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ol)l)ortllnit\ lo trr kr qct into rl l)ositioll of clorrrirt:tttc'c tvliilc <lcrrvilrg tltrtt slslettrs

of clotttitutrtcc c\ist.
Il sccrrrs to rrc Ilrat olrliriorrsrrcss rrlrorrt slritc ll(l\':lttt:tgc, likc ollliviorlsrrcss

a6errt rrurlc rrrhrrrrtrrgc, is kcpt strorrglv irrcrrlhrrrrtccl irr tlre llrritcd Strrtcs so rts trl

rrririltirirr tlrc rrrrtlr of nrcritoclrci, tlrc rrrvllr tlrlrt tlcrrrocrtttic clroicc is ct;uallr

rrrrril:rlrle to;rll. Kccpirrq rrrost pcoplc lrul\\'arc illtt frccclorrt ttf corrfidcrrt ilctiolr is

tlrcr-c firr jrrst rr srrrall rrrrrnlrcr of pcoplc l)rol)s lll) tlrosc irt lx)\\'cr, ltttcl scn'cs kr kccll

ltoucr irr llrc ltarrds of tlrc s:rnrc groul)s tlral lrlvc tttost of il llrcadr.
'l'lrorrglr srstcrric churrgc l:rkcs nr:urv dccrrclcs, tltcrc ltrc ltrcssirrq c;rrt'stiotls ftrr

rrrc lrncl I irrrugirrc frrr sorrrc otlrcrs likc ntc ifric rtisc rtttr daill corrscr,,llsllLss oll

tlrc pcrclrusiles of bcirrg liqlrt-skirrnccl. \\'hlt u'ill uc tlo uitlr strclt krrrxvlcclgc? t\s

qc krron fr-orrr ultclrirrg nlcll, it is lrrr opcrr tlttcstiort nltctlrcr nc uill cltoosc ttt ltsc

rrrrcur-rrcrl irrh'lrrrtagc to ucukcrt lriclclcrr ststcttts of :rclvarrltrgc, attcl rilrctlltll-nc nill
llsc ilnv of orrr :trbitrlrr-ilr.anlrrclcd l)o\\'cr to tn to rccottstrttc't ltrtucr ststcttts tltt a

lrr-oadcr bltsc.

9 ,\laiilsioi I Olttss irt ,.\narit.t 2()06 lll j

Strsarr Oslrirldcr askccl prrrticiparrts if tircv consiclcr.ccl tlrcrrrsclvcs rncrrrIcrs 1;f tlrc
rrllllcr class. Orrc llrrrticiprttrt rcsporrclcd, "l lntc kr rrsc tlrc uorcl 'clrrss.'\\'c rrrc r.c-
sllorrsilllc, frlrtttrtatc ltcoplc, olcl firrrrilics, tlrc pcoplc ulro llrvc sorrrctlrirg."

,\rrrltlrcr srticl, "l lratc ltlrc terrrrl trppcr.cl:rss. It is so rrorr-rrppcr clirss t6 rrsc it. I

just call it 'all of rrs,' tlrose n'lro urc ucllborrr."l
It is not tlrat,'\rttcricarrs, riclr or l)oor, :rrcrr'l kccrrlv rruarc of cl:rss clitferclccs-

tlrosc cltrotccl alrorc obvioLtsh urc; it is that clasr ir n,,t iri tl r.'tlorrirrirr sf prr[lic clis-
cotlrsc. Class is Itot cliscritssccl or clcbrtcrl irr prrlrlic l>ccarrsc class iclcrrtih lrrrs bccrr
strippcd frttrrt 1>oltttlrtr cttltirrc.'l'lrc irrstitrrtiors tlrrrt slrrrpc rrrlss crrllrrrc rrrrcl clefirre
llte_llrtratttc'tcrs ofltrrblic clcbrttc lrrrvc rrroirlccl clrrss issrrcs. Irr politics, irr pr.irrrrrri
Itttd selcrttlclan cclttc:ttiott, arrcl irr thc rrrlss nrccliir, filrrrLrlatirg issrrcs ir tcrrrrs of
cl:rss is rrnacceptlblc, pcrlraps clcrr rrrr-,,\rncricurr. Sec r,r, 1r,,1r"r, 

"\lcclia \lagrc.:
\lakirrg cll,ss l'r isiblc," Selccti,rr 7 irr l)art VIIr .f tlris rirrirrrrc.

'l'hcrc arc, hrxletcr, trio ttotrtble cxccptiorrs kr tlris plrcnonrcnon. I,'irst, it is ac-
cclltable irr thc t.lnitccl St:ttcs to talk rrborrt "tlrc rrridcllc cllss." Irrtcrcstirrglr crrorrglr,
srtclt refcrctrccs al)l)cilr to bc ucccpt:rlrlc prccisclv bcc'urrsc Ilrcv rrrrrtc class rliffer-
crrccs. Rcfercttccs trt tlrc nridcllc class lrr politici:rns, f,,r- 

"rr,r,1rl", 
rrrc clcsigrrccl to

('llcollll):lss:rrrcl attrirct thc lrroaclcst possilrlc corrstitrrcncr'. Not orrlr rlo rclcrcpccs
t. thc nridcllc cl:rss gl.ss'rcr cliflc'r-criccs, brrt tlrere iefercrr..,r,rlr,, lrrricl lrrr'srrg-
qestiori of corrflict <tr irrjLrsticc.

'l'his ]eacls rrs kr tlrc secottcl crccl>tion to tlrc class-avoiclurrcc plrcrronrcrrorr. \\'c
ilr-c, orl ttcc:tsiott, llrcserttccl n'itlr glirnpscs of tlrc rrppcr class anrl thc lrxycr class
{thc l:rnguagc usccl is "tlrc ricalthr'" and "thc poor"1.-hr thc nreclirr, thcsc prcscltrr-
liorts arc dcsiglrccl trt satisfi sotrc rcal or irrragirccl vorerrrislic rrcccl olt "tlrc 91li-
rlrlr\ l)clsorr.'.'\s ctrrirlsitics, tlrc grorrrrcl-lcvcl vicn ofstrect litl'arrd tlrc irrsiclc, l11ek
lt tlrc riclt arrd thc lltttt,,tts scr\r'il\ ttttirlrrc rrr,rclcls, <lnc kr:rroicl lurrl orrc Io;rsPirc
to lrr cithcr casc, tltc trio rttoclcls irrc prcscrrtccl uillroLrt c.rrrrsul rclutiou to caclr
otlrcr: ouc is rrot riclr ireclnrse tirc otlrcr is poor.

_ Sirllilrrrh', tiltcrr socirtl cottttttctttrrtor-s or libclrl polrticirrrrs tlrrru :ttterrtiorr kr llrc
Pligllt of tlrc poor, tlrcv clo so irt a rrlnlrcr llrrrt obscirrrcs tlrc c'lrss stnrctrrrc rrrrcl clc-
llics itttl sctlsc of crltloitrttiorr. \\lcaltlr lnrd porcrtr ar-c vicu'crl lrs orrc of scycral rrirt-
rtrrtl rttlcl irlcvilaltlc st:ttcs of bcirrg: cliffclclrccs arc orrlv cliffcrcrrccs. Orc llrl\ c\cn
.;tr ,liffctt'trt,.r rrrt llrt \rrrt,r'icrrrr \\it\.;l r.tllt,t.liorr,,f.\rrr...r.i,ltrr,,rt.irrl rlirt.r.rilr.

\\t rrtt ltl-l uillr orrt'rrl l\ro 1,,,r'il.,ilili.',' t,illrt.t.l;rlkirrg rrlr,,111 1.1.,r. rnrtl r.r.t.oq-
rrizrrrg class distirrctiorrs rtrc ttot rclcvarrt to ll.S. socictr'. or ric rrristrrl.crrlr lrolci u
sct of lrclicfs tltat obscrtrc tlrc rcrrl ilr of cl;rss cliffi'rcnccs anrl tlrcir. irrrl;rrcl ()ir 

l)1,(l-Ilt .lirtr.
l,cl rrs look:rt firrrr (orrrron, llbcit corrtr:rdic'tor.r', lrclicfs irborrt tlrc Ijrilt'cl

5l;t lt '.
\'Irth l:'l llc (Lrilcd Statcs is firrrdurrrcrrtallv a cl:rsslcss socictr. (lllss clistinc-

ttolts itrc lirrgclr irrclct;trt torlur', lrrcl u'lr:rtcvcr clif-fcr-crrccs clo crist irr cc.orrorrric.
stllrrdirrg, tlrcv ltrc-frrr-tlre rrr,,rf p;Llt-irsiqiri[icirrrt. l{iclr or l)(x)r, lc lrrc'all cc;rr:rl
ill tltc cres.ftlrc l:r*, atrtl sttclt ir,rri. rr"",i, rrs lrcllilr c,rrc,rir,l crlucrrtr.rr ilrr.l)r.()
r itlccl to :rll rcg:rrcllc'ss of ccorrorrric. stirrrrlirg.

Cr-rss IN AMERIcA -2006
()rcgorl' Matttsicts

I,coplc irr lhc IJrritccl Strrtcs ckrn't like to trrlk:rboLtt class. Or so it nrrtrlcl sccrrr. \\/c
dou't spclrk aborrt class pririlcgcs, or clrtss opltressiorr, or lltc clrtss tttthrrc of soci-

ctr'. 'l'lrcse tcrrrs urc rrot purt of orrr cvcntlav voc';tbrtlan. arrd itt rrrost circlcs tlrct'

rrrc rrssoc'iatcrl nitlr tlrc lrrrrgrrlgc of tlrc rlrckrr.icll fr.irrgc. tlrrlikc l)col)lc itt rtlost

otlrcr lrirrts of tlie nollcl, uc slrr-irrk fi-ortr rrsitrg riorcls tlutt classifr lllottg.c,,tl,,ttlic
lirrcs or tlr:rt poirrt lo clrrss clistirctrorrs: plrntscs likc "rior.kirrg class," "rr1lller clitss,"

lrrd "rrrlirg cl:tss" ltrc ritrclv uttcrccl lrr'r\tttcriclttls.
l,'ol tlrc rrrost part, ui oiclrrncc of clrrss-llrdcrr voculrtrlltn crosscs clrtss lrorrrrtlltrie s.

'l'lrcrc :rrc fcn urrrorrg llrc ;roor u lro spcak of tlrcrrrsclvcs lts lolcr clrrss; irtstc:rcl, tlrev

rcfcr to tlrcir rlrcc, ctlrrric qrorrp, or-geoqllrl>lric loclttiorr. \\'orkcrs ltrc rrrorc likclV

t9 iclcrrtifr nitlr tlrcir crrrplorcr, irrduslt.r, or occttp:rtiorutl grorrlt tlrrtrr rritlr oilrcr

u or-kcr-s, ol u illr llrc u orkirrg cl:rss.I

\citlrcr:rrc Ilrosc rrt tlrc otlrcr crrd of tlrc ccottotttic spcctrttrtt likclr to rlsc tltc

riorul "clrrss." ln lrcr strrclv of tlrirtr.crglrl ucrrltlrr urrtl sociallr'Prottttttettt \\olIlcll,

'I lrc,rptllrlr uirlrr,cl to tlrrrrrl \lrrrL \lrrjor lor ltis rrssisllrtcc irr rtlrclrttirrq llrrs rrrtitlt. l"rottl (irt'gon

\lrrrrtsios, (i/rrss lr.\iirrrirz: \lt1/r;- riiiri I{c,r/iiics. (ioprriqlrt , ()ttqot.r \lrttrtsios.1(X)(r' I{tlrrirrtctl lrr

pc'rnrissiorr o[ tlrc rrrrllror.
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N,t1th 2: \\1c itrc, essciltiall\', a rrriclcllc-class ttatiotr. I)cspitc solrte rrtrirtticrtls itt

ecoro'ric stuirrs, rr.st,\ru.ria"tt, hit'c aclticvccl relatirc affltterrcc irl rvhat is

nidelv rccttgrrizctl ils ll collstllller soclct\"

N,h.th 3: \\1c:rrc .,ll lc'ttirrg ricircr.'i'hc Arncric:rrr prrblic. ,.s rr rihole is stcaclilr'

,,r,:rr:t"g,,1,,,1,.1 ".,:lur:lr'i. 
ladcicr, artd crtch ger.reratiorr 1lr'1lc1s itsclf kr grcater eco-

rr()nriC ricllJtcirrg. l)espite sortrc flttctrtatioils, thc tl.S. positiorl in.tlrc glol>al ect)lr-

(,,,,, 1r,,, ltr,,rrglrt-prc, ioLrsli' rrnkrro$rr llrospcrih to tlltlst, if 
_ilot 

all, '\ntertcatls'

Nlr'tlr ,l: l.,r'crr'tltrc has atl 
".1..it1 

.1..''.c 1o srtcccccl. Sttcccss ilr llre lJrritecl

St:ttcs rccluircs llo lllore tlrarr harcl \\rIk, sacrificc,:tlltl llerseYerilllcc: 
"lrl Arrlcrica'

:'r\.o1rc curr 5cc9r1c 1 urilli6rrrire; it's jrrst a ttrittter of llcirrg ill tlrc riglit illacc at

thc right tirrrc."
lrr tn'iilg to:rsscss thc lcgitirnacv of tlresc bcliefs, rie $'atlt to ask several ittrllor-

ta,,t ,1,,crtiJ',s. Arc tl,c'rc' ti!,,lfi."tit clilss cliflcrerrccs a'rorrg Arrlcricatrs? lf tlresc

ciiffercrrces clo crist, are thc\ qettirrg lliggcr or srrraller, arlcl cltl thcsc cliffcrcnces

lra\'c a sigrrificarrt irtrltact o,,'tl,e ,nrtl,r'.iilc? Ii'inallv, cloes evervotre irr the Lllritcd

St.t.r r",ill,' hirlc atl cclual tlpllorttttritl' ltl sttcceccl?

