
lsraeli Americans

kndis in rhe UniGdSratcs.arn in.omes th!t
rppma(h tho$ olnrive bon $hircc lcanl
lDgliJh csily, frcqu.nllyn.iiyU.s.itizens,

'nd.rl,L rh,gh nk\ol tr!nLizr on Cen
ddllr Nhik rhcy dMUnkr liUlc Elidldis
(ihindi.D. i\{or.ove. thc} hav. cay i(ss
!o tlr ,\m.rnan JeFnh .o'nmunity. virhin
\vhi.h they oilcn 1Lv. and rvork (Cold aM

D.spit rhe$ !!bi',ncnt, hovev*,,fter
rcsnlins iD nr United Sbre. for d..ad.s, h
rdn al on never dcs.ribc thenselvs as

A'nernan!,.o.,alnc rlmoi edu.ivdl $iih
olhnkraclis,keepin rouchwilnandvisnh.

cloftd,,iDd lreqnendy rcfcr to theirplanr
ro rcturn home (Shok.id 1933).Studieshav.
sho$n thd.v.n rhe se.ond gcn$tion .on
!i',u. to .all ihemdrs lrndis"nlherrhrn
,{mcri..nr b),i Nid. nrgin (tJricly r995).
Coisqlcrdy. lsneli A'n.ri.rx ar. .hamc.
rcrn.dbr ntrmcNusoppotuniries 1o join rhc
hon$.icry-sp..iallyrhe Am$ic,r' kwish
.onmuriry 

'tlrlainsnDgfc.lin8sof 
ir'

h.hn.d ,o a,d idcnrifiqiion uith i.ir
.ounty ot.rigir Thk.haprcr dir.uscs (he

.xpdictr( of lsmeliAneri.rnsrnd PayssPe

.irl cnrion ro (h! ,r:/s thq rek'n i hom.
county.bird idoiiiywhih iclivclyPrnici

To undft$rnd the exp.ri.n( olkncli nii

Bnrs,three rsclr.hcf (rn ,\ncriqn m.n,
anAd.nrnNo:nan,.nd in lsruelir.nrt
colL.dcd svenl fonJordar bdv.cD iune
l ee l and April r9e6. ,\ mljor source Nii e7
in {leplh ntr(vior kon{lrdcd ii borh lh
lircwand Endnh) wirh r so.nlj/dntnc em
ple of khcli i'n.iignnt and orhe. knoNl.
ldge,blc rbout ih eir .on nun iry (44 vom.n
r 53men,indddi'igborhtltrvifcandhtr!
bandolni'r.ouple9.lnaddniotrroin d.Pdl
lnr.Ni.rLs, rvc .l$ .ondudcd prii.iprnt ob
s.rvriion rcsarth tr vrictyoarcLigiousind
s.d .r con'nutrny rc(ivilGs ind olher ls'
fu.li stixs (Gokl 19t2, rq94r, 1997).

I tace me p.KoDilfttrs( in lsndiin.
misrdior to r{o issues Fidl,i,t.otrtdro
'mnl 

mignnr sKrll\Nhorrcd, iv.n ro Lcive

th.n hohcl.nds by poliii.al or economi. trl
mulr ,nd rtnis, Israelis htk. r .onsious
.hoi.. to emisrtt.nd hrvc lhc fr{don ro
return H,ring.ompl.redsevml rr.orrc
5!rch on refugee srorpJ Nh. wuc Jor...l to
go rbrcad ro stre1lc, I a.und rh. s.l of iJ-

sus No.irtd Nnh i \ohnhrv lhmigturl
sroup su.h as nroriys r.f .xir, Pln..x ol
rdjunment, !,d pla's ror rtniis

Nnrr' dy4d -,1lrtroir. ' '^'I 'tr ' 
rd roq



home-intiguing (Cold r992, r9954. sc.
ond, rs atr I'ncrnan Jcu,I rnr fasinated b]
thc tcnrion b.tuccn my groups mixed and
somerimes conki(iicrory r'edin95 orconic
tion ro rh. Unn.d SiitcFhonr ro rhe lalg
cnkwish populaiionin theworld,.lbeit$i
rcligious nrinoirv ind their cmorioi. .o'
vi lirael, rehnh dm. imo crrtcD.cas l

'lhe p.ni.uhrs or rh. d,tioDshiP bc
$co,^msnn lc$ d hrtrelireunique.
Housri b&ans the United SlaB i5a nr-
rioiorinhlg trt,'no$,^'ndi.rrh*.thc
porcnirl rocxp.ri.nc.onfl icting ft elingsof
idenrifi.atior bchreen rhe UniledSkteJind
thc .otrDri's Da rMn an.stos or .o rli
giorists, b. t|tyChina Mexno. Holland, or

dicsoforigin be they Moro(o, Poland, Y.

Dtring $e l970s rnd 1930s, dnd in the
r990s ro r hse dcgr., hndiim'nignnt
hi€ been vifled byAheicin te$ ind 15-

delh 1lile s viol,to6 ofzionist id.ology
!M a potcrthl thrcd to thc sudiEl of th.
JNish naie. As a consequena, they have
be.n referEd !o d v'ntu'Fa signattin8
H.brcs tcrm thdderribs those \vho d.
scend"fmmthe"hish* pli.eof lrmeitothe
Diaspofu, ,s oppo..d ro inhtrlns, rhe
ol',,, lrho aycnd"lrom rhe Dirspontoh
nel.Howeve. in rccent )ei6,tro1h Gneland
rheAn4i.!n hwish c.mmutrnyhiv. uk.n
a norc con.iliatory appmtr.h toMrd lsncli
expirriare.. Anfican h*s prcvld. knelk
sith communat asisranrt, ard knd olf.K
nsovfrs.d.itizcnsr packagcof vrvncsand
beneit, including outei.h in rhe Unired
5dtes, rnd swi.s rDd fin,n.irl i'n.ntivs
to enounge their return hon. (Rosn
l99r). Hcice, !h. p.li.L.s.nd icrions ofk.
n.l d $. l'ncri. ,cwish co'n'nuDitv
hrvcsrvedboth to fi.ilitar. md limnhn.
lis nflgtr inloAmeri.?n kNnhlife.

