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Taxing Motherhood

Nl:rni peoplc bclicvc tlrat tlre \\rage gap cxists becnrrse \\'olllen choosc to carc fcrr

chilclrcrr. Btrt clo tlro rcllli'choose to be 1>aicl less for cloing thc sanrc n'ork thcr,
clicl bcforc giring birth? l"orget the monrmv track: too nian\.\\'ol)cn fincl them-
selves shuntecl trnn,illinglv onto thc nt<ltrnrv siclctrack. F'nrstratecl ri'onren talk
aborrt hon'. oncc tltcv carrrc back frorrr rrratcniih'leare, colleagrres bcgarr to trcat
tltcrtt as trrrrcliablc urrcl trrrproniotable-alurost riillfnllv ovcrlookirrq allv eviclence
of proclrrctivih'.

Undervaluing Women Workers

l'lvcn'cla),, \\'onrell n,orkcrs' srrggcstiorrs arc clisrnissecl-onlv to bc discussccl scri-
ottslv w'hetr rna<lc lrr';r rr:ll. Or ri,'lren enrplovers trrnr to olcl bo1'lrctu,orks rnther
tharr public postirrgs to rccnrit neu,tllent. Or ulrcrr irrtcrvien's or screening tcsts

prizc rnalc strengths or clceper voiccs, cvcrt tlrotrgh uonen's strenqtlrs arrd conr-
rnrrrricutiorr shlcs coLrlcl accorrrplish the job jrrst as lvcll.
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Tun Soxs Ar-so RrsB

Paul Kruglrall

America, nc all krrou, is the lancl of opportunitl . Yorrr succcss irr life clepencls on
rour abilitr rlcl clri.,e , not orr nlro vorrr fathe r n,as.

Jtrst ask thc lluslr brothers.'lalk to l,llizabeth Chcner', nfio lrolcls a specialll,
creatctl Strrtc Dcpartnrent job, or her hrrsbancl, chicf cotrnsel of the Oflice of N4arr-

rrgcr r re nt and lludgct. [r r tcn,ien l ,ugcr rc Scalia, the to1> lau'\'cr at thc l,abor Depart-
tnctrt, arrcl Jarct I{chrrclrrist, irrspcctor general at tlrc Department of Ilealth ancl

Ilurrrrn Seniccs. Ancl clorr't f<rrgct to clrcck in nith Williarrr Kristol, cditor of 'I'he

\d'eeft1r Sturtdorcl, arrcl tlrc conscn'utir,'e conuncntltor Jolrn Poclhoretz.
Wlrat's interestinq is lron' little conrrrrcrrt, let :rlone criticisn, this roll call has

occasiotrecl. It rrriglri bc jrrst irnotlrcr case of kid-glovcs trcatrncrrt bl'the meclia, but
I think it's rt slrnptotn of :i broacler phenouicrrorr: irrlrcritccl status is rnakirrg r
conrcback.

It has rrln'avs becn g<lod to lrar,'e a ricli or pou'erful father. Last lr'cck nrv Prirtcc-
t<rrr cof lcagrrc Alarr Knrcgcr u'rote a cohrlirr lor'['he Tinres srrrvcr"irrg st:rtistical shrd-

Oopuiglrl .t.l 2002 lrr tlrc Ncrl York'l irres O<i. l{cprirrtecl litlr pcrrrrissiorr.
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ics that clcltrrrrk thc rrrttlrokrgr of Anrcric:rn socr:r1 rrrobilih. "lf tlre Llrritecl Statcs
sllttttl.,rttl itt totlPlrlir,rrt uillr ,rtlrtl r.r,rnrlrit.s." lrc rirr,lr.. "il is irr lr,rrirrg it tn()r(.
static clistriltrrtiott of irtcorrt'JLr()\\ gcr(rrrtiorrs nitlr fcricr opporturritic's lirr acl-
vatlcctrtcttt.",'\rrd Kcvin Plrillills, irr Iris book "\\/caltlr arrcl Dcrrrocr:rcr'," shrlns thirt
robbcr-lurorr frrrtrrrr.s llrvc bccn f:rr nrorc Pcrsirtcrrl tlrrrrr leqcrrrl rr,,rilcl lun.c it.

Buttlrc ltast is orrlr'prologrrc.,\ccor.dinq to onc stuclv citccl br Nlr. Klrcqer, tlrc
lrcritlbilitr ofstrttrrs ltas lrccn irrcrcasirrq irr rcr',-,rrt tlc.,r.ler. -\rrci tlr,rt's jrrst tlrc be-
ginrlirrg. [.lrrcler]rittg econonric. socirrl md political trencls riill givc thc chilclrcl 6f
toclar''s uc:rltlrv lr lrrrgc aclvarrtuge ovcr tliosc ulrr, r'h,,rc lh. riri,nq l):lrents.