The Economic SPectrum
Lct's ltcgirr br lO0kirrg at cliffe rerlcc. .'\tl eratriitratiorr of availablc claia rcveals ihat

Yariati<trrs in ccorrorrric ricllJreiilg are, irr fitct, ittttttettsc clorisidcr ilre f<rllo$'irtg:

o 'l'he $crrlthicst I pcrccnt of tllc,\ilrcricarl pol)lrlatiorl holds 34 peletrit t'f tilc

tOtal riatirtrLrl ,,'",,1tI,.'l'lrat is, tltc! rl$lt rl\'ct olre-third of all tlte cotist'ltrter

chrrablcs (suclr as lrottses, cirrs, atlcl stcrcos) arrcl filrarlcial assets (srrch as stocks'

lrorrds, proPcrh', r,r(1 ,illiug, accouttts). 'l'lte ricliest 20 llercetrt of Atrle ricatls

|olcl ricarlr E5 pcrccnt tlf ilre t.tal [,.sc|rl]tl rl'calt| itl tllc cotttrt^ l

. .,\ltlt*^ir'rit"]t igl,tttttt ,\trreric:itls, .r apllrorirtl:rtcl' tlircc-qrraricrs of I ''>er-

ccnt Of tlre aclult ltoitlrlation, c:llll llrorc tharr $1 rnilliorl annuallY'+'fhcre

Irrc rrcarh''100 l;illioriaires irr thc ll.S bclar, titotc tltrttt tltrce. dozerr of therl

n'ortlt ntorc tlrarr $l0llilliorl cacli. It \\oulcl iake thc avcrage Atnerican (cartr-

irrg$35'6T2lrrrclspcnclirrgallsrllutclr.rrtltlrirrgata]])abtalrlf28,()33vears
loi appr,,ri'natelr -1(X) lifelinrcs) to eartr just $l trillion'

Afflrrcrrce ;rrrcl Prospcrih :trc clc:trlt'iilii'c :rtrcl $cll irl certrtitr scgrrrcrris rtf tlle

[.1.S. poltulatiorr. I[<tr,c'r'er, ilris,rllrrtrcl,itlce is irr cotrtfttst kl thc privcrh'rtncl clcsllair

tlrat is,rls() pr$'alcrrt in thc Lhlitecl Stltcs. At tlrc otlrcr crtd of tllc sllcctrttrtl:

. \[r]rrt,ritri:rttlr II pt't'ttttl .lIllrt \rrttlit.rttr p"lrrrlrtlil'rr -],lrrrl i'' ttt'rtrlr trttc

Of cvcrV ciglit 1te0lt1c in this cotrlltr\'-li\'.'lr.l,,r! thc ,rffieirrl povcrtr'-lirre

(calcrrlrtccl irr 2(x)'{ at $9,6-15 for au irrcliYiclrral ancl $19'307 for a f:rrrrilY of

fr^rr).5 ,,\'' crti''i,rt.lci 3.5 ruilli,,tt pe.lllc-.f n'ltottt tlcatlr' 1'1 r'illiorr are

cltilclrcti - crllericttcc horriclcsslrcss it t atlt' qir.ctl I car'('

() \lutttsios l()ltrss itt,,\rtterit,tr 2006 lg,

r ;\llPt.rtrilltrltclv otrc otrl of cvcn firc c]rilclrcrr (-1.-l rrrilliorr) irr tlrc g.itccl
Sl.rlt.r rrrrtlt,r llrr.rrqr. ,,f.ir livt,, irr p,rrt,rlr

'l'lrc torltrast lrcltlcctt riclt :rrid poor is slrrrp, :urcl uitlr rrclrlv orrc-tlrircl .,f tlrc\tttttitrttr Pr,Prrl:rliolr lirirrq;rl orrr.t.\lrt,lrrt,,rr.lirt,,,llrt.l.. it i, tlill'it.rrll 1,,;rr.qrrt.llrrrl
uc li!c itl rt clrtsslcss s.cictr. Iliq-paroff rcalitl slrrxrs, cclcbritv s:rlrrrics, rrntl rnLrlti-
r,illi"r'rlr'Jl;t'lt'lltlit'rr,,lrrillrslrrirtlirrq.r'ri,l.lrrc.,.srrqqt:l:llrrrl llrt, l.r,I,,f irr.tlrrrrl-
itr irr lllc tlrritcd Strtkrs.is qctting higircr. (lcnsrrs,l"i,,rl,,,,, tlic q:rp Schr.ccrr tlrc
riclr :rrlcl tlrc lloor kr bc thc rtidcst siricc tlre govcrrrnrcrrt bcgrrn coiicctinq irrfirrrrrir-
li,tt irr l94l\ arrd that tjris !Lr1> is rrrrrtirrrrirrg t,, gr'u. lrr LiX)+ ale,rc, tlrc rr'c*gc
t"c'rtl itlc'olllc rrf 99 llcrccrrt of thc' tl.S..poprriati,,i, qr",, lrr littlc rrrgrc lSrrrr I 

'cr.-
ccrrt' Ilii]c tlrc lcrrl ittcrttttc of thc riclicsi 1 pcrc,crt sau tlrcir irrc.orrrc risc 11 l2
pcr-ccrl irr tlrc s:rrirc r-c:rr.')

.\or-is srrclr a gall lrcttlccrr rich :rrrcl l)oor rcprcscntrrtivc of tlrc rcst ef tlrc irrclrrs-
trirrlizcd *orlcl. lrr fllc't. tlrc []nitecl Statc's lras lx fh.tlrc,,r,,rt,r,r",;,,,,1 ciistribrrti,l
r'1 Itotlscltoltl ittcotttc-l'r 'l'irc incorre gap bctri ccrr riclr rurcl poor i1 thc []ritccl
)t:ltcs (trtcrtsttrctl rts tltc ltcrcctrtrrgc of totrrl irrconrc lrelcl ll tlrc'lclltlricst 20 pcL-
tcrtI of llrc llol)lllatir)11 \crslls tlrc Poorcst 20 Pclccrrtt ir rrPPr.,,rirrr:rttlr l2 [o l, orrc,itlrc Ilighcst r.:tti.s irr tlrc irrdrrstrializerl rr',riltl.'l'l'" r:rtio ir Jirpar,irrcl Ccr'irrrrr.,
lrr r rrrrlll'rrl. is -J 1,, l.l'

l{calitl l: 'l'llcrc arc erronllous cliffcrcrrccs irr tlrc ccorrorrric starclirrg of ,,\rrrcr-
icrrrr citizcns. -.\ sizrrblc llro1>urtion of tlrc Ii.S. PoPulatiorr occrrPics oPPositc crrcls,l tlrc ccorronric sPcctnrnr. rn tlrc rniclcrjc r.,,g" ,i tlrc cco,,orr,i. rp.,or,,,,,,

r SirI pcrcctrt rlf tlrc,\rrrcriclrt poprrlrtiorr lrolcls lcss tlrarr (r pcrccrrt gf tlrc 1a-
tiorr's ucrrlt]r.ll

o \\'hilc tlrc rcal ittcottte of tlre krp 1 pcrccrrt of tl.S. flrni]ics skyrgckctccl l^.
rrrrr'i 111111' I \{} |t rt t rrl lrt'lrrtt.r l,)-,) ,rrrtl ]ttilrt. llr.. ir(.(rlr(. ,rf llrr rrri,l,ll.,
iiftlroitlrcPollLrlatiorrgrctlollvsliglrtlr (12.-1 pcrccrtovcrtlr:rtsarrrcZl-rcrrr
llcr.iocl)rtticl its sltrtrc of irrcornc-( 15 pcrcc'rrt of tlrc rr.,trrl c'orr11>rrrccl to -l\ pe rcerrt
of tlrc totrrl lirr tlrc ncrrltlricst fifthirrctulllr clcclirrccl <lrrri',q tlris pcriocl.tir l{cglcssirc cltrtrtgcs itt qrttct-ttttrcrrtll ta-r policics rrirrl tlrc,r.r,k",riirg 9f l1lr.r
ttttiolls o|cr tltc lrrst clttltrtcr ccntrrrl lr:rvc lccl lo lr signific;rrrt risc irr llrc lcrc]
of ilrctlrrrrlitr bctttc.rt tJ rt rich ,,rrJ ilr. rnitlclle .lrrr. il.'t,r'""rr I919 arcl 2000,
tltc g:l1r irr liorrsclrolcl ittconrc bctuccl tlre krp fifilr rrrrcl rrriclcllc fiftir .f tlrc
Pollrlrrtirrrl rosc l\ 3l pcrccrrt. l+ l)rrrirrg tlrc c'corrorric' lroerrr ef tlrc 199()s,
tlrc loP iiftlr of tlrc rr:ttiott's poprrlrrtiorr srrn tlrcir slurrc of rrct 16rtlr irrcreasc
(fr-orrr 59 to (r3 llcrcerrtl nhilc ftlrr'out of iirc.\rr.ric:rrrs srru tlrcir slurr.c of
rlct [rrrtlr dcclirlc.l; Ot,c prortrirtcrtt ccorrorrrist clcsc.ri]rcrl ccorrorril grgritlr
irr tllc llrritcd St;rtes:ts rt "spcciator sport frrr-llrc rrlrjorilv of ,.\rrrcricrrrr irrrrri-
li"'."1t' l',c'.rr,rrricr rlcclirrc, ,rr trre ,,tlrcr-1,,rr,,.i, i, rr,rr.,l, ,,,,,,.1.i,,.1,,rir","I itlr ]rrroif,s irrrll:rctirtq llrnlcst orr rrriclcllc- arrcl loucr-irrc.,rrc [.rri]ics-tlr.sc
rr illr li n( r. r.(,\()ur( (.\ 1,, Irll l,.rt k ,,rr.
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,l.hc lcrcl rlf irrcclrrlrlih'is scltrletitlles cliffictrlt to cotliprelrellcl frl]ll.br'looking at

c61l.r figr'.es r,,,l 1r"r.",',t,,f"r.:t,, tr"tp.his stuclcnts 
'isrialize 

the distribritio' of i'-

.'u,,,", tlr",i.cll-krr.r,rr cc.rr-rr'rist t'lrrrl S'n.elso' asked thc'r to pichrre alr lllcolllc

,rrr,,r,l.r ,,r"al ,,f .l,il,1,",rs Slocks. ri.itli cach lar.cr of blocks rcprese.ti'g $1,000.

lf *.c *.crc t, c.rrstrtrct ir,rr,,..lr,,,t', ltrrartricl bclav, tlrc'pcak.f,thc pvrarlricl rvotrlcl

bc rrrrrclr lrighcr tl,,rrr tf," f',ift"l'lbr,cr' r'ct a]nlclst all of ris ri'oulcl lle $'ithirl six fcet

;;i,"';r,,,,;cl.t- ;r ,tlrer *.rcls, thc clistrib.ti.tr of i'cot'c is lieavil'skei'r'ecl; :r

,,',,,,tt-rr]irr,,rit| Of t:ullilics takc tlre liorl's share of ilatiorl:rl ilrcottre' and tlie retrlait-t-

t,,, U,'.,:),rr" is rlistriltutccl llrnoilg the vast ntaioritr of rlriclcile-itrcotlte :rtrcl lor'r-

irrcorric f:rilrilics. tl""p l,lr'ltIittcl lirat Salnuelsoli's pvrartiicl represetrts the clistribu-

tiorr of irrcoilic, rr<tt r\'citltlr.'llre clistribrrtiorr of \\ca]th is skcri'ecl cvcn frrrtlter'

Realitr'2:'l'hc tt,ia.ti" c'lass irr tlie thritecl Statcs lrolcls:r vcn'stnall sharc of the

,,,,,;,rr:.,r"i,f r,"r,i af rr, shrrrc is clcclirrirrg sterrclilr'.'l'hc grp l>etucetr rich arlcl poor

,,,r,i t,.tt,".,, ricll 
'rcl 

thc lrticlcllc class is larger tllarr it llas e\,er 5ec''

American Life-StYles
At last corrrrt, ilcar-lr'37 rriillitlrr Atlrericarls acrrlss the rlatiorr livccl in rrrlrclcrlting

;;t;r.tt \'"i, ,, politic,l scic'tist NIic6ael H:rrrirrgtorr olrce'co'rnre.ted' "Arrer-

ica 6rrs tlrc ltcsi,1,"rr".l-p,:l,"rh tlrc riorlcl lr:rs "t"' kt'ntt'" "1') Cllothing clisguises

rurrrch Of tlrc povcrtl trr tllc l.inite<l States, ancl this ltrav cxpirrin' in part' its niicldle-

class irnrrgc. \\litlr iilcrcasctl rtrass rrtarketirrg of "desigirer'; clothing aId u'ith shifts

iri tlrc riati.rr', 
".,,u,,r,r,1 

frcrrr blrrc-coll,rr (,trlcl oftcrllctterlavirig) rtlanufacturing

j.5s kl *lritc-c'llar,rLiif i'rk-c.ll.r.jol>s,t.t].,It. sen'ice scctor, it is becoming in-

crcrrsirrgli, clifTic.lt ,,, ,f iiri,,l,,ltli clrrss cliffcrcnces basccl '' appca'rtrce '1" The

tlrcss-clu*,rr ",rrir,,r'',,"l,t frlr,,1"t,t irr thc Irigli-tech indtrst^'.(tt;]tat orte atttltor

rcfcrs t. us tlrc..'r-c.ll.* r,,,,,'"nrerrt") lras rcclucecl supcrficial clistirlctiorls cvcll

tlrc surfacc, thcrc is rrrtotlrer rcalitr'. Let's look lrt sotlie "hpical" ancl

lifc-str lcs.