Uhen .sked why rhe) .ime to the Uniled
sules, fr o$kh.lisoaf.nd on.oathrcc ovcr
lapping respon*Hconomi. oppoiuDitics
(includins *htdionl f.mily fido6,.nd i
n.ed for broadcr horizons (C.ld l917;
Rosen leer;sob.l les6jHdnDn 1e33).Ior
exanple,Yosi.who nowworksasabuilding
contadon lllud$ 10 borh brortleninshk
horizont d inne ing..onomn opportu
ni(ies tr he dsditrs hn dedre (o .one to rhe

lsnclk in rhc LJnned srarshave i complex
elhnic idenli(]: AlthotrBh ill are le$s, th.I
vary snarlr in (hclf dogrc. of rcligious ln
\olvcmcrtatrd dr. ur,vs in whi.h rh.y pnc
rice then relisior, which diverga.on.ider
.bly &codi'ig ro rlrir dcnomimtionn
riiliador ridphilosophyof lif..Asndl fra.
rion of Israelis .r devortlr onhodox .nd
pilniikidst .onlorn 1o !n cxrensive cod.
or ri'url rcqundn.nb. rh. v t 

'najoritr.howcvtr, re scularand lolloN a pirternof
lilc rtpnrl olrvsth indu$ndt.d nariotrs.
,^s : trtrri.tr or mmignrt, kra.l cn.onl
piscs pcrons rviih virious ndionalorigins,
mnging lrom .ansn ind wsrern Etrropqto
rlr. 

^nrrnr\, 
N.n[ 

^ni.a, 
rid thc Middlc

Iai.All of dr.sc niiioniliry groupsar repR
scntd wirhiir rhe l${oli Afrcrian popuh'
tion sir.citfoundinghrlfaftnruryreoin
r943, rhc i.rlon ofl.rid hd {orked ro de'
vclop r ronnnoD .uLrurc, dnphsizin8 th.
shared expeieDc tr lsneln mther rhin ?s

lcLvs,p.rr.NNdrlr.lN, nrtryorits.itiTns
r.mai'i rta.lrd ro rhc habib of their coun



/\ tunly hrg. nunbei senenlly Nomcn , nd
.h ild rcDi .anc ro acco mp. ny then husba.ds
{nd fithen$hosoughrc.onomnbe(smen(
atrd cdu.ationd opporiunity (Kinhi r990;
lipncr 1937).For.i!mpie,in 1936,Dariagc
roan Anreri. .niTn r(ounred iora ihnd
or.ll knelnuho rc.cived i'nmigr:nr $drur
ro tu unncdsribs (Herman lee4 e2). Fur
tlEmoF, in neld\york int ri.ws, khdi. of.
ten mcnrioncd..mlnSlo the uni(ed sbrsto
,oii Ela t iv$. Icncding thc orlEs eolrhe
e'ncpro..$,Cfr igl6s intheUnir.dsbrsde-
frib.d bringinS krlcti retdiy* rnd fri.nds

lsraelis uho \ycrc slf c'nploycd prior ro
n'iSorion ind Nho rctain rhcir cDrcpn.
neuml pu(uit. h rhe unired sbrs asst
rhd rhe unitd shtcs nr bdrrlo.arion lor
.,pnrlnri. endeivor $ri krcl (Uriely
r994rCold r994b).Thais!cllcdd in rhe fol
lo*ins ex.hang. Nirh ,:migrd ir rh.$L
nrnt br5ii.$ id Lor Angeles:

Fo!'h.peof k\hovd.iD bsin$h ko€1,)ou

iun knowcd lbryoneb do b'RitrAs.^Esia

l.ik. va.ious sroups in borh pFvious and
a,rent ,niSranr rlo$5,IsFetis are involvcd in
rhain nisration Thcprcenccoleniblnhed
.ocdinic. in rhe hon society is a valurble E-
soure rorrakr miSnnb.Ir toNe^ the so.iat
rnd eomn rcir 6e!id\d s rh mgn

ceiving.onnuniri... ktueti5 ilso c2s thcir
nrtleocnl in the Unitcd Sbrs by rcsidins
in th. Jcuish ncishborhoods in nrajor citics
(Ilcnan ind ralonbinr resr).

llthough mo$ kneln enrr rhc Urir.d
SlaB vnh $c spc.in. g.$ ofedncdioD,
.conomn rid ses adv.ncenenr, or t nity
trnifi ition.anolhcr grotrpidves ispartof a
''S.culrPilsrimrge ol yoild hvel rhat is a
.om,non rir. ofpa.sse inronS tsractn t t.
lo{ins their nrilitary sftvice, whnh is com
pulsoryaormenand\yom.n alikc{Ben Ani

kmeln ink iclvcd in Los Angdcs atrd
Ne$ York described how dry h.d .ome io
drc utrircd srareJ is pirr of rhcn kiwls,
pnked up ajob ro eirn $me cNh,and ficn
h,d "3okn nuck bcous of .conomn
opporrunirics, mr i.n.hips, or olhe h.
torFfor i p{iod longd Dn rh.} hidini
tiallypl,nned. hii. ds(ib.d rhis:

^lgdA.xidlh$Imdmywifedlbd:hqlI

iMddnionrlexplindion lor kmeli emi
sntion isthc dcsn. robcourideof rcoi-
fines ot (he ,eNish sbt. for suppoi.B of ts
Bcl, dircd criricisn of rhc hwnh nare by
thos.tiviry bcyond irs bordm isRcn isdi5
ld)"I ind. as such, is rclirively iDlrcqu.nl
dmong tm scr.Hobn$,ir .{pLJ ninSNh)

