temples, the sn.

characters

al

- charmers and all the other storybook

While the Montgomery boycott was going on, India’s Gandhi was
the guiding light of our technigue of non-violent social change. We
spoke of him often. So as soon as our victory over bus segregation was
won, some of my friends said: “Why «
for yourself what the Mahatma, whom you so admire, has wrought.”

In 1956 when Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s Prime Minister, made
a short visit to the United States, he was gracious enough to say that
he wished that he and I had m d
tives make inquiries as to the possibility of my visiting his country

i't yen go to In nd see

d his diplomatic representa-

some time s

Our former American ambassador to India, Chester
Bowles, wrote me along the same lines
hat I was about to make the trip, s

At one time it was my visit by prior commitment to Ghana.

But every tin

interferc
At another time my publishers wi

pressing me to fAnish writing
Stride Toward Freedom. Then along came Mrs, Izola Wa
When she struck me with that Japanese letter opener on that §
afternoon in S

Curry.

ember as [ sat antographing books in a Harlem store
she not only knocked out the travel plans that [ had but almost every-
thing else as well.

After I recovered from this near-fatal encounter and was finally
released by my doctors, it occurred to me that it might be better to
get in the trip to India before plunging too deeply once again into
the sea of the Southern segregation struggle.
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1 preferred not to take this long trip alone and asked my wife and
my friend, Lawrence Reddick. to accompany me. Coretta was pars
ticularl ted in the women of India and Dr. Reddick in the
history and government of that great country. He had written my
biography. Crusader Without Violence, and said that my true test
would come when the people who knew Gandhi looked me over and
passed judgment upon me and the Montgomery movement. The tiree
of us made up a sort of 8-headed team with six eyes and six ears o8
looking and listening,

The Christopher Heynolds Foundation made a grant through the
American Friends Service Committee to cover most of the expenses
of the trip and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and
the Montgomery Improvement Association added their support. The
Gandhi Memorial Trust of India extended an official invitation, through
diplomatic channels, for our v

And so on February 3, 1959, just before midnight, we left New York
by plane. En route we stopped in Paris with Richard Wright, an o
friend of Reddick's, who brought us up to date on European attitudes
on the Negro question and gave us a taste of the best French cooking

We missed our plane connection in Switzerland because of fog, a=
riving in India after a roundabout route, two days late, But From tie
time we came down out of the clouds at Bombay on February 10, unti
Mareh 10, when we wayed goodbye at the New Delhi airport, we hod
one of the most concentrated and eye-opening experiences of our lives
There is so much to tell that I can only touch upon a few of the higl
points.

At the outset, let me say that we had a grand reception in Indid

inter
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Speaking to student body at M. the Rev. King discusses Montgomery protest. He
diseovered that details of protest were well known. Indian publications, hie says,
“perhaps gave a better continuity of aur A81-day bus strike” than American papers,

| THE LAND OF GANDHI corces

We got a good press throughout our stay. Thanks to the Indian
 papers, the Montgomery bus boycott was already well known in that
| country. Indian publications perhaps gave a hetter continuity of
wir 381-day bus strike than did most of our papers in the United
States. Occasionally I meet some American fellow citizen who even
now asks me how the bus hoycott is going, apparently never having
read that our great day of bus integration, December 21, 1956, closed
that chapter of our history.

We held press conferences in all of the larger ecities— Delhi, Cal-
cutta, Madras and Bombay—and talked with newspaper men almost
everywhere we went. They asked sharp questions and at times ap-
peared to be hostile but that was just their way of bringing out the
story that they were after. As reporters, they were scrupulously fair
- TEMPTING AND EXCITING . .. ENVIED BY ALL! 1s and in their editorials showed an amazing grasp of what was
Here are the amazing focts! Clear g on in America and other parts of the world
e fis j:j;“; ;“':n:‘g"j;jf 8 | The trip had a great impact upon me personally. It was wonderful
. ST e b to be in Gandhi’s land, to talk with his son. his grandsons, his cousin
with old harsh cleaning methods. Spe- . | and other relatives; to share the reminiscences of his close comrades:
Zra.—h:;rignr;ﬁ-r::‘m saop and water =3 | to visit his ashrama, to see the countless memorials for him and finally

% to lay a wreath on his entombed ashes at Rajghat. T left India moxre
convinced than ever before that non-vielent resistance is the most

20!