Arncrican Profilc
Natne: llarold S llrourlirlg
Father: ttlrittufitctttrer' irtclustrialist

l\'Iothcr: llrorrlitlcllt soci:ll figrrre itl tlle conltnrtttth'

Principal cl-rilcl-rearer: govcrllcss

Itrirnan' ecltrcation: tirr crchtsir'c private school orl N{anllattarr's

lJppcr l)rtst Siclc

Nutn, , slnall. ricll-resllcctecl ilrirlian' schrlol

rrhcrc tcrchcrs ancl a<ltrritlistrators have :r

rcptrtlttiolt f<lr rrttrturirrg shrclcrlt creatir'r\

a,rcl t,,r prrx'icling thc finest cclttcational

ltrcpar:tttc.rt t

Srr;l;llcnrc'rl:rl lrrkrring:
Srurrrrrcr canrp:

Sccclnd:rry eclrrcation:

IIighcr cclucaticln:

liirst full-tirne iob (rrgc l3):

S ubsecluer-rt crnplounent:
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Arrt l':i t.iort : "to bccorr rc I)rcsicler rt"
trrtors irr l,'rcrrclr lrncl rrrathcrrurtics
slcep-an'av carrp irr rrortlrcrrr Clorrrrccticrrt
Nofc: carrrp ltroviclcs irrstnrcliorr irr tlrc
crcative :rrts, atlrictics, ltrd tlrc tlttrrral
scrclI(cs
a ltrcstigiorrs ltrcltarrrtorv sclrrtol irr
\\ r'slt lrt slt.r (.orrrrh
Nolc: clrtssrrratcs irrc'lrrclccl tlrc sons of
arrrbassaclors, cloctors, uttorrrcvs, lcicvisiorr
Pt'r.r,r r;r I itit.'. rr r rtl rr c'l l-kr rou r r l,r r.ir,..r,
lertclcrs

Supplcrrrctttul edttcutiurt: ltrivatc S,\'l' hrtor
t\f t cr-sc lrxl ut t i t, i t ies : privatc ri clir r g lcssor rs
Attthitiort: "to trtke o\.er ll)\' firtlrcr's ltrrsirrcss,'
I I i glrsc,lunl grad u tt I i orr gl/i: BN I\\,
tlrcatcr, recit:rls, l1)uscurls, slll)]lt1cr
r':rcltiorrs irr l,irrroltc, occ:rsiorrlrl n.intcr trilts
kr thc (laribbearr

Nolc: us rncrrrl>crs of arrd clorrors 1o thc loc:rl
art rrrrrscrrrrr, tlre 13rourrirrgs and tlrcir
chilclrcrr atlcrrcl private rcccptiorrs anrl
crlribit opcnings at the inr.itation of tlrc
lllllscLlnr clircctor
arr Iu l,eagrrc libcrirl arts collcgc in
Nlassaclrrrsctts

\ I a jrsr: ccorronrics rrr rcl 1;olitic':rl scicr rcc
t\fte r-c I u ss a c ti t, it ies : clcbrtin g cl u b. col I cgc
nc\\'sl)al)cr, sri irrr tclun
Arril'titiort: "to bccornc :r lc:rclcr irr llrsincss"
lussistlrr rt r l:u t ltgcr of oltcrltior rs, Broii.r r i rrg'lirol arrcl l)ic, lnc. (firrnilr cutcrltrisc)
J lcr/rs-cxcc'rrtir.c' rtssistarrt kr tlrc ltrcsiclclt,
Bronrrirrq'l ool arrcl I)ic
Il,asyn tsi h i I itias incItLded : ptrrchasirr g
( r r ratcrials arrcl cc;rriprncr ri), pcrsor r rrcl, ar rcl

cl istribrrtiorr r rctn orks
i t'sars - :tclvcrtisirrg nlilr lilgcr, [,ucklrccd
N. l lrruf:rctrrr.i rrg ( Irorrrc rtpJrl i:rrrces )

3 i'crlrs-clircctor of rrrlrrkctirrg urrrl srrlcs,
(lorrcrcx, lrrc. (brrsincss rrr:rclrirrcs)
crccrrtivc vicc prcsiclcr r t, Srrr itl r Ilrr rcl arrd
Oo. (cligitul irrstnrrrcrrls1

I)rcscnt cnrplorrrrent (:rgc 3ll1
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I'tpical daih' ttclit'itics: rcvicn firtrrrrcirrl

rcPorts :lll(l ('ollrl)tllcr l)rilltollts, dit tatc

nlcnlorilrlda, lttrlcli lr itlr clicrrts' irlitiatc

cotrfirctrcc c:tlls, trrcct uitlr rtssistlrrts' plrtrt

brtsiricss h-i1ts, ltlcct li itlr rlssocrlltes
'l'ransportttlirttt to ttttcl lfunt vorl::

ch urrffi'urccl ('ol I l1)llll\' I i rit ot tsit r c

t\tt rt tr ttl srr lrrr-r': S I 2-1,( )00

,\nhitiut: "to bccolttc clricf crcc Lrtit c rlificcr

of thc firrrr, or orlc likc it, ri ithirr tlic trcrt

fivc to terr lcrtrs"

Present rcsicletrce:

Seconcl

ciglrtccrrtl r-fl oor cottclrlt tlit titttll

NLurlrattrur's L1ll1lcr \\'cst Siclc'

olI
cler ct r

l(x)ris, irrclLrdirrg filc sllltciorts llcclroottls

lrrrrl t. rrltt c' ,'rt t'l,tokitlg iit, t'

I n tcri t tr : ltrolcssiorlltl h clccoratccl :t r r cl

acccritccl u ith clcg:rrrt flrnlishirlgs, r'rllrrrrblcr

:rrrticlrtcs, lttlcl cxllcrlsivc ilrt\\'ork

Nole: btlild i rrq I riilr l:l gcl rlcr rt llroviclcs
cloortttatt artcl clcvakrr llttclrrllrrrtI tlrrrilr

cnrplovs ur llair ftlr clrilclrcrr rnrcl rrraicl 1or

otltcr clottrcstic cllorcs

larrtr in ttortltucstcrtl (lorrrlccticrri, rtsccl frrr

ucckcrtcl retrcats arrd ftrr liorsc llrcedirrg

( i rn'cstrricrrtfl lollllr')
Nr.rlc: to ttrlirrt:tirr thc f:rrrlr lrrrd catcr kr tltc

firrrrilv n'lrcrr iltcr' :tr.c tlrcrc, thc l}.otlrrirrgs

cr np1tx' :r plrr-t-tirlIc Ir rrtrtl, gr ottt rclskccller'

lttrcl lrrtrsc l;rccclcr

Illrrrlcl llrrxlrrirrq tllts lr<trtt itrto lt norlcl ttf ttttrses, rrlaicls, :tltcl govcrrttlsscs l{is

,,l,rrl,l t,,,1r, is Or,",,f:rirltlatrcs rilrcl litlrrlttsillcs' [i|c-st:lr rcslltttr:tttts' ltttrl lttrLlrirltts

lirirrq rrccrirrrrrrrclati.rs.il6c lifc ,rrcl lilc-strlc.f ll:rr.]tl l3r.urrirrq is irr sltar.ll ctltt-

trrsl kr tlirtt of l}rb l"lrrcll.

Arncrican Profile
Naure: [Job l"rlrrcll

l"athcr: rrrrtclrirrist

N{othcr: rctrril clcrk

Princiltal chilcl-rearer: rrtolltcr rrrrcl siltcr

Prirnar},ccltrcirtion:lrtltcclittttt-sizcllrrlllicsclrtltllirt()rtccrts'
Ncu \irrli, clritrilctctizctl br lrrrgc clrtss sizc

outtttotlccl plrvsical tlcil i iics, rtl tcl rttt

Srrpplcrrrcrrtitl trrtorirrg:
Srrnrrrrcr cltrrp:

Sccorrdan cdrrcalion:

[,'arnilv

Higher education:

full-tirne job (rrgc

Srrbscclucnt crnpl ounent:

l)rescnt crn;tlor.trcnt (:rgc

salary:
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ctlLrcatiorral philosoltlrr cnrph:rsizing basic
skills arrcl stuclcrt discipiinc
Antbitiort: "to bccorrrc Pr-esiclcrrt"

Y\l(1,\ dav c:un1r

Nofc: cnrplr:rsis orr tcurrr sports, arts arcl crafts
lrrge r.cqiorrai lriglr sclrool in eirccrrs
Nolc: cl:rssrrurtcs irrc]Lrclcd tlrc sons lrrcl
clarrghtcrs of crrrpcrrters, postal clcrks,
tcaclrcrs, llurscs, shopkccpcrs, rrrcclurnics,
brrs dritcrs, policc olficcrs, salcspcrsons
Supplcrrtetttd! crhrctttion: S,\'I ltrcp collrsc
,,fftlr..l lrr rrrliorr:rl t.lrrrirr
,'\liar-scluxtl ttctit,ities: baskctb:rll :nrrl
harrdball irr sclrool park
Arril:titiort: "to rnrtke it tlrrorrgh collcgc"
Higlt schod grctdutttirn glft: $5(X) srrvirrgs lroncl
larrill gathcr-inqs arorrrrcl tclcvision sct,
softball, an occrlsiorul trilt to thc rnovic
tlrentcr, sllnllllcr Sunduvs rt tlre prrl>lic bcach
a tuo-r'car corrrnrurrih collcge n.itlr a

teclrnical uricrrtatiorr
11 ujor: clcctrical tcc'hrologr.
Af-ler-scltool actitities: curplor.ccl us rr pari-
tinrc brrggcr irr local srrl;cnrurrkct
Arril'titiort: "to bccorrre arr clectrical crrqirrcer"
scrvice-station lrttcrrclarrt
Nofe: corrtinrrctl to trkc collcqc classcs irr
tlrc cvcrrirrg
rn:ril clcr.k at l:rrgc ir rsrrrrrncc
tnrirrcc, Lrrgc rctail ch:rin

l n:lr r:lgcr

rrssisturrt srrlcs rrrarurgcr, lrrrildiriq srrpplr. firrl
' l't' pi c ul cl u i h, ttc t it. i t i as: clcr r r or I sf ratc
proclrrcts, uritc rrp proclrrc't orclcrs, lrrrrrtllc
crrstor rrcr cor rrltluirrts, cl reck ir l crrt<trv
I rttttsltut-lttliott lo tttttl lttttll 11,,r1'. t.ilr srrlru;rr
$+;,26 I
,\ntbition: "to opcrr ul) rlv ori.rr llrsincss"
.\tlliti,ttr,rl intt,tltt,: sf,, I rrir irr t.orrrrrrissiorrr
fi-onr cvcning lrrl ucckcrrcl ri.ork lrs salcsrr:rrr
irr loc:rl rrrcrr's clotlrirrg storc
llrc l"arrclls ori r tlrcir-ou rr lrorrrc irr rr lrrrkirrg-
class nciglrlror-lroocl ir Orrccrrs, Ncu. )irrk

rcsiclencc:
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llob l,rrrrcll rnrd llrrrolrl llrourrirrg livc vcn clil-fcr-crtlr: tlrc lifc-shlc of rrtc is

pririlcgccl; tlrat of tlrc otlrcl is rrot so pr.irilcgcd. 'l'lrc cliffcrcrrccs arc class difli'r-
crrccs,;rrrtl tlrcse clillclcrrccs lltvc rr profoturcl irttpucI orr tlrc srtv tlrcv lirc.'l'lrcr
:rrc cliffcrcrrccs l)('l\\ccn l)l:rving ir glnrc of lr:rndbrrll irr tlrc p:rrk rrrrtl trrkirrg ridirrg
lessors lt ll l)rivirtc stablc; rrlrtclrirrg lr rrrovic orr tclcvisiort:rrrtl goirrq to Ilrc tlrcrtlcr;
:l1rcl lill\irg tlrc srrlrulrr to rork rrrrrl lrcirg clr-ilcrr ir rr lirrrorrsirc. Nlor-c itttporturl.
tlrc rliflcrcrrce ir cluss dctcr-rrrirrcs rrlrcre tltcl lirc, ri]ro tlrcir fricrrtls ltr-c, lrorr lcll
tlrcv lrrc cdrrcatccl, ulrrrt tlrcr clo frrr;r livrrrg, rurd ulul llrcr cotttc lo crpcct florr
lifc.

).t't, ls clissirnilrtr rrs tlre ir lifc-strlt's :rrc, ll:rrrld li-ortnirg rrrrd llob l"rrrr.cll lr:nt'
r;ornc tlrirrqs irr corurrorr; tlrcr lirc irt tlrc s;urc c'itr, tlrcr uork lorrq ltours, ltrr<l tlrcv
rrrc lriglrlr rrrotivatcd. \lorc irrrportrrrrt, tlrcr urc lrotlr rilritc rrltlcs.

l,ct's look lrt sorrcorrc clsc ulr,r uorks long:rrrcl lrurcl urrcl is lriglrlv rrrotivlttctl.
'l'lris pcrsor, Iroriclcr, is blrrc'k rtrrrl fcrrtrtlc.

Anrcric:rn Profile
Narnc: (llrcn I Nlitchcll
l"ather: jrrrrikrr.

Nl<lther: u'u itrcss

Priucipal chilcl-rcarcr: qr:urclnrotlrcr
Prirnarv cclucation: larqc prrblic scliool in Occan llill-

Ilrou rrsvillc, llrooklvrr. Ncu \irrk
Notc: rolc tc:rclrirrg of blsic' skills rrrrcl

cnrplrasis orr corrrc'rirrg tlrc inrportirrcc of
good rrttcrrdltncc, goocl lnlnlncrs, ;urrl good

work lrlbits; sc'lrooJ pltroilcd lx' scculitv
grurrcls

,'\rtbitiort:
iloilc
iloltc

lianrilv activitics:
I lighcr cclucation:

lrrrgc prrlrlic sclrool irr Occrrr I lill-llrorirrsr illc
\r.,lc: clussrrrltes irrclrrdcd sorrs arrtl
tl:trrglrtcrs of I lrinllcsscrs, grorrr rclskccpcrs,

p:rirrlcrs, rlrcssrrrrrkcrs, dislrurrslrcrs, clorrrcsti< s

S Lt pp I c rrtc r tt tL I cdttc ttt ir trr : lolc
,\l-t c r-st fu x tl u t' I it' i I i c s: dorrr cst i c c l r orcs, prrrt-

tir r rc crr rplrx r rrcr r t rrs lr:rlrvsittcr lrr rtl

Irorrscliccpcr-

t\rtbitiorr: "to lrc lt sociltl norkcr"
I liylt tclr,','l yrtttlttttliott gr/1: t ,rts:tt1t

c lrrrrclr-sporrsorccl soc i;rls

onc scrrrcstcr oi loclrl corrtrttrtitt' collcgc
Nolc: rlropperl out of sclrool ftrr firrrrrrcill

bc rr tcrtcltcr
Srrpplt'rrcrrlrrl I rrhrrirrq:

Srrnrrrrcr clrrrr;l:
Sccondan' cducatiort:
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[,'irst ftrll-tinre iob (aqc li):
Snl>scrl ucnt crrrltlounent:

Prescnt crnplovrnent

Prcscnt rcsiclencc

nrrrsc s litlc :rt :r rrrrrrric.il;al lrospilal
'.1 rpicol d<rih'Ltt:tititics: rt:tkc rrp lrosltit:rJ
bcds, c'lcarr orrt bcclprrrrs, ucigli lrrrtic:rrts rrrrrl
assist llrcirr to llrc' brrllrroorrr. trrki,
tcrrrpcrlrtrrrc rcltclirqs. Jrass orrI rrrrrl c,ol]cct
tootl truls, fcccl prrticrrts niro ricctl lrcip,
brrtl rc prrticrts, rrrrcl c l urrgc, clrcssir rgs
;\nnuul srlltrn.: 5l 5.lil0

corrrrtcr clcrk, loclrl lukcn
l-ilt t lt rk u illr lt rrrPor.:rr.r-..,rr rr.r.,

strpcrrrrarkct cl rcckcr

.\rttltilit,tt: "16 gtl 6rrl ,rf
tlrrcc-roorl a1t:rrtrrrc,trI it
rrecds p:rirtinq, Irrrs poor
lriglr-crirrrc rrrcrr