'hev 
rch Jrmcr. lcniin nrsnitr Ja(bed

feelinss ofdisillusiorm.nl or i gen*J trni,
rudcortror bringatrle ro fi i i'no th.so.iit or
dc. knelis$hoan non dismdizcd crlrt.
br.4olnds sometincs d,tn (hey left bc
quy of di$riminarion.Iinallyjkrtr.lirocci
sionilly dsaibe dr.t crir aran efion to cr
.rp. nililiry dnty and rhc evtr pmcnt
violcncc a$o.id1ed wilh life ir th. Middle
tan (Sobel 1936). /\...nlins ro in kr&ti
gov.rflncnt $rimate. abour fiv. p*cenr of
dlpermrncntcniig n6sxirbe.ausof ideo-
bgnal re6ons{Yismcl slidinu 1995).
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Demographi. and Economic

thc numb' oal$aeln i" rhc unit.d sraies
hds b.cn r subjd of inFns contoved, In
ar.t, givcn their broad amy or Ntionll ori
giN rnd then onsoing Links to various na
rions ind ctrhu l l.ms, nr rry definition
olri Isrcli isproblcnitic,mikinsrhcn.tru
mcnrion diffi .u11. I loN.vci c$i'narcs baed
on rlt 1990 Us. ccnsus, the 1990 Nalioful
levish Poptrlarion Su .y, 

"nd 
kradi.cnsus

dib suggsr thrt rpproximalel] 100,000 ro
190,000 Jcwish knelis liv. in rh. Unit.d
Stares,wirh about 10,000 in drc grat.r Nclr
York arca and rppf.xi'mtly halfrhat nun
ber Livi',Bil Los ingcles (Gold indPhillips

Ismelk in rhs Unircd Stabs knd ro be

rduq F.r.xrnplc,i'r l990.79pecnrof ls
ml bo., pmons in New \brk rtrd 70 p0
cenr of l.i.disinLos]\rgdcsverbelowage
4.1. hr bofi .onnunitien rhcre v*. non
nilerlhin f.'nals ThcnDiiirg. Rt otls
ncl,sLivi',gLtrN.wYoLkisttunehigh ibotrr
30 pncnr ir 1930. At ih. sm! ridq Nse
York b6edkneln dn orcc nrHrbcnkcn
nlo |.rcdr and fnr peranr is lower rhan
loi olh( N$v York Jews, vho.e at of d1

vorce is l0pe@nl kkli. iko tcnd ro hrv.

'non.|ildntr 
pcrfi'nilvlhanAneican.born

^..ording 
ro thc r990.cnsus, kLaclis in

theUnitedshrsare rel.rivelvw.llcdu.led,
Fin)'lolr prt.cnt ir N.w Yoik d 53 per
.cnr in LosAngeleshavear leistsomecoucsq
Dd lcs rhan ls peKenr ineirhercillai. no.
high school smduare!. In bolh Nc! Yorkitrd
Lo.  ngelcs,,l'no$ hrlf rhc populadon aged
?.1 Io 65 rrc cmployed ?s nin.seis,adminis-
trroa, profe$ionil5,or tahni.al sP..ialist.
,\Dodr.rqurtr in both.ities are enployed
iir$1e5. Ac.o in8b rhe l9e0..trrus, rl'cir
dcolscllcrplol'ndn 22 pcncnt is rh.
k.o h*h.$ oa all nationrliry groups in
rhc Unired Srat! exce*led oilr tJy Xorernr
Thshi8h ntcofsdf onploym.ntisrchieved

hycrrcnsivc..ononi.coopff dion-inyok-
ing coerhnic hning and sub.ontadirg
and ry rhc.om.ntationof kraelis ina nun
bcrof arcN of e.onomi. specnl;arion. En
tepreneuiship lonS hr bccn i viablc c.o
nonic$htcgyfor JRish inmiennt 1o the
Unit.dstat swho,i5i grcup,arepanr!oan
extensive lmdirion of $lacm!lol'ncnt pnor
ro th*iiriv,l r diis.ouDql hmelisare no
trbly activc in the real shte, connrucrion,
jewelry and dhfrond, rcbil salcs, sc.urny,
81rm.nr,cngim.ring, 3nd media indnnries

A. !h.n B.mnlll lunatnr o..upations
nig|t i'idi.atc,th..rLningsof lsnelis in the
urircd siatcs are .onsidemble. In facr per
sons h.ins rhd dnccsrl ro kncL ank fifth
in fiDily in.ofr. out or 99 an.cnry groups
hbul,'cd in thc leeo cnsus (Yoon leeT).
Enployed kneli d.n r.idir8 ir NA{ York
Ciry{ere nrki$,on avcngc,approxi'nat.l)
trs,000 annuallv in 1939,.nd thencountcr
prtsin LoJAig.lo. r{$. mrkingri avco8c
ol,lmo$$a9,000 Th.s. fi gurcs.xceed ihose
ofzll fonign born men in eirhs.itr ind
b*t the eimlngs.f cvcn n.iivc-born $hi.c5
in Los Aigd.s Thc grcarcrcrnin8s ot Los
,^ngels lsracli men verus N${ Yorke* cin
be ..cotrnred ror by lhcir li*hcr ts or
scli-cmplor'ndr and thcn.on.rnration in
.onnru.tion.vhi.h v.s. lucnrive ocd,ptu
{ion during much ofr|t ]970s rnd r930s in

Employel lrneliwohcninNcNYorkind
Los lng.lcsalsocrrn morc rhan thcavcBg.
forallforeign bornwonenbutmakele$an
nually rhan ndiw-born vhio womed in
ther cni$. As idivc spokds ot II.b(F
Nho arc ofidi tri'rd rs cdu.atoG lsmdi
uomen freqnendv nnd employment tr in-
nrudo$ i" ,{m.ii.rn Jcuishsynagogucsrnd
schook. oihss Nork d profesionrt$ man
ise6and?dhinistdo6rndh dsicrl jobs,