Georgianne Beauty Creme . . an entirely new concept in ‘round the elock | DOtent weapon available to oppressed people in their stuggle for
skin care . .. is generously enriched with lanolin and Estrogenic Hormones freedom. It was a matvelous thing to s the amazing results of a
that start to work the moment it fouches your skin. You con feel the differ- | mon-violent campaign. The aftermath of hatred and bitterness that
ence! Your skin becomes soft, valvaty, and moist. Impuritiss, dirt, and old usnally follows a violent campaign was found nowhere in India. Ta-
make-up are completely removed. But that's not ol . . . Georgianne Beauty day a mutual friendship based on complete equality exists between
Creme does more. |t helps clear externally coused pimples and black- the Indian and British people within the commonwealth. The way of
heads. Its antiseptic cction helps stop bocterial growth that can cause and acquiescence leads to moral and spiritual suicide. The way of violence
spread unsightly outbreaks and eruptions. leads to bitterness in the survivors and brutality in the destroyers:
Georgianne Beauty Creme is an == - But, the way of non-violence leads to redemption and the ereation of
ideal night creme and o perfect [Huve your beauty treatment the beloved community.
make-up base. It covers so evenly ‘round the clock ... The spirit of Candhi is very much alive in India today. Some of

that your powder does not streak, his disciples have misgivings ahout this when they remember the
nor your make-up change color. IONLY $ 2.98 drama of the fight for national independence and when they look
Stays fresh for hours. T el i | around and find nobody today who comes near the stature of the
| [P g | Mahatma. But any objective observer must report that Gandhi is not
BRING NEW LIFE. .. NEW ouly the greatest figure in Incix’s history but that his influence is felt
i |

EXCITEMENT TO YOUR SKIN! ORDER NOW! |, Jimost every aspect of life and public policy today.

India can never forget Gandhi. For example, the Gandhi Memorial

| enclose 30 South Shore Products Co.

D 9878 Rl L R S 30T Michigian Ayl Chica o]

Money Order RUSH
my jar postpaid,

so known as the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi) collected some $130
million soon after the death of “the father of the nation.” This was
perhaps the largest, spontancous, mass monetary contribution to the

1 Trust
1
I
L ——————— : memary of a single individual in the history of the world. This fund:
I
I
|

along with support from the Government and other institutions. is
resulting, in the spread and development of Gandhian philosaphy:
the implementing of his constructive program, the erection of libraies
and the publication of works by and about the life and times of
Soulh Shore Beauty Creme is lhe product of one of America's leading Gandhi, Posterity could not escape him even if it tried. By all standards
manufaclurers with over 40 years’ experience. Tested for purity by o of measurement, he is one of the half dozen greatest men in would:
leading research laboratory. history.

Ship C.O.D. [l pey

postman $3.30  Addr =% —
[$2.98 plus tea)
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postage charges. i z late.
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THE LAND OF GANDHI continued

T was delighted that the Candhians accepted us with open arms.
They praised our experiment with the non-violent resistance tech-
nique at Montgomery. They seem to look upon it as an ountstan

example of the possibilities of its use in western civilization. To them

as

e it also suggests that non-violent resistance when planned
and positive in action can work effectively even under totalitariay
regimes.

We argued this point at some length with the groups of African
| students who are today studying in Indiz. They felt that non-violent
| resistance could only work in a situation where the resisters had'a
potential ally in the conscience of the opponent. We soon discovered
that they, like many others, tended to confuse passive resistance with
non-resistance. This is completely wrong. True non-violent resistance
is not umrealistic submission to evil power. It is rather a courageous
confrontation of evil by the power of love, in the faith that it is hetter
to he the recipient of violence than the inflictor of it. since the latter
|<m\y multiplies the existence of violence and bitterness in the universe.
while the former may develop a sense of shame in the opponent, and
| thereby bring about a transformation and change of heart.

Non-violent resistance does call for love, but it is not a sentimental
| love. Tt is a very stern love that would organize itself into colledtive
| action to right a wrong by tuking on itself suffering. While T under-
| stand the reasons why oppressed people often turn to violence in their
[ straggle for freedom, it is my firm belief that the erusade for mdepend-

ence and human dignity that is now reaching a climax in Africa will

' Gitls Be [nde_pe“der“ [nave & more positive effect on the world, if it is waged along

lines that were first demonstrated in that continent by Gandhi himself

India ast country with vast problems. We flew over the long
stretches, from North to South, East to West; took trains for shorter
jumps and used automobiles and jeeps to get us into the less ats
cessible places
out a third the size of the United States but has almost
three times as many people. Everywhere we went we saw crowded
humanity—on the roads, in the city strects and squares, even in the
villagos.