Nr.rfc: (llrclrj Nlitc.hcll livcs
vclr<rld soir arrd lrcr cldcrlr

llr-or rr.
is irr lr

for rr-

\\11'rcrr $c lo'k at tlrc li'cs of Clrenl \litclrcll, Ilob l,'rrrrcll, :rrrcl llrrrrlcl llrrr'rr-
iDg, $c scc life-strlcs [hat_;uc rer-r cliff.r-t,irt. \\.c arc rrot l,okirrg, l,uu"r."r, at c..-tlottlrc e-ttretrics. (lllt:ril Nlitclrcll's irrcorrrc :ls a nursc s litlc lirrts lrcr alrrl'c t5c

rqt)\cflllllclrt'\.t'ffrci.rl 
p<lvcrh lirrc.ll llcion lrcr on tlrc irrconrc prrarrrirl :rrc l7 rril-rr{'rrl)()\cr.h-\trtckert,\tltcricarts. ["rrr frorrr bcirrg poor, I]ob I'riricll lrrrs arr urrrr'rliltcottlc as alt assist:tttl sltlcs trrltrtltgcr thlrt 1r,rt, lri,r:, ncli lrbolc tlrc rrrcclilrrr inc..rrrc

lcrcl -lhrrt is' ttl,rc llr:rrl 50 pcrccrrt of tlrc [].S. pr1>.lrrti'rr currrs lcss rrr,rrc' tlr:,rll.b I''arrell.ll .\rrtl *lrilc Ilar.lcl 13r.rxrrri,g's irrc.rrrc prrts lrirrr i,,,, f ,llr ,'-l;.,,,,,.
lrrllckct, Irc starrcls orrlr lr,fnrctiorrcf thc,r_r,:-,,1, Surrrrrcls.rr's irrc'nrc prrarrricl. \\i:llrtlr.re hirri rrrc thc l8i,(xx) irrtli'idrurrs,, 1,,,r"'r,,,,.,r1 srrla^ crccctls.br rrriili'rr. \,ctllrtr-.ld []r,r'rrirrg sltcrrds rrorc r]orrc' rrr lris lrr.scs tl,,,r t;i .r-ri it'i.t,"tt crrrrrs i';l \(;lt.

Realitr'3: I"rcrr igrrorirrg tltc'crlrcnrc polcs of tlrc ccorrorrric spcc.tlrrrr, *.c llrrclellorlllolls clllss dilfcrcrlccs iri tlrc lifi-strlcs:lrro.g tlrc lrlrrcs, tirc Irlryc-rr'ts, urrclIIrt lrrrr t.-lilll..r.
(llass llfccts tttorc'tltrttt iifc-strlc arrcl rnrrtcrial ucll-bcirrq. It lrrrs rr siqnific,rt

irrrplrct ol) our plrrsiclrl rrrrrl rrrt.rrtel ur.ll_lreirrq as wcll.
Itcscltrclrcls lrlrVc tirrrrrcl lttt itt'crsc rclatrorslrip lrctuccr socirrl cllrss lrrrcl lrc:rltlr.I,'trttcr-clrtss strlrrdirrg is corrclrrlcd kr lriglrcr r.atci of irrl:rrrt rrrortulitr., c'c rrrrrl crrr(lr\( .1\('. ;rr'llr.t il.i... Jrlrr rit.rrl ,li,;rl,ililr. ,lr;rlrr,lr.r. rrrrlr.il irrrr;rl rlt,lit.it,rrr.r. ,.,J,i,,,l,,rr: ,1,,(;r\('. ilr(.rl;rl illr,'r.. rrrrtl lrt.;rr.1 ,1i...,,r... , lr, ,rll :r.(.;t\ ()l 1,,.,,111,. 1r,,,,, 1,,.,,;,1.. ,;,, ,,,,1

i]l'll'" "]" 
sarrrc lifc c'Jtrtttc'cs ;ts lltosc irr tlrc srcirrl class ;rlr,r'c tlrcrrr. I,'rrrtlrc,nrorc,r()\\Lllcl:15\ rhtlrtlirrq i' cor-rcl:ttcd uitlr u lou'cr clrrlrlih of trc:rtrrrcnt tirr illrcss:rrrcl(rl\cil"(" Iltt'ltstlltstrfl)oorlrcaltlrlrrrdPoortrclrlrrrcrrtlrlclrorrcorrtirtlr.lik,cr-

Pcc'tltltcr r-lltcs $itlrirr tt;tc'lt clrrss. ll.c'scar-circrs lrrrlc forrrrr] tlrrrt tlrc lriqlrcr r.rrr cl:rss
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stailclirrg, tlrc lriglrcr \olrr lifc exPCctartc\'. ClorrVerselr', tlrcv havc.irlso ft)lrrrcl tliat

\\.it1iiil circlr agc group, thc lu\\cr'rlrrc's class starrclirrg, thc highcr tlredcath riltc; ilr

,,r,,r" ,,q" gr,,,ilrrl thcl ligrrrcs rrrc as r'.clt as tri'o rtricl thrce tirlrcs rrs lriglr'l;

R"niitol-+, l.'r,,rll cr",11" to qr:ne, clrtss stlrrclirrq lirrs a sigrrificatlt ilrrllact orl orlr

chuttccs for srrn ivlrl.
,l'lic l.*.cr.'c's clrrss stanclitrg, tlre rriore difficult it is to secttrc rtllprrtprtiltc

lrorrsiilg, tlrc rriorc tintc is spcrtt orr thc rorrtirle tasks of evcrvd'tv lifc, tlrc grciltcr ls

tlrc pcrccrrtlgc of incorrrc tliat gocs to pav for food :urcl otlrcr lllsic rlcccssitics' :rtttl

ii," gt.",.t is'tlrc likelihoocl of cri,nc r ictirtrizatiolr.16 (llass catt rtccttr:ttclr prcdict

clurtt...t f,,t ll,'llt tttrr ir:tl ltlltl sttt t c'sr'

Class and Educational Attainment
SchOol ltcrforrilirrrce (graries art<1 tcst scores_) arrd cdrrcatiottal rtttrtirltlrcrlt (lcrel of

,,ir..r,.rlir,g curitltlctccl)ilsc, corrclatc strttrrglv riith ccorlortric' cllss l"ttrtllcrtttorc'

clcspitc ri,r,," "ifurt, 
to rnukc tcstirrg fajrcr antl sclro<llirrg tttorc rrccessilllc' currcrlt

rlata srrggcst tlral the lcrcl of irrccluitr is staling tllc srtilc or getting \\'orsc'

ll) iiir rnr,lt fgr tlre Carrreqie Clourrcil orl Chiiclrcrr riearlv thirtr'\'cars ago'

l{ich:rrcl De l,orrc crarrrinccl tliejtcst scores of orer half l rlrilliorl stttclcrrls ulro took

t;c Orllcgc Bourci crarrrs (SA'l'st. Ilis lirrclirrgs ncrc cottsistcrit nitlr elrlicr stuclics

thrrt shoriccl a relati<trrslrilt ltct$'ceri class arlcl scores olr starlclarclizecl tests; his corr-

clusion: "tlrc hiqhcr the ,strrclerrt's social status, the higher thc probabilih tliat lie

or slrc ri.il1 g"t l,ii5"1- graclcs."l-.'\hrrost thirtr icars aftcr the rclease of tlie C)arriegie

,"1r,:lrt, O,,ii"g. d,rrr.irurr",, revcal tlata tlrat lre rro cliffcrerrt: tcst scorcs still cor-

rclaie strorrglr nitlr flunilv ittctltne .

Averase Clombined Sc<-rres b1'Incomc ('{00 to 1600 scale)2S

I" untih' lttcrntrc \Iediurt Surc

t1l9
10(rl
1039

1 026

1014

996
967

93;
906
EE+

IlrcscligurtsrtitbrtrciltilrlllclcstresrrllsoigE;'5S+S\l irlkcrsirrl0()5'

,\ littlc rnorc tlran llrir-1r' r'elrs ngo, rcscarclrcr \\'illiarrr Scricll slrori'ccl a llosi-

tirc correlati1lrr lrctuccrr clars arrtl ,,,lerall ccltrc:tligrlal aclticlerrlcrrt' Irt tt'trlllrtliltq

Nkrrc thrtn $i(X),(l(X)
980,(XX) to 5l(X),(X)0

S;0,(X)() to 5iJ().()(X)

5(r0,(XX) to $70,0(X)

$50,(X)0 kr $(r0,(XX)

$+0,0()() to lf i0,(XX)

$30,(XX) to $'10,(XX)

.!20,(XX) to !i30,()(X)

5l o,(XX) kr !p20,(XX)

lcss tlrarr $10,(XX)
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1hc.kr1l t;Lrartilc (25 ltcrccrrt) of his sarrrPlc kr tlrc lrotlonr r;rrlrtilc, hc finnrl tlrrrt
slttdcrtts fr-orrr rrllllcr-cllss 1;rrrrilics ricrc tnicc irs likclr to obt:rirr h-:rirrirg Icrrrrrcl
lliglr sclrool rtrrcl firrrr tittrcs us likelr to:rtlairr rr p,,rtqrrrrlrurle clegrc.,. Sclcll corr-
clrrtlcd: "socioccorrorrrit lrrrclqr.r,rrrcl . ..,,1l.ratcs iniicpcrrclcrrt]r if aclclcrrric:r6il_
rt' rrt c'c^ st,gc i, tlrc Pr'ccss .f cclrc:rti'r*rl rrtt:rirrrrrcrt."l')

. 
'l'oclitr, tllc 1l:rttcnt ltcrsists.'l'lrcrc arc, Ironcvcr, hlo sigrrificlrrt cllrrrqcs. Orr

tllc ottc irllld. thc ttdds rtf.gcttirrg inkr collcgc have rrnpnx'cil frrr rhc lrottor-p 1111r-
tilc'of tlrc ltoprrlltiorr,_altlrorrgh tlrer still rcrnrrin r.ellrii,'clr 1on corrrparccl t,i tlic
to1l. Orr tlrc otlrcr lrlrt<1, tlrc cltarrccs of cornplctirq rr c,,llcg. .ieqr...c hayc rlctcrir>
Irttccl ttrrtrkctllr firr thc ltrtttottr clrrartile. Resc:rrclrcrs cstirrr,iie tlrcl c.lrarrces ef corr-
lllctirlq a frrtlr-r'car collcgc clcqrec (ll'age 2-1) kr bc rrinctccn tiurcs 1s grcul frrr t|c
trP l5 Pcrccrrt.f tlrc P.PLrlrii,rr as it is firr tlre b.tkr'r 25 Pcrccirt.ll)

Rcalitr'5: Cllass stattcling lurs a sigrrificrrnt inrp:rct,,n.i,r,r.", frrr erlrrcati1;rr:rl
rrc lr icr e n rc nt.

. .(llrrs.s 
starrclirrg, attcl cottscc;ttentli'lifc clranccs, are iurgelv clctcnrrirrccl at Iir.tlr.

-\ltllorrgli critttrltlcs of irtcliviclrr:rls n'ho havc goric frour ,,rg.i kr ricl,cs rrlrorrrrcl i1 tlrc
Itt;tss tllcclirl, strltistics <ttt class rrrobilitr slrou tlrcse 1",,1,i k, lre crtrcrrrelv rarc. lrr
l;tt l' tlr;tttr;tlit lt,lt,ttttt'r itt r'lrtrs rl,rrr',lirrq ir'(. r(,lrlirclr irrl:lr.tlrrt.rrl. ( )rr., .'lrrtlr
slrouccl tlrlrl fcrier tliarr otrc in fir,e rrrel sLlrpass thc ccorronric statrrs of thcir f.r-
llrcrs 3l F'ttr tltosc uhosc itttttttal inconre is irisir figLrres, ccorronric srrccess is clLrc
irr l:rrgc llart to tlrer u'caltlr and prililegcs bestoricd irn thenr lt birth. Orcr (r(r pcr-
cc'tlt of tltc cottsrtttrcr ttrtits n'itlt irrcorrres of ljl()(),0(X) or rlorc lralc inlrcritcci as-
scts. Of thcsc rrrrils, over 86 pcrcerrt rcportccl tlrlt irrlrcritlrrccs corrstitrrtccl a
srrbstarrtiul portiorr of thcir totai rsscts.l:

l'lcortotttist Ilarold \\'achtcl likcns irrhcritancc to u scrics of ,\lorropolv garrcs
irr \llriclt tllc nirtrtcr of thc first g:trne rcfrrscs kr rclinc;trislr his or hcr."ri, ,,,,J.,,,r,-
rlrcrci:tl 1lr-opcrtr'lirr ihc sccottcl g:rrne. "Aftcr all,":rrgrrcs tlrc uirrrrer, "l accrrlrl-
lrltccl ttrr ncrrlth attcl irrconrc lx'rn"on'n \\its." \\''ith,ir.,lr ,,r arranqcrrrcnt, it is rrot
t]iflicLrlt kr Prcclict tlrc ,ritt.,rrt of srrbrt.rlrrert garrcs.il

I{calitr'6:,\ll ,\rttcricatts clo rrot lruve arr ccyuul opporturritl kr srrcc.cccl. hrlrcr-
iirtrrcc litu's ellsLllc a grcrttcr likclilrood of srrcccss frrr tlrc offspring of tlrc ri.caltlrr.