 Lthough mcn hav. vcry high nks ollr
bor for.c prricipation, a surprising ly larye
fradionof kndiwom.naienor in rhelitror
m,ikct.Thisc bc.onsidcred D indi.ator



of hmelk e.onomic.dv.nft ndtovtr then
$rtusin kiidbe.!uscin thc.ountryof ori.
sin, a singh in.o'nc.ould not suppod rhc
taDilI, whneasitcin in rhe Utritdstat s.A
$n€y ol nauolt.d knclis in Nerv York
lound rhtrt.nly4 pfl.entohhewomenindi
.at.d housvife"as (heir o.cuPation in k
nel, rh*crs16 pcrccnr did so in the Uniied
Shtcs.Thisnakeshraelirdis(inc.fiommny
oth.r .ontenponry inmtnnt grouPs,
whi.h n.inuin highd labor forc panicipl
lion rtrt.s for vonen in rhe Uni{ed Starcs
di in thcn counties ol origin (Gold

Mo* kws who have enbrcd rhc Untrcd starcs
dnrinsthel.nS00yerBha{b.cn de jureor
dc 6do rcaugca, wirh fev opponrnitieJ for
rcturning to lhen .ounti.s of ongir BI
.onft n, hmdn nhi'r thc r.al po$ibiliryof
going b.ck to lrnclinrd.cd,Americ.n lew!
rc kwish iate, ind .ved thc inmignnts

thenslves scncFlly rgroc drat they should
rctun C.trscqu.ndI. rhis dntinsui.he. Is'
mlis fronr mon o$d hwish otant in U.s.

Althotrgh mon le*s inFiSnting to the
LJnitedskrcshlvcb.co'ncsrun.hlnation
.lnrn $otr !id thcn rrival, lsnelis in the
Unn.dsrboft n dis.us then d6ne roe'
turn hone, and many nlke fre'tucDr inPs
ba.kbthekwirhllh,.omdi'ns.ul'n'nat
ing in l)crmancnt i€pdriation,i5sen in the
$ordsof a.onrmuniqkader in l,osi.Schs:

if d r]tr$ arind'h( jobddrh.nonql

DdpiG !h.t rmbival.D( ,bout b.i"g
h.rc,hoclnhavcb.enadiveinbuildingtr life
aor rNclves in lhe United Shtes. In fid, k.
raeli idmigftn( in Los Ingclcs, Nctr York,
Chidgo, ,nd other .ities hir developed
nanla.rivities ind orsinizdion. 10 dsolve
then m4ivlngs rbout b.i.8 r rhc UDitcd
Sr .s. communiq rctiviiies indude social
Dinglvirh othtr kndisiliving n4r.oerhni6
Gnd rvilhin le*ish .onmuntrrs)i .onsun)
ing ll.brcw Ltrguag. Drdia {producd in
borhtuunir.dsraksandknd)ifEquenrins
hraeli Eniunnt and iiShrdubsi atordirg
.eihnic sociil.vedh d'd ft hbr2!oDs; joir
ing k&li ssoci ion$ rvorking with othtr
hndis: onsuming good. ind scrviccst,ro
vidd tiy hhdi prolcsionals a.d entepre
trcuBik epingfundrin kndi tranki$iding
ki{15 ro kneli'ori.trtcd rcligiotrs, hnguagc,
rc(dioml, dry orc, rnd .ultnnl/ndion?l
rdiviti.si raising money for kncli ca$eri
qlling lsnel on (hc phon.i,nd ho$ing ls

ln rhe.ous. ol fidd\ork h l.o5 Angeks,
one Essarch 1c.rh Ldcrrilicd som 27 lsncli
olgdn,rLoN nDgmg ron synagogL'.s,
Hcbrevshools,indpoliti..l stuups rosout
ing proshm.,iponsft rms, hNncsNo.ir
tions, a cv.n i re.reation?l flying ch'b
(Cokt 1994i).Thk.umbd ololgrurlons
.i...ds tlDt crcr.d br otho middle da$
immigmntgroups in Los Anseler inckniing
lnniansand Soviel re$ Slch i mrlriplnity
of orsinizations.ll.Rs 6'nigr'ls to maN:in
vrriouskhdip'adi.srndoutlooksinth.

cender and Family Adaplation

lnne. yeE ) $!drofhBdhin rhcUincJ
Std.s,$c lind thd al$ough nrigmtion {r a

''family de.ision ind rhe fimilyaJa whole
enjoysecononicb.ncn$rsr rcsuh ortriigr:
iion,th.dc.isionronignkv6madebvlhe
men for the expanded edu.ario L ind.cctr.
parion.l opportunirics avrilxbl. i'i thc
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Uriied sriFs (Go1d rte5b! ltosenthrl d
r\uc r.h letl). Foreirnpl., hn described
h* nro\t ro d'r Unndl S1ar5 and cvcntual
nstrlemeni in lsncl,rs Jcrcnined by h.r
husb d's I.ndirg smduarc shool:

n! Bd dkr! r4r,Nchrd. sood and pqcful

on.ci" rhcUnir.dsrat.s,'noroncnenjoy
th! ben.lib ofsl.h cxpinded opportutrnies

d, ,(onling\ fecl mor. .ofrlonabk {ith
rhe ns, Driotr. llbmen, hoLvcvci Npeciilly
rhos ryiih.hitdnr ind enablishcd.ircers,
hrr. norc negativc vicNs ofmignrion. sur
rs rc{rrh rlveiled rhat kn.liwoden ft
lc$viificd\ynh/\ncfti andretainr$rcn.
8cr rtr\c orkneli d h$i.h i{lentitr rhan
d. men, who incusinsty$c rhc'nsclv.s tr
A,ncri.rtr [ven yh.n khdi\{ohen$orkin
rhe Unit d Srbi rher havc lc$ oli pmfcs
sion.l identiry rhatr mcn nnd would pEL o
rtun home (Kinhi I99o:tsl.

our oNd irrrvierys A Lv.ll tu the litftr
rure indi.atc rlurr tirge fndioD otkndi
vooen.om.rorhcUnnedShrsnotonhen
oNn volitiod trui onb, ro r.cohpany rhcir
husbands. who scdk e.onoDri. ,|d edtro
rioiil improvon.nri * seD in rhc words of

'anqnlrDsbodanrforr 
jdb I hidbkd.