I"or one tlririg, tlrcre's rrorc privilcgc to p;rss orr.'l'lrrlh ,..rr rg,, thc c.lr.o. gf
a rltaior corllPar)\'rias a bttrcaucrat-ncll plicl, l;ut rrot h-Lrlr uc:rlthr'. IIe collc|r't
give eitlrcr his position or rt largc ftrrtrrrrc to lris heirs.'l'odar's ilipcrial Cl.E.O.'s,
lll cotttrast, riill lc:ne vrtsI cstrttcs bclrincl-:rrrcl tlrcv arc ofterr ab]e to qirc tlreir
clrilclrerr ltrcratii'c iobs, too. Nlore broadlr', thc spectacular irrcreasc in Arrrcric;rn
ineclualitr hls nradc the gaP l>ctneerr tlrc riclr anrl tlre nriclclle class uidcr, arrcl
herrcc nrorc clifficLrlt to cross, tlran it uas in tlre 1>ast.

\lcarruhilc, tttre kcv cloor-nav to rrpnarcl nrobilitr-a goocl cchrcation sr.stcm,
availablc to all-hls been c'losirrg. Nlolc ancl rrrore, arrrbitious irarcnts fccl that a

lnblic school cduc:rtiorr is a clcacl end. lt's tcllirrg tlrat jack ()nrl>rran, tlrc forrrrcr
Salonort Srttitlr Barncv utralvst, ap1>arcrrtli solcl his sorrl not frrr 1>crsonal riealtlr but
fcrr tn'o ltlaccs irr thc right nulserv school. Alas, rrrost,'\rrrcricarr sorrls aren't lcrth
enough to gct thc kicls irb thc c)Znd Strcct Y.

Also, tlrc hcritabilifi'of status nill be rniglrtilr rcirrfrrrcccl lrl tlrc repeal of thc
cstate tax-a pritrte cratnl>lc of thc oclcl nav in ri'lrich 1>trblic policl irld ptrblic
opirriorr hal'c sliiftccl il favor of rtrcusrrrcs tlrat bcrrcfit tlrc ne:rltlrr', cyel as ollr so-
cich becorrres irrcrc:rsinglv class-riciclcrr.

It uasn't alnars tlrLrs.'l'1rc inflrrcrrtial clirrastics of ihe 2()tlr centLrrr', likc thc
Kettrtcclls, tlrc l{ockcfellcrs ancl, r'cs, the Suirberqcrs, llcccl a prrblic srrsl>iciorrs of
illrcritcd positiorr; thcv overcarrre that suspiciorr bv clenrorrstratirrg a strorrg scrrse
of noblessc obligc, jtrstifvirrg their cristencc bv stlrrding fbr hiqh principics. hr-
cle'cd, thc Kcttrtccli'lcgcrrcl lus a rihilf of llorrnic l)rirrcc Charlic rrlrorrt it; the right-
frrl hcirs ncrc rtlso ltcrceivcd ls clefcrrdcrs of tlrc clori'rrtr-oddcrr :rglirst thc punerfirl.

Btrt tocllri's lrcirs fecl rro ttcccl to dcrrorrstrlrtc collccnl f<rr tlrosc lcss ftrrtrrrratc.
Orr tllc cotttran, tltcv rre oftcrr rvid clelerrclcrs of tlrc prlu'crful agairrst thc cloul-
troclclcn. Nlr. Scalil's prirrcipal pcrsonrrl clainr to lanrc is lris crLrsrrcle aqlirrst rcgu-
latiorrs tliat 1;rolect riorkers frour crgonorrrc lr:rzrrrcls, ulrilc \ls. Rclirrclrrist lias
attracted cotttrolcrsv becuttse of lrcr clforts to ncukerr tlrc prrnislrrnent of lrcalth-
crrc colrll)illlics frlrrrcl to liavc conrrrrittccl flaucl.

'['lrc rtfficial idcolrtgr of Atttcrica's clitc rcrrrairrs orrc of rncritocracr, jrrst as orrr
political lc:rclcrslrip prctcrrcls to lrc poprrlist. llrrt tlrrrt rr,rr't lrrst. Soorr crrorrglr, orrr
socictt uill rcdiscovcr tlte itttportancc of good brceclirrg, rrrrcl tlrc rrrlgarih: of tal-
cntccl rrltstlrts.

I?or vertrs, <tltirriorr leaclcrs lr:rvc tolcl rrs th:rt ii's all aborrt farrrily r,'alpcs.,'\rrcl it
is-l;trt il tvill t:rkc ir nlrilc l;cfrrrc rrrosi lrcoplc r-r.rrlrzc tl rat tlrcr urearrt tlre vrrlrrc of
c,,trtirrq fr.111 ll,. riglrl Irrrrilr