Spheres of Power and Oppression
\\'llcrr uc look rrt sttt:iclr lttcl tn lo dctcrrrirrc u'lrat it is tlral kccps rrost pcoplc
do\rr-ulrat lrolds tlrcrrr lr,rcL fr,,rrr rcrLlrzirrg tlrcir potcrti:rl rrs lrcrrltlr, crcatilc,
1;r'otltrctirc irrcliviclrriris-rrc find irrstitLrtionrrl frrrccsllrat:rrc lrrrgclvbcrorcl irrrliricl-
ttrtl cotttrol. (llltss dorrrirrrttion is onc of tircsc frrrccs. l)coplc ,i., ,r,.,1 clroosc to bc
llrxrr rrr-ttrtrkilrg clrtss; irrstcad, tltcl rtre lirrritcd uncl confirrccl lx'tlre opportrrrritics
rrilirrclcrl or rlcrricd tlrurrr br ,L ,,,..i,r1 rlrcl t,c.orrornic srstctrr.'l'lrc class sfnrcturc irr
llrt t rrilt',1 Sllrlt i is ,t f,,',. li,,tt .f ilr t.r,rr.rrit rrrlt.rrr: t.lrllil;rlirrrr. , \\\l(,rr ll'rl i\
lrilrctl ott llrillttc r:ttltt'r tluttt 1;rrblic ourrcrslril; lrrrcl corrtrol ofc,,rrrrrrcrcial crrlcr--
lrIiscs. I irldcr callitltlisttt, titcsc cricrpriscs irrc govcnrccl lrl tlrc rccr] to prorlrrce rr
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l)rofit ft)r tlrc orrrrcrs, r:rthcr tlrari to tllfill socictal neecls. (llass clivisiorrs arise frortr

tlrc cliffcrcrrccs 1)ct\\'ccll tlrosc nho o\\'ll illicl corrtrol corl)oratc eltterl)risc allcl thosc

nho clo not.
IUcirrl arrcl gcndcr ckrrrrirratiorr arc other fcrrces thrt lrold peoplc clorl'rt. Al-

tlrorrglr tlrcrc:rrc sigrrificarrt diffcrenccs itr the u'uv capitalisnr, r;tcistrt,:lll(l se\isln

;rffcct orrr. livcs, ilrcrc are ulso rr nirrltituclc of par:r1lcls. Atrcl altlrorrqh class, race,

rrrrd gcrrclcr rrct irrclcpcrrdcnilv of cach otlrcr, thcv are at tltc saure tirtie verv trtrtch

i r r tcrrclatccl.
Orr tlre orrc lurnd, isstrcs of r:rce urrd gcnder crtt across class lirtes. \\/orrtcrt er-

pcricrrcc tlrc effccts of scrisrrr nlrcther tlrcv arc riellpaicl professiortals or poorlv

prrirl clcrks..\s uonrcr, tlrcv arc rrot onlr'srrbjcctccl to catcalls arrcl stercoh?ing, bLrt

fuc'c discrirnirr:rtion rrncl lrc deniecl opportrurities arrcl privilegcs that tttctt have.

Sinrillrlr, a riealtlrl lrlack rrrlrr irces racial oppressiou, is subjectecl to racial slttrs,

rrrid is clcrriccl opportrrrritics becurrsc of liis color. Reqarcllcss of their class standinq,

\\'onrcll irrrcl rrrcrrrbers of rrrirrorih rilccs rlre constatttlv cle:rling rl'ith irtstitutiotral

frrrccs tlrat lrc lrolclirrg tlrerrr cltxln precisclv bcc:rttse of tlrcir gencler, the colttr of
the ir skirr. or both.

On tlrc otlrcr liarrcl, tlrc crpericrrccs of \\'omcn ancl minoritics are differcrrtiatecl

alonq class lirrcs.,\lthorrglr tlro are irr subordinatc positions vis-ir-r'is n'hite tlcri,
tlrc particrrlar isstrcs thirt contiont \\'onleli and people of color tnav bc cluite differ-

ent clcpcrrding on tlrcir positiorr irr the class strttctrtre .

I'oncr is incremcrrtlrl, arrcl class prir,ilcges can:lccnle to incliviclual r'loruett:tttcl

to incliliclrral rrrcrnbers of a racial nrinorih'. \\rhile pori'cr is ilrcrencrrt:rl, oppres-

siorr is crunrrlltilc, rrrid tlrosc nlrcl are poor, black, arcl fernale are often subiect to

all of tlrc firrces of class, race, arrcl gcrrcler cliscrirrrirurtion silnlllt:rncorrslr,. 'l'ltis crr-

rrrrl:rtivc sitrurtion is nllrt is rncarrt lrl tlre clorrblc and triple jeoparclv of i"'ottrctt

arrd nrinoritics.
l,'rrrthcrnrorc, oPPrcssion irr orrc sPhere is rclatccl to ihe likclilrood of opprcs-

siorr irr urrotlrcr. Ifrorr urc l;lack:rrrd fcrrralc, frrr exarnplc, \()ll are tttttch ttrore

likclr to bc poor or uorkirrg class tlrrrn vorr n,oulcl bc as a ri'hitc rnale. Censr-rs fig-

rrrcs slrou tlrat thc irrcjclcrrcc of povcrh varics greatlv ix'race artcl gerrclcr.

Clhanccs of Being Poor in America34

\\'fiirc
nrulcl

leutulc

\\'hirc
lertnla
lrcorl''

Il isptntic
nldleI

lbnolc

Hispanic

leutule
lrcacl"'

Block
nnlel
f-ennle

BIack

lerrutle
head"'

I irr l0 lirr5 lin5 lin3 Iin4 1in3

'l'crsorrs irr lrrrnilrcs uilir fcnrrrlc Irorrselroltlcr, no lrttsblutcl presetrt.

[rr otlrcr norcls, lrcirrg ti'nurlc irncl bcirrg rrorlnr'hite arc attributes irr otrr socich
llltt irrcrcasc tlrc clrarrccs of povcrll uncl of louer-class starrdirrg.
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Rcalitr' 7: l{acisrrr rlttcl scristrr sigrrificarrtlv corrporrrrcl tlrc cffccts .f cl,ss irr\()( lct\.
Nirrrc of tlris rrr;rkcs ftrr a rcn' llrcttr' pictrrrc of orrr corrrrtn. I)cspite *.lrat *.clikc kr thirrk alr..t.rrrsclr'"r,,r,, r,rti,,i,,'tlrc tr.rrtlr i, il,rt,,1rjr,,rt,,,,it, t,,'- s'cccss:rlrtl,lifc itsclf rlr-c lliglrlr circrrrrrscribccl lr' .rrr rrr(.c, o.r qcrrclcr, :rrrcl thc cl:rss *.c:rrc l>.' irrt.. ,\s irrrli'idrrals, *c fccr Irrrri arrcl ,,,q"r,,,1,.,,, ,,r,,,",,,," is trc:rtirg rrsrlrrlilirlr;tcl lts ll socicl| tic tolcr:rtc rrrrcorrsc'iorulrlc injrrslicc.,.\ rrorc jrrst s.cich.riill rctltrirc rl r,dic:ll rcclistril'rti.rrcf *crlth arrcl prxr.r'r-. \\,c c.urr rt,lrilr, ,..r.:;"r

Iltc cttrrcttt trcrrds tlr;rt frrrtlrcr p'larizc L]s:ls, pcollle rrrrtl irrlrrpt p.licrcs:rrrcl 

'rrrc.-
liccs tlr,t rr:rrro\\' tlrc gir's irr iric.rrrc, * erritlr, ,r,,cl lrrir ilcg"
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LIcultlr. LlurnLut Illq/rt"-, rlrrrl f/rc Ncl'\\irr orr llta Prxtr. (llcrkclcr: Irrivclsitl of (l.rlifcrrrri:r

l'}rcss, 2{)05 1.

26. [']. l):rrrrrrk cl ul., op. cit.. fig. l0l I)crrrris \\'. l{orcck, "l)rrrrgerotts I'lrtccs: (llirtrc:trrtl
I{csitlcrrtirrl l'lrrrirornrcrrt." Socittl I,'r-,rccs, r'ol. (r(). rro. I, St'Plcrrrbcr l9EJ. PP. 14 9(r.

27. Riclrrrrd I)c l,orc, Stttoll I"tt{rtrcs (Ncrr \ork: ll:trcortrl 13lrcc Jor':trroriclr. l9-Ei.
pp.11-19.

2lJ. I)crilcrl frorrr "10()5 Oollcgc-13orrrrrl Scrriors,'lirtll ()roup l)rolilc." Orillcqc Bourtl.

p. -. lvrrileblc'rrt lrt\r://ruur'.collcgc'l>ourtl.r'orrr/pr-ocl-clourlortcls/rrborrt/rtcris irtfrr/tbsctrior/
r r l( )0 5/10() i<r611 cqc'-l16ry rcl-scr r i gr s.pclf.

29. \\'illi:rrrr Il. Sc'ucll. "lrcclrr:rlitv of Opportrrrrill flrr iliglrcr- I'ldrrc:rtiorr," '\trtarittttt
Sociologiutl /lclisrr', rol. 3(r, rro. 5, l9ll,1;p. 7t)3 E09.

30. 'l'lrc \lortcnsorr [{cport or l)ublic l'olicr ,\rllrsis of ()pportrrrrilr firr l'oslsccorttl:trr
I'ldrrcelior, "l)ostsc'corclun l,,clucrrtiorr Opportrrritr" {loue (litr'. L\: Scplcrrrlrcr 199i. rto. l6t.

31. l)c l,onc, op. r'il.. pp. l4 19.

J2. Ilrru;rrcl 'l'rrclrrrr:rrr. Ii,tonotrtics ol llrc lliclt (\cu YorL: l{:tttclotrr IIorrsc'. 19,]1,
p. J5. l"or rrorc irfrrrrrrfiorr or irrlrcril:urcc scc, S:rrr Ilcxr'lcs lrrrtl Ilc'rbcrt (lirttis. "'l'ltt

9 ,\lanlslos I ()lttss itt .\ntcriut 2(.)06 19 t-

Irlrcritrrrrcc.f I.crlrr:rlitr',"'r'lte lrsrrrnttl of'1,',t'ou,nit, l'crsl,tccriras, r.l. 16. rr.. i (srrrrrrrrc.r,
100?1 1r1r l-10 lrrd 'lirrrr IIc'rlz, (Ltulcrslttrttlittg \lobilitt 

,itt 
.\rrtct-it'tt, (]c,rrcr kr,- .\.rcricarr

I)roqr.css, ltttp://nurr.arrrcrit.rrrpr.r,g11.,s.,,rgAilc/p1..:r:ltlc:IiJItJSO\,1,,c|r_l;;g9Sl.
33' Ilrrr|rrrcl \\'lclrtcl. I 'ttlnr ttnd lhc li,tttnontl\orllrrrlo, l,'[,: \cr:rclcrrril Ir1,ss, lgEJ),

1,p. it'l l{'1.
3.1. l)cr ir cd ft-orrr I)c'\rtr as ct ll., op. c.it., pp. 1(r_i l.



i-=i': !';f a

7 i\'Irrnfsios I \Iedia \Iacic 637

The Poor Do Not Exist

F1tr the rriost part, thc ncn,s nrecliu igrrores llrc ltoor. [.lrrrroticccl arc forti'nril-
li61 poor pcoplc ir 11rc natiorr-:r rrurnbcr that ccltrals thc crrtire ltopLtlatiorr of

NIairic, \/cnrront, Ncn 11;rrrrpshirc. (lonnccticrrt, Rhoclc lslartcl, Nov Jcrso, arlcl

Ncl \irrk corrrbirctl. Pcrlralts c\,cl nlorc alarmirrg is that tlie ratc of povcrtv is irr-

creasirrg tuicc as l:rst;rs tlrc popLrlation grorith irr the Llrritecl States. Orclirlarilr',

clelr ir i::rlarnih,of rrr.rch srrr:rller proportiorr (e.g., flortclirrg irt tltc N.'liclu'cst) rioulcl

g:lnrcr l grert clcal of colcragc ancl lirpe frottr :r rrrcclia trsuallv cagcr to dcclarc a

i'risis. ret lcss tlrlrr onc in fir,e lrunclrcd ariiclcs in tlrc Nerl' York'l'inrcs:rttrl one itt

orre tlrorrsurrd articlcs listccl irr thc l{eoders Cuicle b lteriodic Literature Arc oll

pgyerir'. \\,'itlr rcm:rrkablr littlc attcntion to thenr, thc poor artcl thcir prollletlls arc

lritlrlt'rr ft',rttt ttto:l \ttrtritltttt.
\\,'herr tlrc mcclia ciocs hrnr its atterrtion to tlrc Poor, it offcrs:t scrics of corttr:r-

clicton' rlrcssagcs ancl 1>ortravals.

The Poor Are Faceless

lt,aclr yeur tlie (-lcnsrrs Bnre:rrr rcierscs a ncu rcport ort povcrtv itt ottr socictr'

arrd its rcsllts arc clrrli rcportccl in tlrc nreclia. At bcst, honcver, tltis covcrage crn-

phasizes arnrrral fluctLrations (slrorling lrori. tlrc trtttrtbcrs cliffcr frorrr previotrs i'e:rrs)

ancl ongoirrg debatcs over the i,aliclitl' of the rrumbcrs (sotttc arguc the ttutrlller

slioLrlcl ire l,rro,cr, lrost that the nurnber sliorrlcl bc higltcr). Coveragc like this de-

scrrsitizcs rrs to the poor bi'rcdrrcirrg 1>ovcrh to a trtttttbcr. It igriclres tlrc httrtlatr

trageciy of 1>ovcrh'-thc suffcririg, incligniiics, ancl rttisen'cndrrrccl ltv rrrillions of

.hildretr arrcl aclults. Ilstcad, thc ltorlr bccotnc statistics ratlrcr tharr peoplc.

The Poor Are Undeserving

\\rhen thc nrcclia docs ltrrt a face orr the poor, it is rtot likch' ttt bc a prcth' rlnc.
'l'he rrrcclia liill pror,icle us n'ith scnsatiortal storics about ri'ellare chcats, clmg:rcl-

clicts, alcl grceclr'ltanhancllers (ahrost aln'avs trrbltt artcl Black). Corlrparc thesc inr-

ages arrd thc cmotions evokccl bv thenr n'ith tlrc rneclia's trcatrttetrt of rlitlclle-class

ilsrrallv rr'1ritc) "tax cr.aclers," celebrities u'lro huvc a "clrcntical depcrlcletlcr"," rlr

nealtll businesspcoyrle ri'lro usc ulrscruprtlotts ttreatts kr "ntakc I profit-" \\1hile tllc

bc|aiigr of tlrc nrorc afflucrrt clffcrrdcrs is consiclcrccl atr "inrproy>rictr" arlcl a cievi-

ation tlorrr the rronn, tlrc behlvior of tlrc poor is cortsiclerccl reprtgrlatrt, irrclicative

of thc ltoor irr gcncral, ancl nortlrv of otrr incligrration arrcl rcscttttrtcttt.

The Poor Are an Eyesore

\\1hcrr thc rrrcclia ckrcs covcr thc 1toor, tlrct'arc oftett ltrcserrtccl through tlrc e1'cs

of tlre nricldle class. I,or crarnPlc, sorrrctitncs tlre nrcdia irrclrrcles a storv rrlltlttt cotrt-

rrruriih rcsistancc to a lronrelcss sheltcr or storckecpcr:lltllo\':tllcc u'ith llalharrdlers.