,nrloband Ihid'oijnrlD.Ljob d il wsEr),

von$.obinsoo,hrnoNr,b( if pu ook d
hNlos5 trr r. os@ohsafrrjob5od i
kk! aE of fitrdii3 !Pi.kHl,lltrdiDs rhook

Onc in $c Unircd Siab, thr.ugh rheir

yelop a soc'al rrrork and a posnivc .en$ of
s.li Women. hoLrcvci ohen Emain isolded
iD rhc hone-sddled with rhe hskof .ari'rq
for .hitdntr in i nmns. ncL' counry ana
l&king r(s ro so.iil nenro&s. Funher
more, beous. dry ire reJponsibtc for child
rcanng .nd many ol $c ft'hilyt doncrn
and sociar a.rivnie., kmeti won.n are rhe
r,mily nenbfls who 

'no$ 
dnecd),.onlionr

alie. ,|nni.an 50.ial noflns ,nd cultunl
pr.clic6. Sepam rd tom lhe resou(es ind
knowlcdge toNhich $cyh,daca$aihonq
kraeliimmiSrrnrvomen und trndome$ic
rnd comnunalrasks-nrch asbu dids so
.d nceorks, findins ,ppoprirre (hools
ind re.rcrtiondl adiviries, dc,ling uirh
reach*s rnd dodosi oblainingday oFj ind
rhc lik.-ro be ttun. difliculr in rh. United
shtes. Ths inaetre in difli.ul.y in woncnt
hsks 

" 
conta$.d .o rhe virious advinrags

U.s. pe$na rields forhu.bindsinvolvcd in
thee.ononi.sphere,asde(db.d[r]!tichJ:

r,nconvinedftohillorarndsd rhe!ru,L
iryofritu in LGd nbcnelhan rhequxfirbqe
ind rb.pbucm for kneti'!dErD,{hdhr rhrr

1dbodrorhe.)itdmn$indr)orwo c\h{.

$hooL? You ddl vih rh. Nbli.rrneD if lo!
ddDol afrord b knd 10 privd.{hodl.iI rhos
rhiigs. ind rhey r:tLon rhL Nooan. ThL, dorr

hopdu[ybnrssrtrbrcad. rhd,sdt hLdoq

Ii is imponrn!ro nor. rhrtdrhoush'mnr
orrhc c.ononic rdvrnhss ol lhc U.S. nay
qn beDrft hEeliryonrnrswdl.snor.dle
to rhe gendc brcd division ol ldbo. drl
nos commonry go ro nen alonc. Lipn{\
(1e37) rcsc,i.h indicatcs di1 an Ln.li
woh.nt f.mil) $atu. ind involvcmcnl hr
mu.h todovirh hdopinion of rtrc uniGd
skres. YourS.r women lvho hid fey so.i.l
ana.hmcn6priorro migm(ion (1.., nochil



drcn or Bhblish*l c.i..s) looked foRid
ro nignrinslndcnjoycdbeingin th.Suts
Howev&.wonrn who hrtl.hildrctrtrnduho
,!crfor.cdtosiveup goodpositionsin knel
h .one h rhc Unncd States hi(i ! nudl
hard{!in.,.xperGn.inSlheir.xitrs"dNrs
uuig (Lipntr LqrT rr4 45l

In En.rr'q on then e\r{.it n rh.
Utritcd staks. I$ieln contist the naiioni
positive e.onofri. rM o..updional cnvi
retrmcnr ro irs.ommnnrl and cultunl lirbil
itics, Inrnignnts llmor univcBrlly Esaftl
lsmel a5 i b{r.r ph.. for kids.It ireGi lN
te,ler socrl pr.blcms, and does ior i'nposc
rh. lnanilold genen(ioi,l .onni.ts kndk
.onftontwhen ft n$gdlildren i' theUnncd
ShreJ. ru{hci,norc, in k$d, icNs ar $.
.ultunlly ind fligiousiy dominant 3roup.
The innnutions ofthe lars* so.i.rI tcrdl
chlldnn H.bnv and in$ud th.'n i', b6i.
n!ioDrl,cthni.,andreligious idcniiryas{ell
as i'r ,e\vish hn(ory.Ilow.vc4 in.om'n31o
rhe UniodS[tilrn lisb.comeaminorny
siouprnd losc.onrnunil ndLvorksbas.don
hni$ tuiendship, rnd i.iSlibo'hood thd
providd i so.i,l lif. and asisbn.e in nning

Thcpresn.sollo!trgorshool ige.hil.
dren in k .L iinDrigranr fimili$ ofr.n
hcighrcns then imbivrlcn.c abour beins in
rh. Unitd Sutcs. Rol..hrngs rohc.incs
o.c!r bdwccn parentsand childtn, wi.h rhc
youtrgs gcncnnon sirnr!8 rt PoN.rversus
thc oLd.. Thk ir b.c.usc .hildrcn 8en{illy
be.ome Amsicnizcd rnd Learn EnSlhh
mu.h ai$crthrndo rhenpai.n6.[or.x]m
pl., rcspondci! Cirncll, rcponed thir h4
redrsrsorlv.uldre.dioh{id'ir.bysay
irg \{hd do }ou kn.N abour ir? You re lrom