Most of the people are poor and poorly diessed. The average iis
come per person is less than $70 per vear. Nevertheless, their turbans
for their heads, loose flowing, wr: ound dhotis that they wear
instead of tronsers and the flowing saries that the women wear insted
of dresses are colorful and picturesque. Many Indians wear part Do
tive and part western dress,

We think that we in the United States have a big housing pruhlﬂl}
but in the city of Bombay, for example, over a half million pe:
sleep out of doors every night. These are mostly unattached, unt
ployed or partially employed males. They carmy their bedding:
them like foot soldiers and unroll it each night in any unoceu
space they can find—on the sidewalk, in a railroad station or ab
entrance of a shop that is closed for the evening.

Tudia is

1HSt., N.E bam
Washinglon'2, 0.6 3.

The food shortage is so widespread that it is estimated that
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“When | need
a laxative, there’s
only one for me!”

“P've found there’s just nothing like

FEEN-A-MINT—the chewing-gum laxa-

tive. It tastes so good—works so well! |

FEEN-A-MINT doesn’t upset my stom- | THE LAND OF GﬂNI]HI Continved

ach and I never feel ‘limp’ next ch)— than 80t of the people get what we would call three square meals a

but full of energy!” -Ia'\ During our great depression of the 19307, we spoke of “a third
Why don’t you try FEEN-A-MINT? |of a nation being “ill-housed, ill clad and ill fed.” For India today.

It works where a laxative should— | simply change one third to two thirds in that statement and that would
mainly in the lower bowel. Removes | make it abont right.

mostly waste—nor good food you need N b e B P s e . i
: SLk I s mreat it ‘me even greater.
for vigor and vitality! And—it'’s non- plo IR nen b S eV CIE A el

B BTe Gentai vy worldestully cie. Seventy per cent of the Indian people are classified as agricultural |
ferent FEEN-A-MINT at any drug | workers and most of these do less than 200 days of farm labor per
counter. 16 tablets, 37¢—also small | Year because of the seasonal fluctuations and other uncertainties of

and economy sizes. mother nature. Jobless men roam the city streets. Puts YUU n ﬂJE BIG MUNEY
| Great ills flow from the poverty of India but strangely there is rela- | Taﬂg”'"g BUSiﬂESS aﬂfﬂk

FEEN A MINT ‘tlw]v little evime. Here is another concrete manifestation of the

wonderful spiritual quality of the Indian people. They are poor, MAKE up $3°

nmed together and half starved but they do not take it out on each TO

= g | other. They are a kindly people. They do not abuse each other—
Bullt-ll‘l comfort verbally or physieally—as readily as we do. We saw but one fist fight IN A DAY! O

| At music schaol in Delhi, A
child daneer. “The Ind
spirituals, T

in India during our stay. It you'd like to make up to $30
5 ¥ m:\day even in spare

In contrast to the poverty-stricken. there are Indians who are ri
| have luxurious homes, landed estates, fine clothes and show evidene
| of over- eating. The bourgeois
the same the world over.

And then there is, even here, the problem of segregation. We call
it race in Ameri
| that some are considered inferior, treated as though they deserve less.
" | We were surprised and delighted to see that India has made greater

progress in the fight against caste “untouchability” than we have
| made here in our own country against race segregation. Both nations
:hz\\‘e federal laws against discrimination (acknowledging, of course

iodey i
D!Scholls Elhnt thu_ decision of r!ur S}qn‘nmu Cuurtjﬁ the law of our land). But FEUGRISS TMLUNP;E EB

after this has been said, we must recognize that there are great differ- | 5005.ThroopSt,Dept. 52), Chicago
ARcH_lIFT‘ sm&l ences between what India has done and what we I PROGRESS TAILORING CO. Dept. 5-265
: s = te e

problem that is very similar. The leaders of Ind !
You'd never believe a sandal could feel | moral power behind their law. From the Prime Minister down to |
50 goodl The exclusive builtup arch. | the village councilmen. everybody declares publicly that untouch- | |
1
|
|

—white, black or brown—behaves abo

they call

i caste in Tndia. Tn both places it means

have done on a

1
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mald i S 3

etledsole and cupped heel supportand. |y oo S0 rone. But in the United States some of our highest officials
cradle your every step . .. make walking 5 = : ;
areal pleasure . . . prevent that ‘letdown’ | decline to render a moral judgment on segregation and some from
feeling of ordinary sandals, Ideal for | the South publicly boast of their determination to maintain s
home, street or recreation. Adjustable | tion, This would be unthinkable in India.
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Gandhi also renamed the untonchables, calling them “Harijans” | $ 95

which means “children of God.” il PR
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THE LAND OF GANDHI continues

The country seems to be divided. Some say that India should becorn
westernized and modernized as quickly as possible so that she mig
raise her standards of living, Foreign capital and foreign irdus!
should be invited in, for in this lies the salvation of the almost despera
Situation.