Mnor,q M,tcrc
Making Class h'rvisible

Cregor,v Mantsios

Of tlrc variotts social and cLrltrrral ftrrccs irr orrr socich, thc rn:rss rneclia is arguablr
thc rtr<tst inflrrcrrtial irr rrrolcling pLrblic corrsciousrrcss. Anrcricarrs spencl an.i,"rog"
tricrttr-eiglrt hottrs pcr rleck riatching television.'l'lrcv also spend an rrrrcleter-
rrrirted tttttttber of horrrs rcacling pcrioclicals, listenirrg to thc raciio, arrd going to
the trtovies. Unlike otlicr ctrltrrral arrcl socializing irstitrrtiorrs, ou,ncrship:rrrcl cnn-
trol of the trtass rtreclia is lrighh'colrcentratccl. 'l\i.crrh-thrcc corporations o\\'1r ulore
tharr oneltalf of all tlrc clailr rcu'spapcrs, nragazines, uror,ie stuclios,:rncl raclio ancl
tclcvision otrtlets in tlre Unitccl Statcs.l'l'he ntrmber of rneclia corrrpanics is shrink-
irrg:tncl thcir control of thc inclrrstn'is exparrcling..\rrcl :r relrrtireli srrrall ntrmber
of rtrecli:r otrtlets is procltrcing ancl p:rckagirrg the rrrajoritr, of nen,s ancl entcrtain-
tllellt prograttts. F'ttr thc most p:rrt, rirrr rrredia is natiorral in nature ancl single-
ntinclccl (profitlrientccl) in purpose. Tlris nredia plai's a kev rolc in dcfirring o1r
ctrltural tastcs, helpirrg rrs locate oursclr,es irr histori,,, establishing otrr national
idcntitr', artcl ascertaining thc rangc of natiorral :rncl social possibilitics. ln this essay,
tl'e rl'ill cr:ttuitrc tlrc rl'av tlrc mass rrreclia slrapes hori'peo1>lc think about eaclr otlrcr
ancl aborrt thc rratrrre of our socictr..

'l'he LJnitccl Statcs i, thc rn,,'i lriglrli strltified societ,,'irr the irrclushializecl
ucrlcl. Cllass clistirtctions opcrate irr virtrrallv everv aspect of our livcs, cleterrnining
the ttittttrc of ottr ri'ork, tlre clrralih of our schooling, ancl the hcalth and safeti of
ottr lovccl ottcs. Yet rcrnarkablr', \\'e, as:l natiorr, retairr ilhrsiorrs about living in an
cglrlitariarr srtcich'. W'e trraintain tlrcse illusions, irr largc part, bccluse thc rrreclia
lricles gross ilrccluities from public vicu,. In thosc irstarrces n'hcrr inecluities ilre re-
vealccl, \\'c arc proviclccl nitlr nressagcs that obscrrre thc nrrturt,of clrssrealitics lrrd
l>llnte tlrc victirrrs of class-clorrrirratecl societv fcrr their orin pliglrt. [,et's brieflr,er-
anrirtc u,hat tlrc ncus rn.clirr, irr prrrtic.ulrrr', i.lls rrs aboLrt class.

About the Poor
'l'lrc nel's nieclia proviclcs rneagcr co'crage of poor pc'ple ancl por,erh'.'l'he cor
cnrge it cloes provicle is often clistortccl ancl rrrislcacling.

Ooprriglrt i.,lrr (lreqon Nlrrntsios. I{eprirtccl lx pcrnrissiorr oftlre arrflror.
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l{atlrcr tlrarr tircrrsirrg ott tltc pliglrt oftlrc 1>oor, tlrcsc storics arc uborrt rrridcllc-class
o1;Positiorl kr tltc lloor. Srrclr skrrics tcll rrs tlrat tlrc poor irrc iur irrcorryclicrrcc:rrrcl
:rrr irr-it:rtiorr.

The Poor Have Only Themselves to Blame

ht ltlt<rtlrc'r cratttltlc of-rrrctli:r co\cr:rgc, \\c Arc tolcl tlrlt tlrc poor livc irr 1 per-
sotlal rtttcl crrltrrltl cic'lc of povcr.tv llrat lropclcssll irrrlrrisons tlrcrr.'l'lrcv rorrtirrcly
ce rrtcr orr thc Black ,rrlr,,,r'1r,,1r,rl,rtiorr uncl focus on 1>crccivcd p"rr,,,r.i,ul',,r'.,ri-
trrrrll tr:tits tltrtt clootn tltc 1loor. \\/hilc tlrc \\1)nlcn in ilr"rc storics trpicrrllr crlril>it
arr "attitrrdc" lhat lc:rrlsto trorrbic or a prorrrist trih tlrrrl lcacls kr sirrgici r,r,,tlr..r.lr,r,,cl,
tlte rrrctl l)osscss a rrectl ftrr irrrrrrcclirrtc grrrtificrliorr tlrat lc:rcls k, cil.rrg a|rrsc 9r a1
tttlt;LtetlcltallJc qrccd tlrat lcads to tlrc prrrsrrit r,f[rst rr()nL'\.'llrc irriages tlratarc
scllrcd ittto ottr tttittrl arc serist, racist, urrcl clasrist. (lcrrrrrs fiqrrr-r'r rcrc:il tlrat rrrost
tlfllrc'1loor arc rilritc, rrot ]Jlack or lIisparric, tlr:rt tlrcv lilc irr nrr:rl or srrl>rrrl>rr1
ltrcas, ttot rrrbun c'crrtcr-s, lrrd lrold jobs :rl lcust Prrr.t ,,f tlrt. r.lrr.t .).,t. irr a lrslriorr
tllrrt is oftcrr frarrrccl irt :trt ttttclcrstrrrrclirrg arrcl svrrrp:rtlrctic torrc, u c arc tolcl tlrat thc
llorlr llric iriflictctl por.crlr orr ilrcnrsclr,cs.

The Poor Are Down on Their Luck
l)rrrirrg tlre (lhrishitas se:tsolr, tltc rrcus urcclia sonrclinrcs 1>roviclcs rrs g'itlr ac-

corrrrts of Poor irrdivichrrrls or f:rrrrilics (rrsLrallv ri.lritc) n.ho,,r.,1,,,r.,, orr thcir luck.
'l'lresc storics arc ofictt lirrlccl t. stolit'r rrboLrt sorrp kitchcns or otlrcr clraritablc ac-
tiVitics arrcl sorttctitttcs call for clraritablc corrtril>utiorrs.'l'lrcsc "Yrrlc tirrre" storics:rrc
as rttttclt allotri tlre afflrrcrrt as thcv arc al>orrt tlre poor: ther tell rrs tlrat tlre afflrrcrrt
irt <ltrr srlcictl arc tt kirtd, ttrtclerst:rnrlirr(, girirrg pcol>lc-rilriclr ric rrrc rr<lt.""l']rc se-
rics ofttrtftrrtLtttatc circtttttst:ttrccs tlr:rt lruvc lccl to iirrpovcrislrrncrrt arc prcsrrrrrccl t<r
bc rt lerrtlttlrrtn corrditiorr that riill irrrprovc riitlr tirnrl rrrrtl rr clrrngc i; llck.

l)csllitc al)l)Qlr:ll)ccs, tltc rrtessrrgcs proviclccl lx thc rrrcclil rlrc rret crrtirclr.clis-
1l;tr;tlt.\\illrt';rtlr r;rli;rliorr. llrt,rrrt,tlirr irrf,,r.rrr,rrsrrlrlrl ;lort,rlr isrrol ri.t,..,r.slcrrrit.
arrcl irrclic:rlivc ttf ,'\tttcric:rrr socictr') bv irrfrrrrrrirrg rrs ulrlt it is. 'l hc rrrcclia tclls 1s
tlrat llovcrtv is citltcr ltr itb.rlrrtiorr ,,f tlrc .\rrrcriciul \\'rv of lifc (it clocsrr't cxist, it's
jtrst arrofhcr rrrrrubcr, it's rrrrfrrrtrrrratc bLrl tcrrrPor.ilr-\.) or iur t,rrrl Pr.r,rlrrr.t of thc Poor

'\lltcricrtlt lrortscllolcls rtiilr itrtorncs oflcss tlrrrrr \10.{}()0 qire ln u\cngc ol i.5 pcrlr.rrt,ltlrcir
t'rtttltttq lo tltltriir or to;t tcliqiotts orqlrrtizrtliorr. nlrilc llroit rrlrLirrq rrrorc llrrrr !100,0()1) lr rlrr gire
,lrh l9 1lt'rtcrrt \1icr <Jrrtttgts rrr llrc l!5(i lrrr ioclc rtrlrrcccl tlrc lrcnr'lils ofclrrri.ihrblr,grrrrrq.
trtrllltrcts crrrrrirlq \5{)0'0{)0 or tttort'slrrslrccl tlrtir rr'cr;rqc cJorlrliorr lrr rrcrrrlr ont.llrirri. I,rrrllrcrrrr.rc.
tt'rttr .fllr.sc;rcls.fl>r'rrerrrl.rrcc tl, rrrt lr.lI tlrt'rrttclr. l{.rtlrrr tlr,rrr Ir,v1111 1111111i;1. t. s,r.iirl
sellice rtqcttcics illil licl tlrc p,r,r. ll11 i,,lrrrrl.rrr r,,rrlrilrlti6rrs,ifllrc,rti,rlll^ g. t, ltiliccs r'rrlilrstilttti,tls lltrtl cltl.rtrtitt. ittsltirc. ctttc,,r crirrcrrlc *r'lritlrr \rrrcric:rrrs ,,r1,,u,r",,,,,r,,p.rrr lr.rrses.
lllcrtlcrs' ortltcstrrts. lltllcl corrrplrrics. prirrrlt lrorpitrls, rrrrcl clitc rrrirlrsitit's. tll,9lr1rl l{riclr,"srccssirrr.ftlrc Src.csshrl,'\'ar')irrl' lintas \lultr:irc, l,clrnrr^ ll, J()9J, P. -li.r
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thcrrrsclvcs (tlrcl arc l rrrrisirttcc, clo rtot dcscnc bcllcr, ancl ltrtvc lrrorrqlrt tlrcir

l)rccli('ilnlcrlt tt1;orr tltctI rsclt cs ).

Ilr srrqqestirrg llral tlrc poor lravc brorrglrt povcr.tv ul)ou tlrclrsclvcs, t]rc rrrcdia
is crrqrr{irrg irt rrlr:rt \\'illiarrr l{r:rrr Iras c;rllcrl "lrlrrrnirrg tlrc vic'tirrr."i'l'lrc rrrccli:r

iclcrtifics irr riltitl \\ilvs Illc l)oor are cliffi'rcrrt its ir collsc(llrcrrcc'ofclcprivlrtiorr, tlrcrr
rlcfirrcs tlrosc cliffrrcrtccs:ts tltc carrsc ofl)ovcrtl itsclf-. \\'lrctlrcr blrrtrrrrtlv lrostilc or
clolkcrl irr svrnprttltr', tltc rrtcssrrgc is tlrrrt tlrcrc is sorrrctlrirq hrrclarrrerrl:rll\ \\'rong
litlr tlrc victirrrs-tlrcir lrorrrroncs, l)s\'(llologicll rrakcrrp, f:rrrrilr crrvironnrcrrt,
('olllnrunit\', nlcc, or-sorrc corrrbinirtion of lllcsc-tlurt lccollllts frrr ilrcir pliqlrt arrd

tlrcir frrilrrrc to lift tlrcrrrsclrcs orrt ofpovcrh.
llLrt povcrh irr tlrc tlrritccl Strrtcs is svstcrnic. lt is rr clircct lcsult of cconolllic all(l

politic:rl policics tlurt dcprirc pcoplc of jobs, x(lc(llriltc \\'aqcs, or lcgitinrirtc sul)l)ort.
It is rrcitlrcr rrltlrrrrl rror irrcvitrtblc: tlrcrc is cuouglr wcirltlr in orrr niltior to clirrirratcr

l)ovcrtl if nc clrose to rcclish-ibLrtc c\istilrq \\'clllll or irrcorrrc.'l'hc pliglrt of tlic poor
is rcirsorr cliorlgh to nrake tlre clinrirurtion of puvcrh thc rratiorr's first priorih. Ilrrt

l)olcrh rtlso irrrpacts drltrrltticlrllv orr tlrc nonl)oor. It lrrts lr cl:rrrrpcrrirrg cffcct orr

riagcs in qclrcnll (ll'rrrairrtlirring u rcscrvc unn\'of ullcrrrplorccl an(l unclcrellplored
;rrrriorrsforanv jobatul \\rlgc)rllxlbrceclscrirne :rnclviolcncc(lx rnirirrtlririrgL()n-
ditiorrs tlrrrt irrvitc pr.ivittc gitin l)\'illcgal rrrcarrs rrnd rcl;cllionlikc bclrrn'ior, rrot crr-

tirelr rurlikc tlrc rrrburr riots oftlrc l9(r0s). (livcrr tlrc crtcrrt oilx)\'crtl irr llrc rratiorr

all(l tllc inrpirct it has on rrs all, thc nlccliil nnlst spin consiclclable nragic to keep the
poor-lrrrrl tlrc issrrc of 1;ovcrh and its root c:rrrscs orrt of thc prrblic corrscrollsllcss.

About Everyone Else
lloilr thc broadc'asl ilnd the print lrc\\'s llledil stlivc to clerckrp l strong scllsc of
"\\'c-rcss irr tlrcir rlu(licncc.'l'lrcr scck to spcak to ancl for an arrdiencc tllat is

lroth lfl'ltrent:rrcl lilic-rrrirrdccl.'llrc rrrcclirt's soliclarih'uitlr rtfflLrcricc, tlr:rt is. riith
tlrc rrrirldlc and nl)l)cr clrrss, r'aries little fr-onr olle lllccliurl to urroilrcr. Bcrrjarrrirr

l)c\lott poirrts out, firr cvrrrplc, tlrlt tlrc Ncu')-orlr '1'inres rrrrrlcrstarr<ls :rfflrrcncc t<r

be intclligcricc, llstc, prrblic spirit, rcsporrsilrilitr', urrcl rt rcil(lincss to nrlc rul(l "con-

ccivcs itsclf rls slx)kcsl)crson frrr ir rcldcrslrip a\\'ash in tlrcsc r;rulitics."+ ()f (ollrsc,
tlie flip sirlc to clciltirg:r scrsc of "\\'c," or "us, is cstalrlislrirrq il l)crccl)tion of tlre
"otlrcr."'l'lrc otlrer.rcl:rtcs blck 1o thc f:rccless, xlr]orill, llr(lcscr-\'ing, an(l jnfcrior
"llndcrclass."'l'lrrrs, tlrc urrrlcl rrcc'orclirg to tlrc rrcns rttcdia is diridcd bc'lriccrr tltc
"rrrrclcrcllrss" ilnd c\cr\onc clsc. .\gain tlrc rncssugcs lrrc oftcrr corrtrlrrlicton.