Another source of armlll.onnh occur
when vlriou fimill nembffi die3tu n
sinlnrg rhcn .hosen .ounq' of rcsidcn.c
Ths.pbblemsaremdnd mri.uhcnone
spons n Ahericrn boi,r or hrs nranr Ans-
icin rchrivn,rndtbeothtr!fanily (ids'n
kncl Simihru .hlldrn who hart sp.nr

triudrof rhenlives in !hcUtrncdsrat.soh€n
prefer io iemiii, lhtrss drt parcn$ $ish
io reun to kracl. Finillrparcn( nry$isb
ro rcmin in the Unnd Shtcs lor.r.cr op
ponuni(iei,shcnachildren wish to rctm

ln gcnenl,ue iolnJ rhat hndi fimilies
vffe rc[rivdy icsilicni ir the Uniled Shtr
jtrd provided valuatrl! {$ifue rtrd sup
pon tothenmemb{s ,\t rhcsmc !Dr,k
noli r.mi1i.s sufcrcd from finin.ial prob'
h'ns, $pantion iion rcl \ti r'd
g.ncntionil.onlli.b n.o'nmunnarion rnd
idenrilr. Tlr pr.scD.c of .hiLdrcn app.i15 ro
b. r n,jor inantive rhd 'norivrc im'nL
gmnt f.milie! ro NVJurt $eir .ollcdnr
idenrny ii $c unir.d shtesand ofrn (o hkc
stps so thd .hildr.i ,ill .xPcri.nt sone
form oile{nh rnd/or kncli trining.

lnvolvement in lewish tiie
hneli.nd Amai.rn k\vrh notionsol gronp
ncnb.BhiP .onhn treci,*. rhc b.\i.
group ideniiri$a5so.itrbil Lvtrh bcing kndi,
on the on. l[nd, d ,{nrrnin Jcwnh, or
th. othcr, m boted in rrri.ul,r .uhtrrtrl
and nalion.l co0tit. For nDnv knclis,dh
nn idcnfty is *cubr and ndion.lnric.ll'
thoD8h hnelis m knovhdgciLnc.boutlclv
ish holidavs ind $c.k I lcbr.q th.y .onnccr
rhese behlvion ro kndinsi rathtr rh.n
lewhhn.$.Th. mrjoritydonol icliellp.r
ricipde in orsirtcd rdigi.us rdLvittrHs
is(hecsc,mongmanyAmff Lqnkns .nd
lsac!is dcpcndon rhe hrssro.idvmd pub
li. inniruriois ro so.irli,c lh.nchildEn. l h.
wsr.n dcnomindions of tuford ind Coi
krviive tudlish, wirh whi.h rhe 8rcar 'najori(y oa 

^'nei.rn 
J.us ardnr. Genominr.

riotrsthd permn Amernan IdvJ ro n.inoin
thcir religious ourlooks whd. Ln.urnrg tcN
.onflic$ wnh r l,igft christian so.iery),
sc all but unknoNn in rh! h{n[
$d. marhscs pcr,onn.d by Rcfonn nb

^.r 
h44.n t rd t r Lr. ' E n \ t)'rh\'] 4t5



bnin IsraclhrrnoleSllmnding.Final\al.
drough Andc,i lcNs rreaaunofr cd ro lilc
ara.ub.onmunityin i rcligLouslypluralktic
so.i.ry, knelis 3rw uP 

'n 
in envnoimcnt

uhseielisioD r natio'ilnl \tt onc rnd

Bc.aus oll$dis h.kof familiriry(ith
,{Drcricrn forn of hwish involvedent,so'nc
pundns dery rhen asinil.tion inio
ion i.wish.ulttrnlp!!ens.Thcyasrn thd
knclis vervcrir ir.'nthcHolyLindsignih.s
i mov. rwq tom rhe lcLeirh id.al and ihd
rcn pirtniparlon i', and contib0(ion ro

kvkh rdivttrs is liniled and oricnhd ro
(ud sc.ulir pusuits \'ith littlc fligious
.onr.nt mcrls,piincs,lsmclifolkd.ncing,

Ir .onrst, o(hff observcn rgu. that k
n.Lis trdiv€l pani.ipd. i'i ,\m.ri.an kNnh
Lifc rnd simultan.oudy 

'naintain 
thcn links

ro lsndby..ringdratrhe knelisspc,k H.
b6! liv. Jeuish n.ighbo roods, are in
voLv.d in a yirhry of l.rvish in*iiulions,.id
vkit hm.l frcquenlly. Allholgh survey dda
on lJradis' Irlvish bchavioa irc rchrntly
$mc., rhos rhar exi$ nrdnrtc dDr .$ab
lishcd immismn$ en$gc i'r man] kviih bc'
havioaai highe raks rhrn k the.!$.motr8
dlrivc born lcws. for e*!mph, kneli ni
gntrh synagogue dchbenhip, at 27 ptr
.cnr, is above rhdt oa lDrri.ans. Funh{'
more, 30 tcr.cni ofkmeliPidn$ prov'd.
rhcn.hildr.n Nnh 5ohc lorm ol l.s ish edu
.rion 50 psccnt ollsnelichildren in Los

^trBdcs 
drd 35 pffcen( in NcwYorkrtnd

Js!kh di/ sl'ools.Th.ir mte ofin!rm,i
ritrgcroron ks5.donl) 3!6.ctrr,x,10Per
..nr les lhan the dcnt,Y.ng€ IorAmernin

\{hcD .onrparin8 pdtrn. r hnd with
kncli inmignnt ob$rvrn.c olJewkh nli-
gious pndn.r-li8htiirgcandleson Shatrtat
(1he leNish Srbbrh) and Chiiuknh, dtnd
i',9 slnrFo€ue on the tligh Uoly Days and
shrbbd ind tusn'8 on Yo'n Kippur-Ne
ind nnt among narunlted krdis i" N.w
Yo and t.os 

^ng.lcs, 
ritual beh.vio6 have

,.tu,lly incFisd.Inft.ascd nts ol nt'al
pndne tmbrbly rene.t the eilonr of drr
hwnh Drigrant ro rcrri. thcir r.ligious
idenrily rei!hin, prcdo'ninan$ non-,ewnh
counry (cold and Fhillips r9e6)

rinall,v, a stu*ing .umb.r of hkeli
,{n*nan pii.n$ rr ading to re*hblnh
.onne.tions wirh kndi and/or teNish 1..
hayios tlrough spe.ial finily divitld ol
thcnownaedionorinvolvon.niinvarions
Israeli Aderi.rn piogmms. such a5 ifor
$hoo1 kncli Hebcv .o!N( r.d Fkbrcu
langurge $ourinB trdivitics.l

nansndi.n.Lkm,r n.wapproa.h in the fi eld
ofmisftlion $udi.s, ha been ftatd prc-
.isdy to undeBknd. sro{ing iumbd ot i'i
lcrndionrl mignnr .ommunitics, rvho, like
lsm.li Am!i.!n! nri'ihin so.nl, cuhuhl,
and ..onomic links to m(hiFlc mrion $bs
on I nort or hs Penancnt bisn (clnk
Schill.i Bd.h, rnd BlanrSTtrtrton r992).