On the other hand, there are others—perhaps the majority—who sas
that westernization will bring with it the evils of materialism, cut throa
competition and rugged individualism; that India will lose her EW;
if she takes to chasing Yankee dollars; and that the biz machine wil
ouly raise the liv tandards of the comparative few workers whﬁ
get jobs but that the greater number of people will be displaced n.m:l
| will thus be worse off han they are now.

Prime Minister Nehru, who is at once an intellectual and a ma
charged with the practical responsibility of heading the government,
seems to steer a middle course between these extreme attitudes. In
our talk with him he indicated that he felt that some industrialization
was absolutely necessary; that there were some things that only big
or heavy industry could do for the country but that if the state keeps
a watchful eye on the clexelupment\ most of the pitfalls may he
avoided.

\t the same time, Mr. Nehru gives support to the movement that
would encourage and expand the handicraft arts such as spinning
and weaving in home and village and thus leaving as much economic
self help and autonemy as possible to the local community.

There is a great movement in India that is almost unknown in
Amer At its center is the campaign for land reform known as
Bhoodan. It would solve India's great economic and social change
by consent, The Bhoodanists are led by the sainted
Vinoba Bhave and Jayaprakash Narayan, a highly sensitive intel
lectnal, who was trained in American colleges. Their ideal is the
self-sufficient village. Their program envisions

1. Persuading large land owners to give up some of their
holding to landless peasants;
Persuading small land owners to give up their individual
ownership for common cooperative ownership by the
villages;
Encouraging farmers and villagers to spin and weave the
cloth for their own clothes during their spare time from
their agricultural pursuits
Since these measures would answer the questions of employment, food
and clothing, the village could then, through cooperative action. make
just about everything that it would need or get it through barter
| exchange from other villages. Accordingly, each village would
| virtually self sufficient and would thus free itself from the dominati
of the urban centers that are today like evil loadstones drawing
people away from the rural areas, concentrating them in eity sh
and debauching them with urban vices. At least this is the arg
of the Bhoodanists and other Gandhians.
| Such ideas sound strange and archaic to Western ears, Ho
the Indians have already achieved greater results than we Amer
| would ever expect. For example, millions of acres of land have

a,

not by force,
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THE LAND OF GANDHI continued

given up by rich landlords and additional millions of acres have heen
given up to cooperative management by small farmers. On the othe
hand, the Bhoodanists shrink from giving their movement the or
ganization and drive that we in America would venture to guess that
it must have in order to keep pace with the magnitude of the prob
lems that everybody is trying to solve.

Even the government’s five-year plans fall short in that they do/not
appear to be of sufficient scope to embrace their objectives, Thus,
the three five-year plans were designed to provide 25,000,000 ne
jobs over a 15 year perind but the birth rate of India is 6,000,000 p
year. This means that in 15 years there will be 9.000.000 more peaple
(less those who have died or retired) looking for the 15 million new
jobs. In other words, if the planning were 100 per cent successful, it
could not keep pace with the growth of problems it is trying to solve

As for what should be done, we surely do not have the answer
But we do feel certain that India needs help. She must have outside
capital and technical know-how. It is in the interest of the United!
States and the West to help supply these needs and not attach strings

Whatever we do should be done in a spirit of international brothes
hood, not national selfishness. It should be done not merely becaust
it is diplomatically expedient, but because it is morally compelling:
At the same time, it will rebound to the credit of the West if India i
able to maintain her democracy while solving her problems.

It would be a boon to democracy if one of the great nations of
world, with almost 400,000.000 people, proves that it is possible i@
g for everyone without surrendering to a dictator=
Today India is a tremendous force
It is a land where

We should want

provide a good liv
ship of either the
for peace and non-violence, at home and abroad.

the idealist and the intellectual are yet respected,

| to help India preserve her soul and thus help to save our own.

';m.m it is d.iplumu!lcn'lly expedient, but et morally comp!
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