The Wealthy Are Us

\lrrclr of tlrc irrfirr.rrrrrtior 1>r.ovitlcd to rrs bv llrc rrcrvs rrrcdiu lircuscs attcrrtion
or tlrc corlccrrrs of rr vcn riclltlrv rrrcl privilcqcd class of pcoplc.,'\lllrorrglr tlrc corr-

ccrrrs of lr srrrall fr-uctiorr of llrc poprrllrcc, tlrcv rrrc prcscrrictl lrs tlrorrqlr lltcr ncre
llrc conccrrrs of crcn'orre. l,'or cxanrplc, iilrilc rclativclv fi'ri pcoplc actrritllr'<xitt
stock, llrc rrcns nrcclirr clevotcs rrrr irrorclirr:rle urrr.lrnI of lrroutlcltst tirrrc arcl 1>rint
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sl)acrcl to irtrsitlcss Ile\\'s:lrttl stock rnarkct (lllotiltiolls. Not onlv do llrsrncss rcl)orts
crltcr to x l)rlrlicrllar rl:rrro\\'clicntelc, so (lo tlrc firrlri,,rr l)xg.''\ { \\ itir $1,(XX) rlresscs),
$'eddirlq llllttotlltcctttclrts,:lncl tlrc obitrrarics. I.lvcrr ucallicr arrcl slrorts nc\\.s oftcll
lrave a class ltias. ,'\rr all ncris rrrclio stirtion irr \eu )irrk (lih, firr crunrplc, pror.iclcs
rcgrrlar tl:rti<lltal ski rcltorts. Irrtcnratiorral ncl s, tnrilc agrccnrcrrts, arrcl rl11lrcstic
llolicics issLtcs arc also rcltortccl itt tcnns ol tlrcir-irrrpac't orr brrsincss clirrratc alcl
tlrc llrrsincss cotttttttttritr Rc'sidcs bcirrg of praclical ralue to thc rrcaltlrr', srrclr cor.
cragc hls consiclcrablc idcological valrrc. lts rnessage: tlic conccnrs of ilrc 1c:rltlrr
lure tlre collce nls of Lrs all-

The Wealthy (as a Class) Do Not Exist
\\'hilc llrcrtccrrpie<l riith tlic conccnrs oFtlrc ucalthr', thc nrcclirr fails to roticc

thc $av in nlriclr thc rich rts rt class of pcoplc.r'c,rt.,rrrtl slurpc tl,,rrcstic ancl frrr-
cigll 1;<llicr. Prcsc'tttccl as lll aggrcgrtc of incliliclulls, thc uealtlrr rrl)pear litlrolt
specirrl irttcrcsts, itttcrcotttrectiotis, or Lrrritv in l)Llll)osc. Orri of prilllic r.icrn arc tlre
class intcrests of tlrc nc.rrlthr. tlre intcrl,rckinq brrsirrcss lirrks, the conccrtecl uctiorrs
to llrcscnc their class prilileqcs ancl brrsirrcss intcrests (bv nrnrrirrq ftrr prrblic of-
ficc, stqrportinq political cnrciiclatcs. loblrr irrg, etc.). Corptiratc lobl1.i1g is igrr9re4,
takerr for grarttccl, or assutrtccl to be irr tlic pirblic intcreit. (Cornpaie this rrlitS tlre
rlreclia's llortraval of tltc "strong urrrr of labor" in atteurpting to ilcfcat tracle lcgis-
lation tlrat is hlrmful to the intcrcsts of ri.orkirre pcr)plc.) It is cstirrratecl that
tritr-tllircls of thc tl.S. Scrutte is corrrposccl of nriilionairei.; Ilarinq srrcir a prcpolr-
clcr:ittce of rtrillittrtaires irr tlic Scrutc, lroncver, is 1>crccivccl b bc rreitjrer urnrsual
rtor attticlctlrocratic; thcse rrrilliorrairc serrators are assrurccl to bc serving "orrr" col-
It r'livr irrlt rt.sl. irr gort rrrirrq.

The Wealthy Are Fascinating and Benevolent

_ 
'l'hcllroaclcast artcl prirrt rrrcclia regularll proviclc lrrpc ftrr irrcliviclrrals ulro haye

achicrcd "stll)cr" stlcccss.'l'lrcsc storics arc rrsuullr.abirirt cclcbritics arrcl srrpcrstars
frr)llr thc sllorts arrcl crttertaitrrttcrt uorlcl. Socichl pagcs arrcl gossil> colLrrn,,, ,.r,.
to kccll thc sttci:rl clitc irfrrrnrcd oleach otlrcrs',1,,i,'gr, allor, ihc rcst of rrs kr grrl,k
at tlrcil cxccsscs, alrcl lrclp kr kccp tlre ,'\rncricarr clrc-aru rrlirc.'l'hc prirrt nrcclia is
also forrcl offe;rtLrrc stoLic: orr L{)rl)r)lJtL.t,rrrltirc ltrrilclcrs.'l'lrcsc skrrics ltroviclc un
occasion;tl "itlsiclcr's" r'icn oftlrc privatc urrcl corporrrtc lifc ofiirclrrstrirlirt, lrr srrg-
gestirrg a rags lo ricltcs accotttrt ofcorPoratc sllcccss.'l'lrcsc storics tcll rrs tlrlt crx-
llor:ttc sttcc'css is it scrics of sttrart urovcs, shrcncl lrccluisitiorrs, trruclv nrcrgcrs, alcl
lrc'll tlrrlLrght ottt crccLttivc srritc slrrrfflcs. llr pairriirrg thc rrppcr c,l:r.ss irr:ipositivc
liglrl, irrnoccttt of arrr nrortgcloirrg (lrrlror leailcrr rrr,i ,,r,i,,,l orglniz:rtiorrs rrsuully
gct tllc ollllositc trc:ttttrcttt), thc nrcdia assrlrcs rrs tlrat uelltlr r,,il 1r,rrr'.r. rrrc bcrrcl-
olerrt Orrc Pcrstttr'.s crrpital accrrnrulation is prcsrrurccl to be goocl frrr all.'l'lre clitc,
therr,:lrc llrlrtravccl ;ts itilcstrrrcnt siz;rrcls, Jreoplc of spccial irlcrrt arrcl skill, ri.lr91r
cvcr tlrcir victirrrs (norkcrs lrrrcl consLrnrcr-s) clni ad,rrirc.
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The Wealthy Include a Few Bad Apples

On nrrc occ:tsiotts, tlrc nreclia riill rrrock sclectcd irrclivirhrals frrr tlrcir pcr-son-
rrliti flans. l{cal cstrte ittvcstor l)orralcl 'l'nrnrl> arrcl Ncu York Yankccs o\\'llcr
C)corgc Stcirrbrcrrrer, for exanrplc, arc rrclrrrorrishecl br thc nrcclia frlr dclibclrtclr
secking pLrblicitt (a verr'un-111)l)cr class tlrirrg b clo); hotel ouncr Lcoiut Hclrrrsio
rias curic:ttttrccl fcrr lter personal cnrcltics; arrcl jruik boncl brokcr \liclrrrcl Nlilkin
rirs cottclettrnecl bcclrrsc lrc lracl tlrc lrrclrcitr to rob thc riclr. \'liclrlcl P:rrcnti
points otrt that lx'trcrttirrg lru.irr.:rr rirrrngllrill95 as isolatccl clcviltiorrs fronr thc so-

ciallv bcrrcfici:rl slstcnr of "rcsponsiblc capitalisrrr," thc nreclia ovcrlooks tlrc fca-

trrrcs of the svstcnr tlurt proclucc suclr abuscs lncl the rcgrrlaritr uitlr nlriclr tlrcr,
occrrr. l{ather tlrarr 1;ortralirg tlrcnr as prcclict:rblc ancl lrcclucrrt oLrtcorrres of cor-
poriitc poricr rtrrcl tlrc business svstenr, thc rncdia trcats abuscs as if tho rrcrc iso-
latctl rrrrcl lhpical. Presented as art occasiorral abcrrltion, thesc incidcrrts scn'c rrot
kr challcnge , but to lcgitinatc, tlrc svstenr.6

The Middle Class ls Us

Ilv igrtoring tlrc poor anci blrrrring the lincs bctri'ccrr tlrc ri<rrking people ancl

tlrc uppcr class, the neri's neclia crcatcs a urrivcrsal rrriclclle class. l"ronr this pcr-
spcctive, the size of otre's incorrc bccorrrcs largelr,irrelevrnt: rihat nrattcrs is tlrat
tttost of "us" sltarc arr irrtcllcctual ancl mor:rl srrperiorih oi'cr tlrc disacllarrtagccl. As
Thne nagaz,irc ollcc conclrrclecl, "\{iddle Anrcrica is a statc of rrrirrcl."- "\\'c are

all rrriclcllc cl:tss," ri'e are tolci, "ancl n,c all slrarc tltc sunre concenrs": job secrrrih,,
inflation, tar brrrclens, n'orlcl 1;cacc, tlrc cost of foocl ancl horrsing, health carc, clcan
air and riatcr, ancl tlrc safch'of our streets. While the concerns of thc ricaltlrr.arc
cluitc clistirct frorn those of the miclclle class (e.g., thc ncaltlrv u'orn,abotrt irrvcst-
rtrcnts, not jobs), the meclia conr,inccs us tlrat "ri'c ltlrc affltrerrt] arc rll in this
togethe r."

The Middle Class ls a Victim

l''or the nreclia, "ne" ihc affluent rrot orrlv starrd aPart frorr tlrc "otlrcr"-tlrc
poor, thc n'clrking class, tlrc rrrirroritics, arrcl their problenrs-"u'e" are also victim-
izccl br tlrc poor (ri'lro clrive rrp the costs of nraintaining thc uclfarc rolcs), rrrinori-
ties (rlho conrtnit critttcs against us), ard n'orkcrs (ulro arc grecclv arrcl clrir,'e

corrparrics orrt urrcl priccs rrp). Ignorecl are the srrbsiclies to thc rich, tlrc crirncs of
corporatc.'\nrcric:r, and thc policics tlrat urcak lrarrrc orr tlrc ccorrorrric ricll-beirrg
of rrriclcllc Arrrcrica. Nlcclil nagic convinces rrs to fear, nrore thiin arnthing clsc,
being victiniized 1l thosc lcss afflrrcrrt thiin orrrsclvcs.

The Middle Class ls Not a Working Class
'l'ltc rrcus rncclia clcrtrlr distirigrrislrcs tlrc rrriclcllc cluss (crrrplorccs) fr-orrr

tlrc n'orkirrg class (i.c., blLrc coilrrr uorkcrs) n'lro rrrc portnrvccl, lt bcst, as irrclcirrrrt,
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orrtrlro(lc(1, ilrl(l l (lvirrg brccd. l"urthcnlorc, tlrc urcdia wili icll Lrs tlrat tlrc lrarcl-
slrips llccd lx lrlrrc c,rllar urrrkcrs arc inc,r'it,rblc (chrc t,, 1r*,qr"rrj, ,r rc,srrlt .f 6.cl
lrrck (c'lrrlrrcc circttttrst:tttccs irr r prrrticrrlrrr irrdrrstnJ, .,r1 ,, ir,,,1,,,.f ef t;cir '*,'ckrirrg (thcr Priccrl tlrcrrrsclvcs orrl oi:r jobl. Gircrr tlrc,,,c,li,r'r Prcscntutiorr of rc-
rllitr, it is lrrlrd kr lrclicvc tlutt rrrarrrral, srrpcrviseil, rrnskillccl, lncl'scrriisliillccl *.,rk-
crs actrtrtliv rcPrcscttt tttot.c_tltrtn i0 pcrccrrt of tlrc lclrrlt u'orkirrg poprrllti.rr.s'['lrc
*,r-kirq clrrss, irrstc:rcl, is rcleg.tecl l^'thc nrcclirr t, "tlrc,tlrcr."

hr sltort, tltc rteus rrrcdirr citlrcr liorrizcs thc rvclltlrr or trcats tlrcir irtercsts lrrcl
tlrosc of thc lrricldlc clrtss rts ortc irr tlrc srrrrrc. llLrl tlrc rrppcr class uncl tlrc rrriclcllc
class do tlot sltltrc tltc srtrrrc ittlercst:,r tr,rrirs. NIc,rrl>cis of tlre rrppcr class u,rr'
:rllorrt slock diVidcrttls (ttot crttplorrrrcrrt), tlrcr'pnrfit lirrrrr inflltiorr rrr.l gl,,lr.l ,,rii-
itrtrisrrt, tltcir clrilclrcri rttlerrcl crclusivc priratc .sclrools, tlrcr-cat uncl lryc irr u r6i,ul
lrttlri,trr. llrc'r rrrll ()l .(,r'rrr'. t.rrllt.,l ,r;r,,,r 1,,, Pc,rsrrrr;rl lllrrrir.i:rrr.. t1,., l,,,r.li.rrl
collstllllcr llrolllerlrs, tltcl catt cscill)c rilicncvcr tlrcv u'lrnt frorrr errvirorrrrrcrtlrl p.l-
lrrtiort' arrd tlrcr livc'rtrt slrccts rtttcl travcl to otlrer ricas rrrrclcr tlrc protcctiorr ofpri-
lutc polic'c frrrccs. "'')

'l'hc ric:lltlrV arc rtot otrh a ciass nitlr <listirrct lifc-strlcs arrcl irrtcrests, tlrev arc
;t rrrlirq.t l:r". I lr.r rt.t.ir..,r .lir;,r',,p,,rli.rrrrrt.rl,,,r..,,t ll;..,;,,;;irr",,.r,rr, 

',,.;',,,,..o$rl a rlisllrollortiott:ttc rtrttotrrrt of tlrc corrntn'r uclrltj r, ,r,,.1 c,ri,tri6utJ l clispro-
1;orti<Ilatc tttttltbe r rlf tlreir nrcuilrcrs_kr gor.cnrrrrerrtal boclics rrrrd clecisiorr-,,.ruki,,g
gr<rrrlrs-all tr-aits that \\lilliarn Dorrhoff, irr his classic nork \\lio Rtiles ,\nrcrica',
clefinccl as characteristic ofa goverrring class.l0

'l'lris gor-crlrirrg class trt:titrtaitts 
"rr,l 

r,,,,rrrga, orrr politicll:rrrrl cc6rr<lrrric stlrc-
tLlrcs itl sttclr a lVaV tllrtt tlrcsc structures corrtirrLrc kr r.iekl :rrr :rurazirrg proportion
of our $caltlt to a ttlitrrtscttlc trpper class. \\'lrile thc rneclia is not aboyc rcferri'g
to rtllirrg clltsscs irl otlrer crtrttitries (n'e lreur, frrr cxarrrplc, rclcrcnccs tg Ja1;11's r.l-irlg eliter)'ll its trcatrtterrt of tlrc rtcus proceccls as tlrorrgh tlrerc ricrc no srrch 1rl-
irrg class in thc [.lrrilccl Strrtcs.