,\ cenrilpoinr ot tdBnationalnm i5 ilr
vGwolni8riion sr mullik!.| pro.esr rh!l
in!.Lvcsvdious links bd\@n rwoof morc
{tings nther rh.n J dnrtctc.v.nr.onni
tutd bya permlmnt Drove lronr one nrton
(o inolh.i Thc coD..pt of tinsnirionilnh
su88c$srhdby rehining Jo.iJ,.DltDnl,nd
e.onomic 1i$ *nh rwo or nore .onntiies,
pcdtlc oi avoid ihe inpediments tadirion-
ally aso.iatd sirh long dktarcs d ins
nationxl borrdes.
irrrndionalnm remiids u. dar P.oplc of
r.n remain inbrscly itrvolvcd in th.life of
rhcir.ourq oforigin ewn rholsh th.r io
lonBer perminenlly re.idc rhcrc.

A rLhole $rics oilado6 luiiounding h
nelkmik$th.nnov.mentlromlhek(kh
ndctorhcuniredsraksElarivdy.!sy.Thcy
ai.Nelledncdedrndolbn in rhcPoscsion
of ocupdioill and .ultural skills that are
!*luli'r borh nation narej The] Seneslly
have .<e$ 1. n.rworks in borh countics



that.an provide i Lroid viiiery of re.ouEei
iinsins lron pretr vcl inrorniion to job
opponunitics,.hild Gr, housi'rg, and a so
.irllifc.,Alrhoughsonelsmelisinthe Unicd
Stats la.k legil rcsident idu! as a gbup,
rhe] are verr likel] ro be.ome natunliz.d
rnd aft rmoDg a kld f.w allowed b hav.
dnal .itizcnship (riso ind Roenr{eis
r990) Evcn priorro migntion,hBclis oftcn
l.cl cxtenrelvft ni]iiruithAmericinsociery
Iiom rh.n c4iosure to popul.r cullurc,
,\nr.i.ri visitos r znd int rgovflnn..t
rebtions. As lsneli so.ialscientkr Zvi Sobd
(1e36)ptr1ii, Am{icr ir mbht be po:ired,
hsb..o'n. rhc,lr$cgoollsracl iDpohi.al,
c.oDonn ind .uhunl termJ (pp lez er).

A great prcpodion ofihe kneli popula.
rion 1,rv. rsidcd wnhi'r drc ,cwish lat loj
fcuerlhantuoorperhrps three genentions.
Acconlingll rheir hmily lor. .nd cul.urll
brggaee is ri.h wnh $ories of and tc.h
iiqueJ rorcopingreirh-lif. in olh{e$igs.
Manr anigrds s. i'rcrvi.Ncd had livcd iD

other narionn nnsins from tapin.nd Hons
Kong to sNirzdLitul, EtrBl.nd, sourh  iica,
hrly, rtrd Lrtu ,\'ndicr, prior to lhcn{th
DrcDt in the United Siaies. Although pmles
sionalsandhigh levelentepEneuahidlntd
o\ssea! $ havc lc${killed aid h${dudtd
nngmnBi su.h r orpentn and reIaumnt
wo*ss. Hence, hrn] hnelis po$e*ed I
culruhl ori.nration and lii. crpcricn.ccom
plriblc\vithlnexisien.ebeFnd thebordeB
oflhe re(ish na1e. Williim lder*nt cla$ic
migr!tion lypolo8yaccouns ror !h. uniquc
trndory olsu.h Sroups ro move:

tr) d(nio! orkDs (As !luored in D€Joisrnd

Funher ficilihrins krael Americin
ransnationalis'n arc rhc good politn.l rh

rionsdndeieniwlinkssh.edb) lheUniied
Srtrtsrnd hBcL Thc U.S. gov.n,nent ind
,^mdnan Jeishrgcn.i.s havcdclrlop.d,,i
acrive pE$ne in {he lcvnh nde. And.an
nrnJ hdve tini.he. rhse, ind ,\m{i.an
comp.nics sorctim.s l,ir prctc$ion.l ind
skilled worken dircctl) fbnr ls'trd. ,{t dr
$me rine, Irddi soeemfrenl .sencies.
banks and indDnrial cDturpriss hrk oii.cs
in NeN York, Los Angel$. and oth.L Amni
oncnie. Tl$ctr.torlygiv.!nl.h.lin.vor
ro rhc ,^nui.an cnvironnrnr bur:lso pr.
videemplo]ment formismnk{Sobel 1936).
At the inc (ihe, !e nocd a Yirie!, ol k
racli ori.nrcd ,divirics drat rloN mLg trt
to miinhin i $ntrtana ofrhe lsneli tiie in

