
Page 1 of  4 
 

The Storyboard 

 

The Advantages of Storyboarding 

By Kylene Arnold   

 

Storyboards are pictures of each shot in a film [as visualized by the filmmaker before actual 
shooting of the film begins]. They may be as simple as stick figures or as complex as full-color 
illustrations created by a storyboard artist. However, regardless of their level of complexity, their 
function remains the same: to develop and communicate the director's vision to other crew 
members and executives. Some famous directors, such as Alfred Hitchcock, considered them an 
indispensable part of the pre-production process because of the advantages he gained from this 
previsualization technique. 

 

Refined Vision 

Storyboards force the director to translate his broad vision for the film into concrete, executable 
shots. During the storyboarding phase, he can experiment with different camera angles, 
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reorganize scenes or cut them to see how they impact the story. Some directors use storyboards 
as a reference during production to help them remember all of the shots they planned. They 
may also use them as a way to communicate their vision to producers or investors. 

 

Problem Identification 

A storyboard can serve as a paper edit of the movie, which allows you to identify weaknesses 
that may not otherwise be apparent until post-production. For example, when you "see" your 

film, you may discover that the pacing is slow, that several visually similar scenes are lumped 
together or that a particular scene is going to require more props, extras or visual effects than 
you had thought. Because storyboards are a tool that you can show to others, it allows them to 
help you identify these weaknesses and improve the film before you shoot it. 
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Common Reference 

When a director communicates his vision using words, other members of the crew may not 
receive the mental image he had intended. Storyboards allow every crew member to have 
exactly the same vision. They also provide a reference for the crew to use throughout the film so 
they can prepare for upcoming shots without having to ask the director to restate his intentions 
for each one. When the crew knows what kinds of shots to prepare for, they can prepare more 
efficiently and appropriately.  

 

Budget Savings 

Time is a precious commodity on a film set. Each minute is worth hundreds or thousands of dollars in 
salaries and equipment rentals. Storyboards allow key crew members to make decisions in pre-
production instead of taking time during production. It also helps the director avoid shooting 

useless footage or having to pick up additional footage at a later date. It may help prevent 
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mistakes, rushed judgment calls and miscommunications, which increase the time and money 
used on the film. The better prepared the crew is, the more streamlined the process can be and 
the cheaper they can make the film. 

 
NOTE: Images are not in the original. This is a modified version of  material sourced here:   
https://ourpastimes.com/the-advantages-of-storyboarding-12591121.html  
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