[''trrthcrtllorc, thc ttens rrteciia irrvcrts rcaliti so tlrlt tlrosc rrlro are uorking class
lrrcl rrriddle class lcltrll lo fcltr, t'cst-rrt,,r,rcl blrrrnc those lrelori, r:rtlrcr tlrarr tlrose
Itbo|c, tltelrl irr tlrc cllrss strttctttrc. \\'e leani to rcserrt riclf:rrc, nhich accorrnts for
ottlv trtrr cctlts ottt of cvcrv clolLlr irr tlrc fcclcrul lrrrclget (11>prlrinrarelr $10 billiorr)
arrcl Providcs firrlrrci:rl rclicf firr tlre uecclr','r"'' brrt lc'-arn liiilc lborrt tlie gll billiorr
tlre fcdcral govcrtttltcttt 'Pcttrlr oir intliridrul, n'ith irrconrcs irr ercess of 15l(X),()(X)
(rrot rrccclr'),ll or tlrc SlT billiorr irr f:rrnr srrbsiclies. or thc ii2l4 5illi.' (h'crtr
litrrts llrt'trtrl rrl $tll:rrc', itr ittlt'tt'l llrrrrrrt'rrlr lo l'irr;rrt ilrl irrslilrrliorrs.

'l lrc tlttltlbct ol-Prirrttc sctttrih qtrLrrls irr tlrc Unitccl Stllc,s rron crccccls tlrc rrrrrrrbcr ofprrblic,'.lic.c
irflittrs il{<rlrcrL l{ciclt. "sctcsriorr oftlrc Srrcccssftrl," \crr.)orl lintas \lugLr:inc, l,clr.rr^ I;. 1991.
t, {l

...),1:11'f l,|\l{l 
lrrlljorr is,sPtttt'tt ric'lfrtrc slrcrr rorr irrcltrrlc lll strrte frrrrrlirrq. l:}rrt tlrc:rlcrigc slrrclllli,Jrili,ll\, I r,111,, l,r,,lrl\ I\\r) r (.il1\ l,( r,l;rl,,l,,ll,rr
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\lidcllc-cllss nlritcs lcrrrrr kr lcar -\friclrr ,,\trcricurts rtrrcl l,llirros, lttrt tttost vio-

lcrrt crirrrc oc'cLrrs nillrirr poor:urcl ntirtorilr cottuttttrtitics lrrrd is rrcitltcr-irrtcrracial '''

rror irtcrclrrss.,\s lrorrid as srrclr crirttc is, it slrorrld trol tttask tlre dcstnrctitttt attcl

liolcrrc'c perpcllrtcrl lx c'o11rorutc .'\rrcricrt. Irr spitc of tlrc Irct tlrrrt 1-1,(X)0 irrrrtr

ccnl l)col)lc ar.e killcd orr tlrc job crtclr rcrrr. l(X),00() dic prcrrlttrrrclr, -l()(),0(X) ltc-

corrc scriorrslr ill, lrrrd (r rrrilliorr lrrc rrrjrrrecl ft-ortr tr'orl<-rcllrtcd rrcciclcrrts rtrtti

clisclrscs, nrost,\rircricltrrs ferrr q<xcrrrrrrcrtt rcgrrlrrtiorr ttrt.rrc tluttt tlrcr cl<t Ltttsrtfc

s orkirrq c orrrlitiotts.
'l lrr.orrglr tlrc rrrctlia, rrriddlc-class-rrrcl cvcrr tr orkirrg-clrtss-,\trtcricarts Icrrtt

to blurrrc blrrc collrrr.norkcr.s arrcl tlrcir rrrtiors tirr dcclirrirrg prrrclrrrsirtg ltoucr artcl

ccorrorrric sccrrrit\. llrrt slrilc lorkcrs ulro rttanrtqccl kr kccp tlrcir jolts rrncl tlrcir
rrrriorrs slnrgglcd to kccp rrp sitlr irf'latiorr, tlrc krp 1 pcrccrrt of Attrcr-ictrt frtttrilics

sari tlrciralcl:lqcirrcorrrcsso:rrS0pcr.ccrrtintlrclrrstdcclclc.lr\lrrchof tlrcricalth
lt tlrc top llls lrccrurrrllrtccl as sloc'lilrolclcrs attcl corporlttc crcctttivcs rtrttvccl tlrcir
corrrlrrrrrics:rbrorrd to crrrplov clrcapcr lalror (5(r ccttts pcr lroirr.itt I'll Srrlrador) arrcl

rrvoicl prrrirrq trrr.cs irr tlrc IJnitecl Strrtcs. Oorponrtc.\rricricrt is rr uorlcl tttrtclc trlt rtf
nrtlrlcss lrosscs, nr:rssivc llnotts, f:rvoritisrrr rtttcl ttclrotisrtr, lrclltlr lrrrd safeh liola-
Iiorrs, pcrrsi<lrr pllrrr losscs, rrrriorr brrsting, t:rr crltrtotts. utrtltir trrtrr]rctitiott,:rrrcl
pricc gorrging. rs ncll rs llst llrck dcals, firrrrrrcial spccul;ttiotr, arrtl corltorittc
ulrcelirrg rrrrrl dcalirrq tlrat scrvc tlrc irrtcrcsts oitlrc corpor:rtc clitc, btti rtrc gcrter-

lrllr'rirrstcfrrl ltrrd dcslrrrc'tivc kt riorkers lrrrd ilte ccoltollt\ irr gcrrcral.

It is rio uorrclcr r\rrrcric'ans currrrot tlrink strlriglrt:rbor.tt class.'l'ltc rrrass tttecli:t

rrrc nciilrcr objcctilc, balarccd, inclcpcrrdcrrt, ttor ttctttr:tl.'llrosc n'hrt ttnrr arttl cli-

rcct tlrc rrurss rrrcclia arc tlrcrrrsclvcs p:rrt oftlrc rrppcr clrtss,:trrcl rrcither tltcl rtor

tlrc nrlirrq cl:rss irr gcrcr:rl llrvc kr conspirc to rrirniprrlrttc prrblic opirtion. 'llrcir

intcrcst is irr prcscrvirrg tlrc siirtrrs r;rro, anc[ tlrcir ricri of socict\ as tirir ancl eclui-

tablc conrcs rrthrrallt to tlrcrr. lJtrt tlrcir idcologl clorrtitr:ttes ttttr societt'arrcl jrrsti-

fics ulr;rt is irr rerrlitv a l)cr\ersc social orclcr ortc thut pcr'pctttatcs urtpreccdcrrtcrl

clitc pririlcgc rrrrcl poricr on tlrc onc ltattcl lrrd lidesprc:rd dcltrivrrtiort ott tlrc
otlrcr..\ rriass rrrcclia tlrai did rrot Iiurc its orin cluss irrtcrcsls irr prcscrlirrg tlrc sta-

trrs r;rro uorrlcl ackronlcdge llrut irrordirrirtc ucalilr rtttcl poncr tttrclcrtttitrcs clctttoc-

racv ancl ilrlt:r "frce nurrkct" cconorrv crur ravagc lt l)coplc lrrrcl tlreir cotttttittttitics.

NOTES
l. \lurlirr [,cc rrrrr] \onrr:ur Solornorr. ltnrelitthlc Sr-rrrrccs, Lllc Strrarl tNcrr \irrk,
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"'l'hcre irrc c\l)ensivc clrilclrcn alrd thcrc are chcal) clrilclrcrt," rl'rites \larirta

\,Varrrcr, alr essayist iyrcl lrovelist nho lras \\ritlcll lIl:lltv b(x)ks for clrildrclt, "jtlst as

t[rcre :rre c\])cllsi\,c \\'olncll:uicl clrclrp \\'onrclr."'l'he govcrntttcrrtallv achrrinistcrccl

cliurilislrnrcnt in valrrc of tlrc cliilclrcn of thc poor l)egirrs cven bcft)re thc age of

fir,c gr six, rilrcn tlrcv bcgirr their vcars of forrrral cclttcatittrt irr tlrc prrblic scliools.

lt starts cluring thcir inthri ancl to(ldlcr vears, n'hen Irtrrrclrecls of tltotrs:rrrcls of chil-

clrerr of the vcry l)oor in lnuch of thc Llnitccl States lrc lockecl oilt of thc oPl)ortu-

nill fbr 1;resclrool cclrrcatiorr fcrr no rcason brrt tlrc acciclcrrt of birtlr altci btldgctar\

cIeices of tllc qovenunclit. \\'lrilc chilclrcrr of thc privilegc(l arc oftetr givert i'crita-

ble fcrsts of riclr dcvcloprricntal carli' eclttcatiott.

ln Ncu,York Clitr, firr cxaniple, lfflrrent parclrts pav surl)risinglr largc strnts of
lurollcv to crrroll tlrcir vorrngstcrs, begirrrring at ilrc age of t\\'o or tltrce, itt crtraor-

clinlri, carlr-cclrrc:rtior progr:llns that givc thenr social coltlpctettce artd rllclirlrclr-

t:rrr pcclaqogic skills rrrrknonn to chilclrcn of the sartrc :rgc irr tlie cit\''s Poorcr
ncighborlroclcls.'l'lrc nrost cxchrsive of the private presclrools itr Ncn'Yttrk. n'hich

:lre kr)o\\'1 tg thosc \\'lro c:ur affcrrcl therrr as "l alrv lvies," cost ils ltltlcli as 524,0(X)

frrr u ftrll<lar' l)rogranl. C)olrpetition for aclrrrission kr these prc-K scliools is so cx-

trcnre tlrat pri\,atc cottttsclors are frcqllentlv rctaillcd. at fees as high as $30f) arl

hotrr, to gtricle the parents tlrrorrgh tlrc applicatrorl pr()ccss.

At the opltosite crtrenrc along tlie cconollric spectnur) in Ncu'York arc thorr-

sancls of chilclrcn *ho rcceir,c no presclrool opporhrnih'at all. Exactlr'hrtn'tttittlt'
tliorrsarrcls are clcniecl this opporturrih' in Nov York Citv and in othcr rriaior citics

is alrnost irrrpossiblc to knon'. Nrrnrbcrs that originate itt govertttttetrtal agcrlcies irr

luiany st:rtcs are ircorrrplete arrcl imprccisc ancl clo not aln,avs cliffcrcrttiatc u'ith clar-

itr bctu'een autheltic prc-K programs tlrat havc cclucati\,c altcl clevcloprlcrttal strb-

stancc :urd tlrosc less cxpensivc cliilcl-carc ilrralrgclnents that clo rtot. Btlt evell

ufiere statcs ckr cornpile nunrl)ers tliat refcr specificalli'to eclucatii'e Prcschool Pro-

graurs, it is difficult to kros, lron,rrrarn,of thc chilclrctt r."'ho:trc servc(l are of lo\\'

irr.u,rr", sincc aclmissions to sorne of tlrc state-suytportcd Prograltts arctr't cieter-

rrrinecl ll, lorv irrconre or the\, :rrc dcternlirrcd bv a contplicatecl sct of firctors of
r.r'hiclr povcrh' is ottlv otte.

'l'lrcrc are rcrriarkablc crceptiorrs to tlris pattcrrt itr sotttc sectiorts of thc rratirln.

Irr NIilri'aukcc, frrr cramplc, r'irtrralli'evcrr'fortr-r'ear-olcl is tror.i'ettrolled in a 1>re-

limilrarr,kirclcrgartcrr progrillr), u,hiclr:rtnottttts to n ftrll t'ear of 1>resclrool eclttc:r-

iion, prior to :r sccr ncl kin<lerg:rrtcn vear for fii'c-r'car-o1cls. \lorc c,'ttttttt,ttlr itt
rrr|arr rieiglrborhoocls, large rrurrrbers of lou-irrconre clrilclren are clellicd thesc oy>-

portrrnitics ancl cornc into tlrcir kirrclcrgartcrr ve:rr u,ithorrt tlrc ntirritrrai stlcial skills

th:rt clrilclrerr ncecl irr oltlcr hr plrticilute iu cl:tss:tctivitics atrcl n'itlrottt cvelt silch

vcrvnroclcstcarlr-leanrirrgskillsasknoriirghon toholcl acravotroraltcrruil.iclerr-
tifi perhaps a couplc of slr:t1>e ancl colors, or recogrlize that prirttccl Pages go frolll
left to right.

'l lrrcc vears Iatcr, iri thircl gracle, tlrcse clrilclren lrc ilrtro(lucccl kr n'hrtt arc

krron.rr as "higlr-stakes tests," rihiclr in nranv ttrbatt svstelrls rtori clctcrtttirrc n'lietltcr

sttrdcnts crul or carrnot bc pronrotcci. (llrilciren rllto havc lrcett irr 1>lr,grtrrns likc

Srru- SBp,tRqtn, Srru- tJxngu,tt-:
AntprucA's Enuc,trroNAl ApenrHEID

Jonathar-r Kozol

\larrv Americans n'ho livc far frorrr orrr nrajor cities ancl u.lro lrave no firsthand
knori'ledgc of thc rcalitics to be forurd in urbarr public schools seenr tn liave tlie
rathcr vaguc arrcl general impressiorr tlrat tlre great extrenes of racial isolatiorr tlrai
n'crc natters of grar,c natiorral sigrrificance sonre thirh.fivc or forh r,ears ago have
qraciuallv lrut stcaclilv climinishccl irr rrrorc rcccnt vears. 'l'he tnrth, trnlrappilr', is

tluri thc trcncl, lor n'cll ovcr a clccaclc lori, has bccn prccisclv tlre reverse. Schools
that n'crc alrcaclr cleeplr segreqatccl tri'crrh.fivc or thirtr \,ears aqo Arc llo lcss scg-

rcgatccl nor.i,, n'hile thousarrcls of other schools arourrcl tlrc countn' th:rt hacl

been integratccl citlrcr voltrntarilv or b1' the forcc of l:ru' have since been rapidlv
resegrcgating. . . .

I{cprirrtcd lrr pcnrrissiorr oftlrr nrtlror.