Tnv.l bdsecn th.tuo DatioDs ncsilyar
ransed. kneli innisnnt olten Fpoi mrk
ing tfcqucn! rips no'n !h. UriledSha ro
hmel,and itis notun.onmon lordrildrdb
r.1um ro l$telr..pedd nhmer yicitions
Nnh rehivcs ,\ L.s ,\ngchs obndrni,i dc-
sc bes the sreir value he pla.es on hk rips

cmPa wcsdarcrif ooeariiNhoN€goro

sobel (1936), in his l93l 1932 pntrrvd
sufey of rl7 liael emisnnr (non of
uhom plan.cd ro cntcr rhc unitcd shrc.),
lonnd deareviden.eof a rmnsniiional our
look.Aboutonchllfdcnhd thdleivinslv
rad rnd moving to rhc Unncd sbrs FN!n
icr of emtniion." lnn.ad, rhey de fin.d $.
trvclN l.mpoftiy"or'tofrmurinsl Nlore
ori'ahno$ all i'ndviclr.cs dcnicd rhat fi.ir
le.ving meinl a esarion of.ontibnring ro
thc dcvclopnor ol hn.1. . . . ,\lfro$ ill sN
thendepanureas... rolsmel! good" (sohcl

N6 tn,,i!ad, h ttt.. Dr!443 al \ tjd, n n 47



hr rll ih$e 
'rys, 

dr kkeli.onr. ,hL
tory,lid.ulturc hrr preFlred mcnbcs of
dNsroupfortin.ndiotrrlis'n Itsouldap
ocr that rhe whol. norion orbeins.n Isrtrcli
i{$,i 

^mcri.rn 
i5 nor i.!v$clcr.ut

rdisrindion * rhclilcilureon'ntrnalondl
misnrior Nould g.n{rllr srgg$! I.$cad,
lidor sr.h $ ncxible noliois oldhnicrnd
ndionil idcnrny, &(s to and panicipalion
inJo lrdo..uparionalner*o*s,trtrdthc
nitr), ol peopk 10 Jumir.ultunl onPe
kna and LsJ *rtus i', Drore than a sinSle
ro.i.ryrlLolLlsraelisbnlinr!i'imc in8tuI
foms ol inyohcn.nr i'i nultiple nirional

D(pir. t|tc nrany fido(rletPcmir h

'rclis 
10 mrinl!i'i r irrxDdionil exncne,

minr ruMi'r tioubkd by the dh!trft
f h)d.al suell asculr!nl-bdwccn th. two
narions.Arn'ssc!.d$ thcfollowingqtrola.
tions, cvctr rhos lsiaclk Nho have accom

!l,.hcdagrcr deal in rhe Unitdshts.on
trd ,\mtricr's fd$rrbh c.ononri. ind
.ares{drtrd dNtonDrcnt ro its connunal

GlLlb(nLrdrh.Utrir.dsrbsfqan{n.id.d
psiddl Ir! norli!.f .oph frcmdhtrouititr
{ho.o'n. LiseaDdsrLLdo$n.hopi"srorbdcr
Lle'AnLGdij5bElPllhc'ijluthehlEl

d'Lrunl o eDo,6nn hLu$ rl'.yrNlookif slo.
rhc is$ri5nddiiLisi,.^rd ir do$n1 lunlldl
drtrcdsihtrDubeDBhai apsroiirtdsn'l
ntr iid 5omc idclli ro bdidc ii' w.lsndn.oG

rhcqu*riotr fo,!hnh I donl hi{:n iiswer

Hena,forninyhBclis, t,nsnrionrlkn
isaFalfty.ThLdmsno( mean,how*cnrhd
it is an crs] s?y of life. AlrhotrSh ths. mi
gnnb bnild comnu.itics and nctuo*s thd
help them copc with th. so.ial and culr!nl
din.nsions of ties to two idions, rid al
rhough ihcy enjoy eoDoni. bcn.lih fDm
digiariotr, mos aft not quirs .omfonlbl.
with lhis sbnb. In (he \rords ora Los AnS.les
acotrnhnr,"kBd is nymotherand Ane.
icr n my wife, so you (n imlginc r.wayI

lervs have lieen nigraring to th. united Skies
iine the 1600s, undfl tr vaiery ofcncum-
lan.cs and vith differcnr outlooks rtrd rc
soures. knelisi4irnoDg th.'non n.cnt ot
ths. groups.,^Nriqn leNa supton.r$.
nate of krael, ton8wirh kra.l\ own inri
enign.ior outlook, has someiincJ relulrcd
in a lcs dran uelonins re.cplion ror thcsc
n$v arivals. Funhermoq b(rusc kndn
and Aneic.n iewshavc dirind.uhunl and
linsuiiic tradi.io.s and expres then idenri.
tic. i'r difcrcnr wirs, knelir have.ncoun
tred sone difll.ulries in joi'ringth. nligious
ind .ommuMl adivities oftheir Amei..n
coidigionisb Howeve. in bmi olskilh,
.du.dion, ind lerkh kn.whdgc, Isracli
hrcntr.htoo crboihtoAmernan sociel)
ineenenl indlh. Anci.rn lcNxh.omnu
niryin pairi.ul,r.In re.enr yea6, ihc poten
mlbcncfih prcvided br h di inmiSh.b
have becoh. morc apparcnt to ,\nfl'.rn
Je{ish oqrtrndions,and efons io fi.ilnde
cn[( thcn n.rger into Ihe Ansican h$hh
comnunity or Ih.n rclum homchavc b.cn
undeiak.n wnh so'nc su(es.

Io nany lsneli Amernans, rhe bc$ \by
1o rddrs rhd.onnicting.omnnmc.b to
borh nr Unir.dshtesand knel i5by main'



raininsa tanlrrionll exisrencei yhi.h .m-
pharz.s rhe us of H.bN and inchdio.
wnhin rbc kracli inmisnnr onnuDiry,
.otrpl.d Lvirh freque.rvisns ro rhecountryol
olisin. con*qu.nrl), kraelis .njoy .co.
ionic treneis lrom migrurion and build
.om,ntrDiriA ind netuorks ro.ope wirh rhc
$.ial and.uhurll.onringen.ics olbeingar

r. 
^ldno 
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r. Dno$ how dr. poti.i6 md .dioh of riner
did d. An{ion hwnh mnmuniv hiw
*.€dbotfi b facilibc,nd lhnkh€li ihDi
enrion b rbe Unied shr,

2 wh dq cotd men lhcn h. d,(us'diin nign|ion"? D[d$ t}e b.lefic or


